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LORIS: THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS
By Cathen·ne H. Lewis
r

The upper reaches of Horry County were settled mostly by second and third generation
Scots, whose families had settled in the Cape Fear region of North Carolina. Because there
was no natural or geographical barrier between the provinces (later states) people moved
back and forth without hindrance.
Early names were Boyd, Patterson, Cox, Prince, and Todd, among others. The Mill's
Atlas map drawn by Hadlee in 1820 shows almost no settlement between Buck Creek and
Lake Swamp, but does show a road leading to Todd's Ferry on the Waccamaw River.
On July 4, 1881, a man namedJ.W. Ogilvie arrived in Horry County. More than a
quarter of a century later, in 1909, he wrote a series of articles describing his impressions of
his new home county. Of this vicinity he said:
Loris was unknown . The site of that coming city was but a worn out corn
field that would not have brought at forced sale more than 25 cents an acre .
The livelihood of people in the area depended on what they could grow themselves
and on timber and turpentine which came from the woods. Chadbourn Lumber Company
of Wilmington had been engaged in logging for a number of years and operated saw mills
just over the line in North Carolina. It constructed rail lines to facilitate getting timber to
the mills . When it decided to extend its operations into Horry County, the firm persuaded
townships along the proposed right of way (Green Sea, Simpson Creek, Bayboro and Conwayborough) to issue bonds to finance it. Landowners hoped that the value of their acres
would increase and that they would profit from the sale of timber rights and from better access to markets for their produce. As the tracks of the Wilmington, Chadbourn and Conway
Railroad moved south, the trains caused consternation among the people and the livestock
unaccustomed to their size and sounds .
James Gould Patterson owned land in northern Horry County along the Todd's Ferry
Road. When the Chadbourn Lumber Company was building a railroad to Conway, Patterson, a canny Scot, struck a bargain with the Chadbourn brothers. On December 7, 1887,
he sold them land west of the right-of-way for a depot. The sale price was $1.00 and the
five sided lot measured 175' x 900' x 225' x 900' x 50' (Horry County Deed Book LL, p .
114). The tracks had probably been laid through the area in early to mid-1887 because the
first train ran into Conway on December 15, 1887 .
The name of the town of Loris is said to have originated with the Chadbourns, though
members of that family have offered different versions of how it came about. Since both
stories originate from the same source and from the same period, it is impossible to know
the truth of either. Loris will probably always have to live with the uncertainty of whether it
was named for a novel or for a canine pet. For whatever consolation it may be, the name is
at least unique among place names in the United States .
James G. Patterson was the grandson of Dr. Daniel Patterson, a University of Edinburgh professor who had emigrated to the Cape Fear region of North Carolina. The Pattersons were among a number of families who gradually migrated south into the Waccamaw
River area. Among then were McMillans, Reaveses , Buchans, Blues, Smiths, Holmeses ,
Boyds and Todds .
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Patterson (1816-1891) was the son of John and Elizabeth Smith Patterson and was married to Martha Marlow. Their log house stood just in front of the Loris Presbyterian Church.
Both are buried in Patterson Cemetery, which the family later deeded to the Town of Loris.
Many descendants of the Pattersons live in the Loris area still. Some moved along with the
naval stores industry to Georgia, but maintain ties with their Horry relatives .
The deed book at the courthouse in Conway shows that Patterson sold a number of lots
to merchants and others who wanted to locate nearby. Almost immediately it became
known as the Town of Loris. James G. Patterson was the first postmaster.
Until recent years Main Street was named Patterson Street in honor of the founder.
Now his name remains only in connection with the town cemetery, which was bis family
burial ground.
By 1890 the community at the intersection of Todd's Ferry Road and the Wilmington,
Chadbourn and Conway Railroad had grown to four stores operated by Y.P. McQueen, Patterson & Toon, B.R. King and Boss Holt.
When Loris was incorporated with a one mile radius on July 26, 1902, the intendant
(mayor) was D.J. Butler and the wardens (councilmen) were D.O. Boyd, J.C. Bryant and
H.H. Burroughs.
There were little settlements in every direction around Loris which had grown up
around mills, gins, or turpentine stills. Generally there would be a small general merchandise store which was frequently a commissary supplied by one of the larger turpentine firms.
Daisy, Bayboro, Green Sea were among those which held as much promise as Loris in early
days. Bayboro, for example, was on the railroad at that time and had five stores in 1899;
Gurley, also on the railroad, had four stores, two turpentine stills, two churches and a
schoolhouse in 1900. In 1901 Daisy had three stores, a post office, a cotton gin, grits and
saw mills. Its newspaper corresponent bragged it had tri-weekJy mail and telephone lines .
As early as 1900 there was a Loris High School, the first principal being Hugh R.
Todd, who later became the president of Draughan's Business Schools located in Columbia
and elsewhere. School opened in July! In 1908 Loris and two nearby school districts voted
by a margin of 3-1 to build a high school.
Meantime tobacco began to replace turpentine as a source of income. The first
$1500 . 75 for a warehouse was raised at a picnic given for potential subscribers in August,
1902 and the contract was let in February, 1903. The Loris Tobacco Warehouse Co., Inc. officers were J.C. Bryant, president, P.C. Prince, vice president, Dan W . Hardwick, secretarytreasurer. The other stockholders were Doc D. Harrelson , Y.P. McQueen , D.A. Spivey, Jim
King, N .E. Hardwick, Sims Harrelson and others. Two Virginia men, John T. Edwards and
Walter Tyree, were brought in to run it because local people lacked the necessary experience. The first year a million pounds of tobacco sold for an average of less than six
cents.
Later P.R. Casey (for whom Casey Street is named) became the manager and bought
out the local stockholders. He renamed it Casey's Warehouse and ran it several years before
selling to other Virginians, Wilson and Wright. Local businessmen formed a corporation
and built the second warehouse about 1906 and by 1909 there were two in operation, the
Loris and the Standard.
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The Loris warehouse burned. Local men again formed a corporation and built the Brick
Warehouse. For a time a cooperative operated it and then it was sold to King and George
Walden . While it was being used to store and cure sweet potatoes, it also burned.
The fourth house was built by a group of farmers headed by E.L. Sanderson and D.W.
Ross and was known as the Farmers Warehouse. The farmer owners sold it to the Farmers
Bank which in turn sold it to a cooperative. When it failed, Cliff H. Hardwick bought it at
auction and operated it for a time until it was bought by C.P. Brewer, J. Paul Bishop and
Harry Eddleman. Later Lloyd B. and Roscoe Bell owned and operated it until it was
demolished.
The second Loris Warehouse was owned by Cliff H. Hardwick and others and was the
fifth to be built. It burned in 1947. The sixth was also built by a group headed by Cliff
Hardwick, named the New Deal, and was sold to Harry C. Lewis. The seventh warehouse
and the second to be called the Brick Warehouse was owned by Hardwick and King
Walden. The eighth and ninth were owned and operated by H.C. Lewis and Lloyd B. Bell.
The Bank of Loris was established in 1907 and occupied the first brick building in
town, located at the main intersection. Founded by Thos. Cooper of Mullins, its local officers were J.C. Bryant, E.L. Sanderson, W.A. Johnson, J.C. Prince, D.W. Hardwick and
J.D. Graham.
In January 1909 a writer in the Horry Herald wrote:
One visiting Loris now cannot help but note the difference in the busy little
town -- what it once was and what is is to-day and what she is to be in the future.
Loris is one of the best cotton markets in the county and the largest tobacco
market in this section of the State, having sold near one and one half million
pounds the past season.
Later the same year the Herald noted that Loris was also making strides in government
and was revising and adding to its ordinances. The Town Council consisted of J.D. Bryant,
intendant, D.J. Butler, A.F. Cannon, E.L. Sanderson and Dan W . Hardwick, wardens. The
Bank had deposits of "nearly" $10,000". The Conway Telephone installed a complete
telephone system in Loris, connecting it to Conway and the outside world .
Loris had the telegraph from the beginning, for everywhere the railroad went, so did
the wires . Every depot had an expert telegrapher. In 1911 a new depot had to be built to
accommodate the increased shipping received and sent from the area.
In the early years Loris suffered many disastrous fires . In 1911 the P.C. Prince Co. and
the J.C. Bryant Co . burned. In 1914 the home of Y.P. McQueen was destroyed and the
family was temporarily housed in the Masonic Temple. In January, 1915, a number of
buildings were destroyed by fire, including a meat market operated by D.N. Stanley, and
buildings owned by O.C. Cox and H.L. Singleton. As the old wooden business buildings
burned, they were replaced by brick structures.
While W.J. Hughes was mayor , the Horry Herald (Feb. 27, 1913) reported:
Modern offices are just being completed at Loris by the Loris Supply Company, in the second story of their store building, these offices being the first to be
offered for rent in the town . One of the largest of the lot is occupied by the Loris
Telephone Co ., which was recently purchased by O.E . Todd and his brother. The
7

offices are lighted with ascetelane and in every way are convenient and well appointed. This enterprising firm started business at Loris several years ago, and has
been successful from the first under the careful and efficient management of Mr.
O.E. Todd.
By 1914 Loris was being called the Gate City, which probably referred to its being the
first town on the railroad south of the North Carolina line. It had a newspaper, the Loris
News, which unfortunately failed to make the grade financially. Its presses were shipped
back to the firm from which they were purchased.
Loris and the surrounding area had had a number of medical men who practiced for a
while and left, among them Pickett K. Bethea (about 1890), Sam Mace (from about
), D.O. Dubose, P.P. Chambers, _ _ _ _ __
1895-1901), H.H . Burrough (1900Robinson, Charles Rhett Taber (1902), and H .T. Kirby (about 1980). Dr. Huger
Richardson arrived in April, 1912, and Dr. J.D. Thomas in 1915.
Somewhere along the line the Loris High School had ceased to be. In 1915 the County
Superintendent of Schools, S.H. Brown, visited the town and found it thriving. "There is
not a high school between Conway and Chadbourn," he wrote, "and Loris is a logical place
to develop one. Besides, a strong high school at Loris ought to draw support from the communities on each side of the railroad."
Thriving it was. Loris took a full page in the Horry Herald of August 19, 1915, to
advertise its businesses and institutions. This may have been the first cooperative effort of
the new Board of Trade. Besides the Loris Methodist and Baptist Churches, the Loris Grade
and High School, and Drs. Richardson and Thomas they were:
A.W. Hodges and Sons Stables
Standard Warehouse
J.E. Prince
(Franklin & Wright)
Loris Hardware and Furniture
Peoples Store (David Scheer)
Gate City Cash Store
Company
D.N. Holt
Barnes & Brunson
J.C. Bryant Co., Inc. (est . 1884)
(incl. soda fountain)
W.]. Hughes
Bank of Loris
J.T. Alford (blacksmith)
O.C. Cox
C. M. Reaves
S. D. Jenrett
G.T. Ikner
Brunson Company
Prince Hotel
Directory of Town Officers:
C.D. Harrelson & Co.
Y.P. McQueen, Intendant
Cannon-Hickman Co.
W. A. Prince, Postmaster
S.M. McNabb
A.D. Cannon, Railroad Agent
Geo. C. Butler
and Telegraph Operator
Canady, the Barber
O.E. Todd, Clerk
Loris Warehouse (P.R. Casey)
J.E. Prince, Trial Justice
Loris Drug Company

8

I
f

l
1

As more and more men from the area went to fight in the first World War, the people
of Loris were active in homefront activities. Toward the end in 1918 a War Savings Stamp
rally in Loris drew a crowd "estimated at not less than 2 ,000", truly remarkable considering
the population and the state of communications in that time . Both local doctors volunteered for the Volunteer Medical Corps of South Carolina to deal with the influenza
epidemic. A local board decided that Dr. Thomas should go and Dr. Richardson should
stay to look after the home folks. When the war was over, Loris celebrated with a general
street parade. The newspaper correspondent reported that the citizens, teachers and about
100 school children marched it it.
Church bells were rung, guns were fired, and every boy had his horn,
trumpet, bugle, or some old tin pan. Cow bells were swung on long poles and carried through the streets by the boys . The Kaiser was put into an oil barrel with a
pound of powder and was blown high into the air. Parts of the barrel came back,
but the Kaiser decided not to return this way." (Horry Herald, Nov. 14, 1918)
On February 3, 1919 Dan W. Hardwick, Chas. D. Prince, A.J. Mishoe, and O.E .
Hickman secured a charter for a new bank and opened the books for subscription. The
Farmers Bank opened for business June 2, 1919.
Loris has always had its share of people interested in public office. In the early years of
this century men like Doc D. Harrelson, William Armagy Prince, Montgomery J. Bullock,
W.K. Holt, John L. Boyd, John Holt and M.M . Stanley served in county and state offices.
Others over the years have been Cornelius]. Prince, John Pickens Derham, John Robert
Carter, Sr., Edgar McGougan Derham, Walter Porter Gore, Clifford Hugh Hardwick, Forrest Brooks Whittington, Lloyd Berkley Bell, John Robert Carter, Jr., Winston Wallace
Vaught, John Wilson Jenrette, Jr., James Paul Blanton, Charles Edward Hodges, and James
Price Stevens, state senator for twenty years, 1955-1976.
In the twenties and thirties Loris continued slow growth. Local people, fed up with
what they considered the greed of Conway politicians who grabbed for the county seat every
goodie which political favor could secure, decided that northern Horry need to be a separate
county with Loris as its county seat.
Jefferson M. Long, a lawyer, William A. Prince, who was a member of the House of
Representatives, Dan W. Hardwick, D.O . Heniford and others recruited a young
newspaperman, Burroughs H. Prince, and started a newspaper called The Loris Observer to
give a voice to the new county movement.
Buck Prince was a native and had journalism training and experience, but was then
working in Loris for the Imperial Tobacco Co. He became reporter and editor and Jeff Long
acted as publisher and general manager of The Loris Observer.
The New County group fielded a slate of candidates in the next election: William A.
Prince for State Senate and Long for the House of Representatives. They were soundly
defeated and the new county movement and the paper died.
About 1920 the local high school was accredited by the state and finally added the
eleventh grade . Joseph Graham and Milton Hughes , class of 1923, were the first to receive
state diplomas. In 1921 M. ]. Bullock was named superintendent and his wife, Agnes
Richardson Bullock, principal of Loris schools. They set about persuading the people to vote
a bond issue for construction . In spite of some opposition the new two story brick building
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was ready for students in January, 1923. One account said, "It was during a freezing spell
and as the carpenters would finish a room a class would move in." When a new building
was completed in 1931 to house the high school, this one continued as the grammar school.
Home Economics and vocational agriculture were begun about 1924. R.E . Naugher
from Mississippi came to Loris to be the first vocational agriculture teacher. A remarkable
man who is remembered with great affection, Naugher began the slow process of helping
farmers improve their business and the quality of their lives. He has been followed by
others, J.H . Yon and S.F. Horton among them, who came to Loris to teach and stayed to
become part of the business community, helping to develop the area economically.
By the mid-thirties Loris had a thousand residents. Jennings W. Hardwick, mayor,
bragged that 50% of South Carolina's tobacco crop was grown in a 25 mile radius of his
town. Its four warehouses sold six million pounds a year. Strawberries, beans, Irish potatoes,
sweet potatoes, lettuce and poultry were being grown for northern markets. Hardwick was
making a pitch on a Charleston radio station for canneries and manufacturing plants, and
named good labor, an up-to-date water system, good hunting and State Highway 9 as inducements . The mayor pointed out the extensive lumber and veneer industry which had
been built up and said that there was ample raw material for furniture plants. Finally Hardwick promised that one hundred paid members of the Loris Boosters Club, organized in
1936, would stand ready to assist prospects. He concluded on a ringing note: "For those
who seek recreation, we bid you welcome; to those who have no home, we bid you cast
your lot with us; and to those who have good homes but desire better ones, we bid you to
come and be a part of our community."
Mayor Hardwick mentioned among the amenities of the town the new gymnasium then
under construction with federal funds and the state ranked athletic teams fielded by the
local high school. The wooden gym, named for M.J. Bullock, was one of several projects of
the Works Progress Administration. Another was the first public library service in the county,
which was supervised by Mrs. Sophie Blanton of Green Sea.
The Depression era is remembered for the closing of the bank and Hoover carts and
the establishment of a community cannery. Nobody had much money, but most people lived well despite that. They grew their own food, wore their clothes to rags, and swapped
produce for what they needed. Many a local student went to colleges which accepted produce in lieu of tuition.
Loris' first civic club was the Civitans, organized in 1938 by Eldred E. Prince with the
assistance of Robert H . Burns, a Wake Forest classmate and member of the Whiteville
Civitan Club.
In 1940 young men began to sign up for the draft again and in 1941 World War II
was upon us . There were air wardens and aircraft spotters, ration books and shortages,
rumors of spies, and lots of people who went to Wilmington and Charleston to work in
defense related plants, particularly the shipyards .
Despite the wartime commitment of the people of this area, and it was strong and
deep, despite the shortages and the rationing, Loris continued to grow. The leadership of
the town continued to try to improve the local economy.
In 1946 Needham Causey, Sam Hickman and B.T. Ragan, Sr., organized Loris Wood
Products, the first real industry to locate here. The plant employed nine people the first
year and produced furniture such as chests of drawers .
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Planning was going forward for the establishment of a hospital in Loris. The Civitan
Club which included most of the town leadership undertook sponsorship of the movement
and canvassed the townships which would be the primary service area. Enough signatures
were acquired to persuade the Legislative Delegation to establish a special tax district and
the Loris Community Hospital became a reality. The members of the first hospital commission were S.F. Horton, C.A. Lupo, E.W. Prince, Sr., Lundy Vaught and Eldred E. Prince ,
chairman, who served in that capacity for thirty-six years . Loris Community Hospital opened
for use on May 15, 1950 and has been in an almost continuous expansion since that time.
For a long time there had been a Boosters Club which included most of the business
leaders of the town. In 1952 the Loris Merchants Association, forerunner of the Loris
Chamber of Commerce, was organized. O .D. Freeman became the first president. When it
became apparent toward the end of the 1950s that there needed to be an intensive effort to
induce industries to locate in this area, a group consisting of George M. Lay, Eldred E.
Prince, president, Rod Sparrow, B.K. Stabler and Thomas W. Stanley formed the Loris Industrial Developers , Inc., for the express purpose of providing sites and buildings and
negotiating with industrial prospects.
Local leadership did not ignore the needs of the farming community which has always
provided the base of the Loris economy. In 1958 the Legislative Delegation under the
leadership of Sen. James P. Stevens created the Farmers Market in Loris and Philip
Cronkhite became the first manager. In the 1960s local leadership cooperating with vocational agriculture teachers helped in the organization of the Buck Creek and Todd Creek
Watershed Projects which helped improve farming to the east of Loris through drainage.
The early 1960s were marked by a sharp upturn in the business of the town. There was
construction along Main Street. Loris Drug Store, which had been in business for forty years
and was now owned by Douglas B. Bailey, built a new and much larger store. Its old
quarters became the temporary location of the new Horry County National Bank which
opened August 5, 1963. The Civitan Club sold house markers so that Loris was ready for
the home delivery of mail which was instituted in the fall of 1963.
The early 1960s also saw the passing of an era when Dan W . Hardwick died on Nov .
30 , 1963. Mr. Hardwick had been one of the earliest and most prominent among Loris
leaders through his various business and banking interests .
In the 1960s and early 1970s Loris reached a level of political dominance in Horry .
County which it had never held before, although in 1945 and 1946 J . Robert Carter, W.P.
Gore and D.D. Harrelson were the members of the House while Sen . Frank Thompson was
in office. James P. Stevens became senator and head of the Legislative Delegation in 1956.
House members from the Loris area at various times during his tenure were Lloyd B. Bell, J .
Robert Carter, Jr. , Winston Wallace Vaught , John W . Jenrette , Jr. , James P. Blanton and
Charles E. Hodges, giving the Loris area a consistent, strong representation .
The most significant political development in many decades came about in the
mid-1970s with the passage of the Home Rule Act. Actually two Loris representatives had
made attempts to change the system earlier. In 1962 Winston W. Vaught introduced a bill
which would have provided eleven elected county commissioners instead of the five appointed by the Legislative Delegation . His bill failed passage . In 1968 James Blanton tried
again to establish Home Rule with a bill that provided for proportionate election districts.
His bill also failed , but the movement had by now become irresistible and there was suffi11

cient sentiment by the mid-1970s to get a bill through both houses of the General
Assembly. Senator Stevens played a significant role in developing public acceptance and in
helping the voters of Horry County determine which form to select and how many members
the County Council should have. The first Councilman from the Loris area was Braxton
Watson, who was appointed to a vacancy which occurred on the death of W.G. Sarvis.
Between 1960 and 1980 the population of the town grew by almost 29 % , but in the
early eighties Loris experienced a significant economic depression. Industrial plant closings
threw hundreds of workers out of jobs. National and international pressures on the tobacco
industry have caused doubts about the future of the growers and the market. Still the faith
of the people who live and work in the town continues strong.
In the 1930s the paving of Highway 9 put Loris on the state map by funneling beach
traffic through Main Street. When a dual lane by-pass was constructed in 1984-85, traffic to
the beaches went around the town. The net result of that will probably not be fully realized
for years . At the same time the phenomenal growth which has characterized the Grand
Strand has begun to push outward along the Highway 9 corridor toward Loris, accelerated in
recent months by plans for extending water and sewer lines along the highway. Loris is set
for another period of expansion.

CITY STAFF
Front Row: Pearl Tyler, Martha Dor·
man, Barbara Stephens. Back Row
Rodney Hardee, Billy Wayne Butler
Absent From Photo: George Adams
City Administrator and Ben Nor
man , Recreational Director.
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CITY COUNCIL
Front Row: Jennings Dew , Maxine
Dawes , Johnny Mew. Back Row :
Fred Grate, Ronald Ward, Edward
Suggs , Tommy Brogdon.
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LORIS
HORRY COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
The following is a copy of the Certificate of Incorporation for the Town of Loris:

mE STATE OF soum CAROLINA
By The Secretary of State
WHEREAS, A petition was filed on the 14th day of June, 1902, A.D. by ten freehold
electors in the precinct in which the town of Loris is situated, setting forth the corporate
limits, the number of inhabitants of the proposed town, and that they desired to be incorporated.
AND WHEREAS, A commission was issued on the 18th day of June, 1902, A.D. to
Albert F. Cannon, D. James Butler and Yancy P. McQueen empowering them to provide
for the registration of all electors within the proposed corporate limits of said town, and to
appoint managers to hold the election, and to have them to certify the result under oath to
the Secretary of State.
AND WHEREAS, J.C. Bryant, J.E. Prince and D.J. Butler, managers of election duly
appointed to hold the election for the purpose of determining the incorporation of the town
of Loris did, on the 26th day of July, 1902 file with the Secretary of State a written declaration of the result of said election under oath signed by themselves, setting forth:
FIRST: In favor of corporation
SECOND: The name of the proposed town to be LORIS.
THIRD: That James D. Butler was duly elected Intendant, and D.O. Boyd, J.C.
Bryant, R.F. Harrelson and H.H. Burroughs were elected Wardens.
NOW, THEREFORE I, M.R. Cooper, Secretary of State, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by an Act of the General Assembly entitled "An Act to Provide for the Incorporation of Towns of Less Than One Thousand Inhabitants," do hereby issue to the lntendent and Wardens elect this certificate of Incorporation, with the privileges, powers, and
immunities, and subject to the limitations prescribed in the said Act.
GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of the State, this 26th day of July in the year of our
Lord one thousand, nine hundred and two and in the one hundred and 27th year of the Independence of the United States of America.
M.R. Cooper
Secretary of State
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BELL PONTIAC GMC, INC.
On March 10, 1976, Ralph Cooke Pontiac became Bell Pontiac GMC, Inc. W.C. Bell,
a sixteen year veteran of Palmetto Chevrolet Co . in Conway assumed the duties of president
and manager of the dealership. In 1978 Loris Ford was added to the dealership and in 1983
Chrysler, Plymouth and Dodge. Bell Pontiac started with approximately fourteen employees
and now employs 72 people .
A Bayboro resident, Bell is married to the former Linda Cox of Loris and they have
three children, Tammy, Kimberly and William. Bell received the 1979 Merchant of the
Year award from the Loris Chamber of Commerce. Linda has served on the Loris Chamber
of Commerce Board of Directors for seven years and served as president of the Chamber in
1986. They support many local projects and serve on many committees .
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BLACKBURN, INC.
Blackburn, Inc.'s founder, Charlie Guy Blackburn, began his career in business in a log
cabin at Flagpatch, a community east of Loris. It was 1930 during the depression. There he
sold groceries and gasoline. He and his wife, Cleo Norris, and his young daughter, Crickett,
lived in the rear of the store as was the custom. After a few years he moved to Finklea.
Their daughter, Billie Faye, was then born. When World War II began, they moved to
Wilmington, NC, where he hoped to make a better living working in the shipyard.
After coming back to Loris to settle down in the grocery business, he bought out Hal
Prince in 1944. The store was located in the building that is now all of The Loris Fashion
Center. At thirty-five years old he was drafted to serve in U .S. Navy. This was the maximum age one could be drafted. His tour of duty during the rest of the war was in China
and Japan. While he was away, his wife and two daughters lived in Tabor City with his
wife's family. Crickett was in high school and this was where she met Harold Rogers, whom
she married eight years later. (Harold now owns W. F. Cox Co. , Inc . in Loris where they
now live.)
16
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After Blackburn's discharge, he returned to Loris and opened another grocery store. In
1954, when Loris's first supermarket, the Piggly Wiggly, opened he felt independent grocers
would have "a hard row to hoe." Farmers kept asking about hail insurance, so he began selling a little. Seeing less competition at that time in insurance than groceries, he opened an
insurance office on Railroad Avenue.
In 1958, he and Leamon Todd became partners. The business was named Blackburn
and Todd Insurance Agency. It was located in the building it is today . As the business
grew, they opened an office in Windy Hill Beach. By then they had expanded into the real
estate business. In 1963 they separated and Blackburn became the sole owner of Blackburn,
Inc. It was during this time that he became interested in town government and served on
the town council for twelve years. He was also active in the Lions Club, a member of the
Loris First Baptist Church and the American Legion. As a realtor, he saw the need for more
housing in Loris. He began developing, building and financing homes for those who
wanted it. He and the late Horace Graham bought the property now known as Cle-Esta
Heights. It had been farmland at one time owned by James Graham, Sr. The name Cle-Esta
was the combination of their wives names, Cleo and Estelle.
His daughter, Billie Faye , had married Henyard Caines during this time . Caines began
with Blackburn, Inc. in 1965 after a teaching and coaching career.
Blackburn never completely retired . After selling the insurance business to his son-inlaw in 1974, he continued spending his time as a realtor and enjoying the stock market.
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BLACKBURN, INC. is still in business , now owned and operated by his son-in-law,
William Henyard Caines, and is located at 4164 Main Street, Loris.
In 1976, Guy Blackburn died after a sudden illness. He was 67 years old. His wife
Cleo , known for her cheerful personality and loved by all, was a contributing factor to his
success. They worked side by side during the early hard years of their financial struggling
and she was a helpmate in every way throughout his life . She died in 1985 at the age of 72 .
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CAROLINA FURNITURE COMPANY, INC.
Immediately following World War II obtaining franchises to purchase furniture and
appliances was very difficult, but in spite of this Carolina Furniture Company opened its
doors for business on October 2, 1946.
The Grand Opening Special was three wringer type Maytag washers. On opening morning approximately 50 people stood waiting in line at the door, and most of them wanted an
opportunity to purchase one of those washers. The first sales made by Carolina Furniture
Company were those three washers to George W. Jones, Sr., Jasper Carter, and D.M .
Watts.
On opening day the Company consisted of three stockholders : W. B. and Jbhn
Galloway of Hemingway and Jule Hancock of Bishopville, four employees, Manager J.C.
Hipp, Salesman Horace Graham, Serviceman Dan Reeves, and Delivery Man Ander Bount.

1

Carolina Furniture Company operated with this general organization for four years. In
1950 J.C. Hipp bought one-fourth interest in the business. Four years later, in 1954, Hipp
and Mrs. Bernice C. Hancock CTule Hanock's widow) bought the interest of the other two
stockholders and thereby became sole owners and stockholders of the company.

1

Two years after this transaction, in 1956, the firm expanded its space by adding 3,060
square feet for storage and an appliance service shop at the rear of the original building. A
second expansion of 1300 square feet was made in 1962 by extending the mezzanine floor
forward to the front of the building. Floor space was increased again in 1966 by adding
12,800 square feet on the north side of the building on property purchased from Alvie
Sawyer in 1964.
In 1957 a 70 by 150 foot lot, bordering Walnut Street and adjoining the Carolina Furniture property at the rear of the building, was purchased . In 1978, a 4,500 square feet
warehouse was built on this lot.
From 1954 to 1976, the organizational structure of the Company remained constant
with Mrs. Bernice Hancock, President, and J.C. Hipp, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer,
and General Manager. 1976 brought changes in the ownership of the Company with Mrs.
Hancock selling her one-half interest to J .C. and Edith Hipp. At this time , J.C. became
President and Secretary-Treasurer and Edith assumed the role of Vice-President.
Chester Hipp, son of J.C. and Edith Hipp, began working full-time as salesman at the
store in 1975 . He became Manager of the store in 1983 and has remained in that capacity to
the present date.
The philosophy of the Company, beginning on opening day and continuing to the present, is based on the following Code of Ethics:
1. We honestly represent our merchandise .
2. We accurately state the price of our goods .

3. We properly service the goods we sell.
4. We sincerely strive for complete customer satisfaction .
Carolina Furniture Company has been blessed by having dedicated employees and the
loyal and faithful support of the customers in this trading area. For this , the J .C. Hipp
family is eternally grateful.
18
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NEEDHAM JEREMIAH CAUSEY
Needham Jeremiah Causey was born in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina on August 1, 1904 and died November 1,
1970.
He was married to Ethel Strickland of Tabor City, NC,
daughter of Helon Mishoe Strickland and Everette V.
Strickland.
Of this union, five daughters were born : Catherine
Helen (now deceased), Sibyl Maxine, Marcie Wanda, Betty
Joe and Ethel Glenda.
In the spring of 1934, Mr. Causey opened Robert's
Clothing Company in Loris in partnership with W.B. Roberts
of Tabor City. He acquired full ownership of the store but
operated under the same name until 1958, when he opened
stores in Fair Bluff, Tabor City and Whiteville and named the business Causey's Department Store.
Numerous people worked in the store over the years, among them (which we
remember) Alton Parker, Mrs. Eva Mae Fennell, Bobby Cox, Donald Hardee, Iris Hardee,
Shep Rogers and Sallie Stanley. Wanda Causey Umlauf was a merchandise buyer of Ladies
Fashions for a few years after she finished college. Wilson Goff was assistant manager and
Betty Jo Goff was also a buyer and bookkeeper.
A stroke incapacitated Mr. Causey for a time in 1954, but he rallied and continued in
business until 1968 when he closed Causey's Department Store.
He was president of Loris Manufacturing Co. during its operation in Loris.
A charter member of the Loris Civitan Club, he was recognized by Civitan International in 1965 for 25 years of active service and membership.
Mr. Causey was a member of the Loris Methodist Church and on the Administrative
Board, the Loris Merchants Association, a trustee of Loris High School and past master of
Green Sea Lodge 205, AFM, a member of the Omar Shrine Temple and was past pres£dent
of MLC Shrine Club.
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CLARDY NURSERY
By Wynness Thomas

In July 1953 James Clardy and his wife, Pauline, moved to Loris to stay two years but
those two years have stretched into thirty-five. "Once you grow roots it's hard to leave,"
Clardy says. He was teaching in the school at that time.
Clardy began his business in 1954 with a sixty square yard tomato bed. He started the
nursery business in order to have a job outdoors, where he could enjoy nature, provide his
sons with meaningful chores, and, in the course of time, make a profit. The nursery now
fulfills local community needs and also sells to stores within a hundred mile radius extending to Georgetown, Fayetteville and Wilmington.
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Clardy began growing tomato plants to fulfill the local gardening needs. As business
increased, flowering plants and shrubbery were added.
In 1956, the older son, William, chose azalea propagation for his Future Farmers of
America (FFA) project. He started with four hundred azalea cuttings and by the third year
ended up with two thousand .
The youngest son, John, chose Pampas Grass as his FFA project. The nursery now
grows over twenty thousand one gallon containers of this plant per year.
The nursery is a busy place all year. Nineteen employees make cuttings, transplant
seedlings, pot shrubs, load and unload trucks and many other duties that are necessary to
maintain the business.
Mr. and Mrs. Clardy and their sons, William and John, all work in Clardy Nursery.
Each family member is responsible for his area of expertise. Mrs. Clardy is secretary I bookkeeper and is active in the retail business.
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Clardy is in charge of bedding plants and the purchase of supplies, William, the landscaping department and growing of foliage plants, while John cares for the shrubbery growing and the maintenance of the many pieces of equipment that are necessary to operate the
business. They all do a little bit of everything to maintain the four hundred thousand
(400,000) plants on the eight and one-half acre business.
The nursery donates outdoor plants for many community projects and indoor plants to
decorate civic meetings and pageants.

THE DAWES COMPANY
The Dawes Company is one of the oldest full-time real estate businesses in Loris .
Maxine T. Dawes opened the doors of her company January 1, 1974. In addition to the sale
and appraisal of real estate, The Dawes Company provides an accounting service specializing
m mcome tax.
The first office was opened on Main Street but recently moved to a larger and better
location at 4104 Railroad Avenue.

FLOYD'S GROCERY STORE
The store building at 3978 East Main was purchased from Mrs. Bessie S. Bell and
renovated in the early forties by R.F. Floyd. This building was rented first as a cafe and
later for a dress shop known as Bertie-Fern's. The present shop is Bertie's of Loris.
Floyd's Grocery Store adjacent to it was purchased from C.E. Conerly in the forties by
R.F. Floyd. It was first operated by C.D. Mercer. From January, 1958, until July 4, 1975, it
was owned and operated by Benjamin Kemp Floyd as Floyd's Grocery. There was an insurance firm in the rear. This is also known now as Bertie's.

ForYou, Inc.

Founded March 12, 1987
This wholesale distribution company, whose national headquarters is in Loris, S. C., will
develop distributors all over the United States . People from all walks of life will join ForYou
to earn additional money on a part-time basis or to provide for a career opportunity
The skin care product line is based on mink oil and nature's moisturizing factors .
Products are demonstrated on a private, personal basis. The marketing concept is the latest
innovative concept of our day.
\
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The founders and presidents of ForYou, Inc. are Dr. Winferd and Lester Holt. They
are both native residents ot Loris . Dr. Holt practiced dentistry in Loris for 18 years before
becoming involved in network marketing.
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GATEWAY DRUG STORE, INC.
The earliest records found on Gateway Drug Company were United States Treasury
Department Narcotic order forms that were issued October 22, 1926, Dr. John D. Thomas,
Sr. andJ.W. Mishoe.
On July 26, 1928 a letter written from the United States Treasury Department provided
for the transfer of stock from John D. Thomas, Sr. and). W. Mishoe to John D. Thomas,
Sr. and Herman W. Gore.
The Gateway Drug Company was located on Main Street and Dr. Thomas, Sr. had an
office in the rear of the building for several years.
In the early thirties, H.L. Eidson, Pharmacist, worked with Herman Gore. Later in the
thirties, E.N. Hoffman, Pharmacist, worked with Gore for several years. John R. Gore,
Pharmacist, joined the pharmacy in the forties and remained through the fifties.
W. Gerald Fisher bought the Gateway Drug Company in 1960. He and his wife, Trudy,
operated the store at 4114 Main Street in the same building that the Gores had used.
In 1974, the business was bought by T. Freddie Moore and the name was changed to
Gateway Drug Store, Inc. It remained at the Main Street location until 1978, when a new
building was constructed at 3997 Meeting Street, the present location. Moore and his wife,
Ruby B. Moore, had moved to Loris in 1967.
The soda fountain was very popular in the earlier years. Dr. L.B. Kapps first met his
wife, Sally, there when she came to Loris. Many young people worked in the store while attending Loris High School and college. A.Z. Butler was among the first, and Maryann Sparrow, more recently, worked while she attended High School and Coastal Carolina College.
Through the years, this business has served the pharmaceutical needs of many people
in the Loris area.
Mr. Moore graduated from the Citadel in 1963 and the Medical University School of
Pharmacy in 1966. He moved to Loris in 1967 and worked at Loris Drug Store until 1974
when he bought Gateway Drug Store. He is married to Ruby Bartell Moore and they have
two sons, Thomas Michael and Richard Hampton Moore.
22
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Ruby Bartell Moore graduated from Columbia College in 1963. She taught school in
Loris for several years before joining her husband in business in 1974.
The present employees of Gateway Drug Store are Beth Cox, Glenda Holmes, Donna
Blanton, Brenda Stevens, and Terri Boyd.

GRAHAM BROS. FARM SUPPLIES
1948 - 1987

A successful series of farm businesses have originated from the tobacco fields of
northern Horry County, and span three generations.
Harvey Graham, Sr., now 68, the son of a tenant farmer, grew up on a farm near
Loris. He started in business in October 1948, operating out of a little office beside the old
State Theater building. He sold fertilizer, poison, Christmas trees, fruit, hail insurance, and
just about anything to make a living. During tobacco season Harvey Sr. would work in the
tobacco warehouse and also farm tobacco.
In 1951, he and his brother Horace built a feed mill to make feed for livestock. At this
time the nearest feed mill was in Clinton, North Carolina.
About a year later Graham Bros. built a farm supply store in front of the feed mill on
Railroad Avenue and started leasing the Brick Warehouse for storage of farm supplies and
selling tobacco. In 1958 Graham Bros. bought the Brick Warehouse, but Brick was not selling
much tobacco at this time.
In 1965 Harvey Jr. came home from Clemson University and went into business with
his Dad and Uncle. About a year later the Grahams built the grain elevator on Casey Street
to handle corn and soybeans .
In 1978, Horace passed away. About a year later Harvey Sr. and Harvey Jr. built on to
the original farm supply store. The expansion more than doubled the size of the store and a
complete line of hardware was added.
In 1986, Harvey Graham , III, graduated from Clemson University and came home to
join the business. Soon after this, ground was broken for Carolina Linen Systems . This
business furnishes and cleans linen for Motels and Hospitals and opened for business
February 1987 .
Through all of these years the business has been expanding and growing. The farm
supply is the largest independent Royster dealer in the state. The Brick Warehouse sells
more tobacco than any other warehouse in Horry County .
Over the years Harvey Sr. and Harvey Jr. have purchased several farms and are actively
involved in operating them. Keeping up with everything is time consuming, so the responsibilities have to be divided up among Harvey Sr., Harvey Jr., and Harvey, III.
Together the businesses have around thirty full-time employees and some part-time
employees .
Harvey, III, has a younger brother, Perrin, who is a junior in high school. Maybe in a
few years when he finishes school, if he decides to join the business, it will truly be Graham
Bros. again.
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H.B. COX TAXI SERVICE
H.B. COX TRUCKING, BUILDER SUPPLIES, USED CARS & FERTILIZER

H. Brooks Cox had the first taxi service available in Loris. He started it in the early forties with a 1937 Ford and continued it until the mid-fifties. He parked at the railroad track5
across from where the Texaco station is now .
In the forties Cox started a builders' supply and trucking business located by his home
at 3730 Bryant Street, where he and Mrs. Cox have lived since 1946. He sold sand, rock and
block. He also did long distance hauling of tobacco and fruits.
For about twenty years, 1955-1975, Cox was a Smith-Douglas Fertilizer dealer and continued with his trucking, builders supplies, and used car businesses. Because of a back-hoe
accident that injured his foot, his family persuaded him to sell his trucks and go out of
business in 1975. In 1976 he went to work for his daughter and son-in-law, Linda and
W.C. Bell at Bell Pontiac. At age 70 he still drives the wrecker and works every day.
Cox was born June 2, 1917 and married Velma Gause on December 25, 1937. They
have four children, Phyllis, Linda, Dale and Randy, and seven grandchildren. They are
members of Beulah Baptist Church.
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THE H. CLAY HUGHES BUILDING
The H. Clay Hughes building, located on the corner of Main and Railroad Streets,
began business as The Garrell Brothers in 1920, right after World War I. It was owned by
R.M. Garrell and Bish Anderson, both, at that time, of Tabor City. The manager was
H. Clay Hughes, who moved here from Beaver Dam, NC. The store sold general merchandise; everything from clothing for the entire family to groceries to farm supplies.
In the late '20s, Hughes purchased Anderson's interest, and the business name was
changed to Garrell and Hughes. At the end of World War II , Garrell sold his share to Clay
Hughes, and the store was renamed H. Clay Hughes.
For a long number of years, Clay's wife, Ruth Graham Hughes, operated a dress and
hat shop on the second floor of the building. She relinquished this very successful enterprise
when she returned to teaching school in the 1950s at Green Sea High.
24
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In 1949, Hughes passed away, and his son, Henry C. Hughes, ran the business
until 1955, when the building was completely destroyed by fire . A new store was built, and
in 1956 it re-opened as Henry's Trading Post, carrying dry goods and army surplus . Eventually, the business expanded into a chain consisting of 17 stores known as Henry's Stores,
Inc.
While he was in the mercantile business, Clay Hughes was very active in civic and community affairs. He was the first fire chief of the town's volunteer fire department, and for
many years chairman of the board of trustees for the Loris school system. He served as commander of the Loris American Legion for many years, leading the post during the period of
time that it drew national attention as "The Biggest Little Post in The World". Later, he
became a lay speaker of the Loris Methodist Church, speaking at churches all over the state.

HARDEE MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Hardee Manufacturing Company, Incorporated was founded in 1958 by Eldred Hardee ,
a native of Horry County who lives in the Mount Vernon Community near Loris . The company initially consisted of a small building, converted from a two-car garage, and had one
employee. The beginning operations consisted of repairing equipment for local farmers .
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In 195 7, Eldred Hardee recognized the need for a tractor mounted tobacco sprayer and
built one for his own use. A neighboring farmer requested a sprayer be built for him , and
the first Hardee Sprayer was manufactured during 1958 in the small converted garage. As
the demand for the Hardee Sprayer increased, operations were moved into a newly constructed 2000 square foot building. Additional expansions were made in 1961 and 1962. On
April 17, 1963 a fire destroyed the plant, but within three months operations resumed in a
new 30,000 square foot plant and employment was increased to 21 employees.
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Following the 1963 re-construction there was continued expansion and employment
growth. By 1980, the Hardee Manufacturing Company Complex exceeded 90,000 square
feet consisting of a manufacturing plant, an airplane hanger, and a garage-equipment repair
building. At this time employment had reached an all time high of 140 employees.
Since the introduction of the first Hardee Sprayer, the Hardee (Tiger ® ) Equipment
Line has expanded to the point where it offers the most diversified line of agriculture equipment available from a single manufacturer in the Southeastern United States. Hardee
Manufacturing Company products are sold by farm equipment dealers from Delaware to
Florida and as far West as Texas . Equipment dealers also export Hardee products to Greece,
Egypt, Central and South America. The Hardee (Tiger ® ) Equipment Line currently consists
of rotary cutters, sprayers, trailers, car dollies, disc harrows, wood splitters, box·scrapers,
pond transfer water pump, and commercial trash containers.
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HARDWICK FERTILIZER COMPANY
Hardwick Fertilizer Company was opened in 1925 by brothers Clifford H. and Dan W.
Hardwick. It was originally called Hardwick Fertilizer and Farm Supplies. In 1934, after
Cliff left the business, Dan incorporated and built a business that has become a tradition
for many farm families.
The folksy atmosphere "Mr. Dan" created often brought many customers back to chat
or to just get advice on planting.
The office was always rustic with stacks of fertilizer on the unfinished floors. There
were racks of garden and flower seed, garden tools, insecticides, and bins of seed . The walls
had a barometer and tobacco advertisements. More recently they have started selling liquid
nitrogen and newer chemicals.
In 195 7, Dan Hardwick was honored by Spencer Chemical Company as "The Oldest
Fertilizer Dealer In The United States". He was active in the business until his death in
1963 .
Today, Hardwick Fertilizer Company is located in a remodeled warehouse at 4421
Meeting Street and is still family-owned. Thomas W. Stanley has been President since 1954 .
Other officers are: Vice-President, Nell H. Stanley; Directors: Danya H . Yon, Susan H.
Fitch, and Nathan E. Hardwick, III.
26
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Hardwick Fertilizer Company has been proud of its employees and believed they were
dedicated to high standards and good service. Past employees were: Thelbert Milligan,
Charlie Watson, Catherine Rogers, Ernestine Bailey, and Jessie Ruth Morris. Present
employees are: Liston Rogers and Nanette Marlowe.
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HARDWICK FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Jennings W. Hardwick began selling caskets at Peoples Hardware Store in 1921. At that
time little was expected in the way of funeral services, but he began to lend his truck as a
funeral coach. The business grew and it became necessary to remodel and have larger quarters
by 1943. The present facility was built in 1964, a handsome building which received wide
recognition for the beauty of its appointments.
Harold]. Hardwick, Jennings' son, began working in the business when he was only
fourteen and became associated with it full-time in 1948. After the death of both father
and son, the third generation, Stephen D. Hardwick, became the owner and operator of the
business .
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HARDWICK INSURANCE AGENCY
4421 Meeting Street
Loris, S. C. 29569
By Nannette M. Marlowe, agent

When I joined the office force of Dan W. Hardwick in February, 1940, I did not
realize that the lines of property and casualty insurance would prove intersting and important . That time of year was the busy bookkeeping season for thousands of tons of fertilizers,
farm supplies, crop mortgages , real estate transactions. Our office handled the work for
Hardwick Fertilizer Co. , Inc., as well as Dan W. Hardwick, Insurance Agent , accounts.
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We now have documentation showing Mr. Hardwick was an active agent as far back as
1921. I took the state test, and was approved as an agent, being declared the first female
agent the insurance commission knew of in the state . We started under the name of Hardwick Insurance Agency, so either of us could handle the flow of material and policies .
Mr. Hardwick was always willing and ready to advise on real estate properties. At that
time, he was the recognized Real Estate Agent of this town and area. As a result, we
prepared many deeds, mortgages, wills and contracts. He was always careful to refer to an
attorney any legal questions.
Many years before there was a state tax for notaries, I secured a license as Notary
Public. We performed from our insurance office many services of notaries without pay. We
had letters of commendation for filling out more Selective Service blanks for boys being inducted at the beginning of the War than anyone in the county and probably the state. We
were also authorized and invited to minister marriage vows to couples several times, but felt
we should call in our ministers!
During the past 45 years, we have written some of everything. We covered banks,
money and securities, bonds, personnel, even marble-top counters. We covered all phases of
the early years of Loris Hospital. We wrote a long list of school buses, Farmers' Market, all
town properties, even the water tanks and pumphouses! It has been a varied and growing
industry, but since we are the oldest in the county, we have watched the changes with great
interest.
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Before Hurricane Hazel, we could hardly sell wind or extended coverage on property,
even though we wrote almost all businesses in town as well as their homes. In the 1940's,
many people did not cover their vehicles!
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In the early 1960s Tom and Nell H . Stanley and I became partners in the agency at the
demise of Mr. Hardwick and Tom became an agent. Our present office was completed and
we moved from the Main Street area to the more quiet, comfortable quarters of Meeting
Street .
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HARRELSON'S CLOTHING
Harrelson's Clothing was opened in 1920 by Oscar Harrelson, whose stock consisted of
dress, casual and work shoes and clothes. The business was located on Railroad Avenue next
door to the present day store .
Harrelson continued to operate the business until 1965 when, due to poor health, he
sold his nephew, Robert Harrelson, the business. Robert remodeled and operated it as a
general merchandise store until his untimely death in 1975 . At that time his son, John,
started operating the business and continues to do so, selling dress , casual, and work shoes and
camouflage clothing.
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HENIFORD & FREEMAN
D.O. Heniford, a pharmacist who operated the Loris Drug Store, became an agent for
the Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Company, Greensboro, NC and opened offices in the
back of his store. In 1935 he entered into a partnership with O.D . Freeman, who moved to
Loris from Atlanta, and the firm became known as Heniford & Freeman . It was a general
insurance agency which represented a number of insurance companies.
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After Heniford sold the Loris Drug Store, Heniford & Freeman moved into separate
offices on Main Street near the theater. It continued in operation until about 1950.
Freeman continued as the Freeman Insurance Agency and Heniford became a general agent
for Franklin Life Insurance Company.
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HORRY COUNTY NATIONAL BANK
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Horry County National Bank was brought into being in December of 1962 as the result
of a conversation between E.E . Prince and his brother, J.B . Prince. Seven other men joined
them and together they began the organization of a locally owned, community bank. The
wheels were soon set in motion and in the summer of 1963, 15,000 shares of bank stock
were offered to the public. A table was set up on the Loris Drug Store to handle the sale of
the stock, which only local people were allowed to purchase . All 15,000 shares were snapped
up in a record two days .
Horry County National Bank officially opened its doors in August, 1963, in the
building previously occupied by Loris Drug Store. It was, however, May of 1966 before the
bank moved its base from this building to its new , modern facilty at the conjunction of
Broad and Main Street. HCNB, which was the pride of the community, brought a number
of "firsts" to Loris . They were the first to pay checks at par value, first with drive-in banking
facilities, and first to have a night depository .
The board of directors was made up of Douglas Bailey , James Blanton, Frank Cameron,
Harvey Graham , Roy Lee Hardee , Sr. , J.C. Hipp (successor to J .B. Prince who had passed
away prior to the opening of the bank), Harry Lewis, E.E . Prince and E.W . Prince , Jr. Harry
Lewis later moved away from Loris and S.F. Horton took his place on the board. E.E. Prince
served as president and James Blanton as vice president. Kenneth B. Cox from Aberdeen,
NC, filled the position of cashier and executive officer from the time the bank opened until
29

October, 1965. E.E. Prince, as president, operated the bank for the next five months.
Donald F. Hardee joined Horry County National in February, of 1966, as head of the Installment Loan Department. A few weeks later, Neil P. Clinton came from Red Springs,
NC, to take over the position of executive vice president and cashier. Clinton served in this
capacity, and later as president and chief executive officer, until his retirement in 1978. At
this time, Donald Hardee stepped into the position.
In 1974 Horry County National Bank extended its service area with the opening of a
branch office in Little River. With the help of this new office , the bank continued to grow
in assets, deposits, and loans. The Loris office was expanded and remodeled in 1983, adding
more executive offices, a much needed board room, and a more spacious bookkeeping
department. The completion of this new addition coincided with the twenty year anniversary of Horry County National Bank's service to the community.
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August, 1985, brought another change for Horry County National Bank. The board of
directors announced at that time that Southern National Corporation, a North Carolina
based holding company, had made an offer to the stockholders of HCNB to purchase it for
$10 . 1 million. At a special meeting held in December, the stockholders voted to accept the
proposal. The regulations allowing interstate banking went into effect on January 1, 1986;
and, on April 1, 1986, the merger was completed as Horry Counyy National Bank officially
became Southern National Bank of South Carolina. Donald Hardee, president and CEO,
cited mortgage lending, automatic teller machines, and the bank's own credit card operation
as just few of the additional services and benefits that the bank would now be able to offer
to its customers.
Since that time, Southern National Bank of South Carolina has continued to grow.
Two new branches were opened on the Grand Strand in summer of 1986, one in Socastee
and the other in North Myrtle Beach. Other acquisitions throughout the state have resulted
in branches in Belton, Piedmont, Honea Path, Columbia, and more recently, Charleston.

HORRY TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, INC.
The Horry Telephone
Cooperative, Inc . was formally
organized on June 16 , 1952 .
The Charter board members
were H.G. McNeill, Barney
Long, Ernest Johnston, Sr. ,
Joe Blount , E.L. McGougan,
H .L. Davis , F.M. Edge, D .K.
Stalvey, and W.D. Johnson .
McNeill was elected the first
president of Horry Telephone
Cooperative, Inc. , and has
served continuously in this
capacity by an annual vote of the board of directors. During his years of service as president,
McNeill has compiled a history of Horry Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
30
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In the early 1950s most rural families in our area had
through a lot of hard, dedicated work on the part of local
tion Program. With homes being equipped with electrical
anxious to gain another step on their city cousins. Interest
service.

received lights in their homes
people and the Rural Electrificaconveniences, rural residents were
began to grow in rural telephone

Through the foresight and efforts of Horry County Agent V.M. Johnston, a Feasibility
or Study Committee was formed on January 18, 1951. Serving on this committee were P.S.
Page, H.E. Hayes, C.G. Bullock, A.B. Jackson, Joe Blount, F.M. Edges, Harry Davis,
Barney Long, F.M. Shuford, and many others. They had the full cooperation of Horry Electric Cooperative, Inc., and its manager, Lloyd P. Williams.
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This Committee contacted existing telephone companies to see if they were interested
in providing much needed telephone service. Needless to say, the companies' answer was
"No." None would serve our area.
The Committee determined that the only solution was to organize a telephone
cooperative. The committee along with many other persons conducted a survey to determine
the number of families interested in organizing a membership-owned telephone
cooperative. Then REA was contacted and requested to furnish technical and financial
assistance . One of REA's requirements was that existing telephone companies be given a
one-year grace period before the Cooperative could formally apply for loan.
On June 16, 1952 , the committee called a meeting of interested persons to organize a
telephone cooperative . The purpose of this meeting was to select a name , elect directors,
determine stock issuance, apply for a charter, and adopt bylaws . There were 81 prospective
members present . The directors elected were Barney Long , Ernest Johnston , Sr. , Joe Blount ,
E.L. McGougan, H.L. Davis, F.M. Edge, D .K. Stalvey, H.G. McNeil!, and W .D . Johnson.
A special meeting was called at 10:00 P.M. that night to elect officers, appoint an attorney, and appoint an acting manager .
The following were dected and appointed at that meeting:
President .. .... ..... .. . .. . .. .. ..... . . ... . .. . . ... ... ... .. ... H .G. McNeill
Vice President . ..... . . .. ... . .... . .. . .... .. ........ . ... . ..... .. . H .L. Davis
Secretary .......... . .. . .... ... .. ...... ...... .. .... .... .. ... .. Barney Long
Treasurer . ..... ........ .. . . . .. .......... .. .............. . . . . . Barney Long
Attorney ...... . ... . . . . . ... .. .......... ....... . ... ........ J . Kelly Dorman
Acting Manager ... . ......... . ... ... ..... . . .... .. ..... . .... .. F.M. Shuford
An engineering firm was employed , and assistance of REA personnel was sought to
determine our qualifications for obtaining a loan from REA .
Application was made to the South Carolina Public Service Commission to establish
telephone service to our area. Permission was granted to serve rural Horry County, the towns
of Loris and Aynor, and the Garden City and Murrells Inlet area of Georgetown County.
On Dec em her 13, 19 52, the first loan , one million nineteen thousand dollars , was approved pending the Cooperative's meeting REA requirements . In the Spring of 1953 the
membership drive was intensified to get the necessary number of interested persons to sign
up for service . Many people were reluctant , choosing to wait until there were visible signs
that service would be a reality. By the Spring of 1954 the membership quota was reached;
and loan funds were released .
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In May, 1954, a contract was let for construction of lines in the Murrells Inlet Exchange. Despite extensive damage caused by Hurricane Hazel, this exchange was cut over
during the year. The legal hurdle to purchase Coastal Telephone Company in Loris, Continental Telephone Company's rural lines, forestry lines, and a few miles of private lines was
cleared on June 30, 1954.
By the end of 1954 the Cooperative had purchased its first pick-up truck, taken over
the operation of Coastal Telephone Company in Loris, cut over the Murrells Inlet Exchange,
and had a total of 421 subscribers. That year's revenue was $14,523.00, and eight employees
were on the payroll. These employees were: George Bell, Lorraine]. Johnson, Annabelle H .
Burroughs, J.M. Marlowe, Jr., Johnny Osborne, Ed Osborne, Clifton Tyler, and Pearl
Hardee .
The following year, 1955, contracts for Horry, Aynor, and Floyds Exchanges were let;
and these exchanges were cut over in 1956. In early 1956 the Town of Loris granted a franchise . Contracts were let, and that exchange was cut over in early 195 7, which made a total
of five exchanges and 1,500 subscrubers. Since that time Wampee, Lakewood , East Conway,
and South Conway exchanges have been added to give a total of nine exchanges.
History of our growth ...
In 1954, Murrells Inlet Exchange had 87 member-subscribers ... today , approximately 36,000.
In 1954, Horry Telephone Coop . had 421 member-subscribers . .. today, approximately 35 ,000 .
In 194, 8 employees .. . today, 167 employees .
In 1954 , 2 vehicles . . . today , 82 vehicles .
In 1954, 2 vehicles . . . today, 82 vehicles.
Plant investment in 1954 was $49, 152 .00 . . . Investment in 1987 is over 69
million.
Revenues in 1954 were $14,523.00 .. . Our revenues will be over 15 million this
year.
Payroll in 1987 is over $4,000,000.00
Today we have approximately 13 member-subscribers per mile of line. General
Telephone Co. has more than 30 subscribers per mile, and Bell has more than 40
subscribers per mile, yet our rates for service to member-subscribers are less .
We are proud of our growth and feel that the Cooperative will continue its growth pattern. The availability of telephone service in our service area is an asset to its development .
Industry would not have come to the rural area without telephone service.
The growth and success of Horry Telephone Cooperative is proof that the Cooperative' s
philosophy of "people working together to provide a service" will work.

l
1

l
32

!

I

JOE LIBBERT
The store which Joe Libbert operated for many years was actually established in 1934 by
Sam Libbert of Lake City, S.C. , his brother. Joe Libbert was manager for about one year
and then went into business for himself in a small way. He had so little stock he would sell
out and he and his wife Elnita would go off at night to buy more. In tobacco season and
spring they had more business than they could well take care of and would work until midnight on Saturday nights.
Joe Libbert was a very generous man . He helped many churches in Loris, both white
and black. Money was a little hard to get in those years, but he would take down overcoats
and give them to the needy who were cold and didn't have money to pay for them .
Libbert ran the business until his death in 1955 . Born in Manchester, England, a son of
Phillip Max and Rose Want Libbert, he came to Richmond , VA, in 1916 . Later he went to
Baltimore, MD, in 1920. He is buried in Patterson Cemetery and the map on his monument tells the story of his life .
Mrs. Elnita Cox Libbert, his widow, remarried in 195 7. She now operates the store as
Poston's Dept . Store .
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JONES STORES
Jones Stores was founded on July 2, 1954 in Bladenboro, North Carolina by James P.
Jones. That store is now located in its third different location since first opening there.
In 1960 the second was opened in Loris, South Carolina. Next came a store in Conway,
South Carolina.
Upon opening the third store, it became apparent that Jones Stores would need some
sort of warehousing or distribution plan. Subsequently , a small main office was established
in the next Jones Store, which was opened on Railroad Street in Tabor City. Behind that
store was a small warehouse which was the beginning of Jones warehousing and distribution
system.

.

Next came the opening of the Shallotte, North Carolina, store followed by the opening
of the Latta, South Carolina store. By this time in 196 5, there was a need for a better
warehouse and distribution plan . Then came the construction and formation of J & C
Wholesale Company in Tabor City. J & C wholesale became the general distribution center,
the main buying office, as well as genenil administrative headquarters.
New stores followed in Chadbourn , North Carolina; Lake View, South Carolina;
Dillon, South Carolina, Bennetsville, South Carolina; Cherry Grove Beach, South Carolina;
and Rowland, North Carolina.
In the early 1970's, the philosophy of opening stores took a different approach. Instead
of opening stores only in uptown areas, the company started looking for and opening stores
in shopping center locations.
The next four stores were opened in strip shopping centers, each one of them located
beside progressive food stores. These stores located in the following towns and in this order:
Clarkton, North Carolina; Lake Waccamaw, North Carolina; Fairmont, North Carolina;
Elizabethtown, North Carolina; and Tabor City, North Carolina
The next two locations of the company came about through the existing variety stores
selling out and their buildings being available. First, was Hartsville, South Carolina, which
was the fartherest move from home base. This uptown location became available when the
only uptown variety store moved out, which became a natural opening for the company.
The next location became available when Ben Franklin Stores vacated their building in
Mullins, South Carolina, in a strip shopping center there. This building was 17 ,000 square
feet and represented our largest store yet.
In 1983, a shopping center was developed in Maxton, North Carolina, with the next
store being located in that center.
In October of 1983 Jones Stores negotiated with and bought ten stores from the Woods
Store chain . At that time, Woods was the largest competitor to the Jones Store chain. These
stores were located in the following towns: Bennettsville , South Carolina; Conway, South
Carolina; Fair Bluff, North Carolina; Laurinburg, North Carolina; Loris, South Carolina;
Lumberton, North Carolina; Pembroke, North Carolina; Red Springs, North Carolina;
Rockingham, North Carolina; and Whiteville , North Carolina. This represented, by far, the
greatest expansion in the history of the company with the company going from 18 stores to
28 stores overnight. This transaction also gave the company a second location in two of its
existing towns.
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The next expansion took place in Fairmont, North Carolina with a new shopping center
being built and Jones occupying one of the buildings.
A 12,500 square foot free standing building, previously occupied by Parker's Food
Stores in Burgaw, N.C., was completed renovated to fit the needs of aJones Store . This
brought the number of stores in the chain to 30.
The two most recent additions are in St. Pauls, N .C. in 1986 and in Dillon, S.C. in 1987.
The merchandising theory of Jones Stores really hasn't changed much over the years.
The company started on the theory of giving the consumer the most quantity and quality
for the least amount of money. The philosophy also centers on carrying the merchandise
that people need and use every day.
Jones Stores has buyers in the largest markets and the largest merchandise shows in the
world. These markets include: New York , Chicago, Atlanta, as well as Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Korea, Japan, and Brazil.
With the positive and upward growth pattern that the company has experienced over
the years, Jones Stores feels that they can offer the best merchandise at the lowest prices to
be found .

J & C Wholesale Company is the sister company that handles all the merchandise,

distribution, supervision, and administrative support to Jones Stores. J & C has occupied a
100,000 square foot warehouse and office complex since 1981 on Highway 701 Bypass in
Tabor City. Approximately 50 persons are employed at that location.
The family members who turn the wheel of progress for Jones Stores and J & C
Wholesale: James P. Jones , founder, James R. Jones, Michael K. Jones, and Dennis D . Jones.
James R. Jones is Chief Executive Officer in charge of store operations and Promotions
Executive as well as assisting in buying in some categories.
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Michael K. Jones is Chief Executive Officer in charge of purchasing, merchandising,
and the general administrative staff. This includes overall operations of J & C Wholesale
Company.
Dennis D . Jones is the merchandise manager and buyer of the general hardgoods
departments for the company, which includes housewares, hardware, domestics, toys, electronics, appliances , and novelties. He also controls the transportation and routing of
incoming purchases.
Jones stores has a positive outlook on the future -- knowing that the kind of stores that
they operate fills a need that exists in most communities. The discounting of variety merchandise tends to keep Jones Stores thriving even when the economy is not at its best. The company is looking positively to the future as it aggressively looks at expansion opportunities.
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KENYAN AUTO STORE
The building at 3977 Main was purchased by R.F. Floyd from C.E. Conerly in the forties. A business known as Kenyan Auto and Appliances was operated there by Odell and
Kemp Floyd. The store was later rented to Claude Shannon for a laundry. This building was
purchased by Kemp Floyd in 1956. It is operated now by Roger Grainger as Grainger's Paint
Store.

HERBERT L. KING

1934

1978

I am a member of the First Baptist Church pf Loris, a
member of the Masonic Lodge and the Shriners . I finished
school at Loris High School in the year 19 30 . I started work
with Mr. Clay Huges, a successful businessman, in 1931. I
worked for him a few years until I started with the Ford
dealership. I continued with the dealership until I went into
partnership with R.P . Hardee and Mr. Gaddy who owned the
Ford dealership in 1934. Hardee and I bought Gaddy out and
continued together until 1978. In 1978, we sold the dealership to Davis Heniford and W. C. Bell and Charles Hodges
(deceased). Heniford and Bell are the present owners of Loris
Ford. It is under the management of Leneau Nobles and
Family .
In December, 1956, I married Bernice (Small) King. We have four children, Mike
King, finance officer of C & S Bank and father of two children; Phyliss K. Anderson, wife
of Gene Anderson of Anderson Ins . and mother of three children; Lana Faye Pike, wife of
Jim Pike, attorney-at-law in North Myrtle Beach and mother of two children; and Anthony
Barry King, a senior at the Citadel of Charleston.
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We lived in Cherry Grove Beach and while we were living there, I was elected Mayor
for four terms. We built a motel, King's Motel, presently known as Sir Walter's. We also
built King's View Villas in 1957. We sold the motel and condominium and moved to the
Dunes Section in the north part of Myrtle Beach. We are living there at the present time.
After I sold the Ford dealership, I didn't want to retire, so I went into mortgage financing in the Old Ford dealership building. I have been in Real Estate Sales & Financing approximately ten years. My secretary, Mary Ann Johnson, has been working with me for four
years in my part-time venture. I now plan to continue in the finance business as long as my
health will permit. I have thoroughly enjoyed working with the people of this community
and God bless you all. God has richly blessed me and my family throughout the years and I
give him credit for my success in life.

1
LEGGETTE FUNERAL HOME
Golden Leggette, son of the late Troy and Mary Green Leggette, was born in the Britton Neck section of Marion County. He has owned and operated the Leggette Funeral
Home since 1941.
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LONGS BROS. BODY SHOP
Douglas Long and M.D. Long owned and operated the Longs Bros. Body Shop from
about 1969 to 1973. The building was located directly across Hwy. 701 N. from the Red &
White. The firm did customer auto body repairs and painting and bought wrecked cars to
repair and sell .

LORIS AUTO PARTS
The establishment of Loris Auto Parts by R.A. Bass and Harry W. Tellevast of Conway,
who already owned Conway Auto Parts, was an important development to the motorists and
garages of the Loris area. Before this store was opened, any time a garage had a car to repair
and did not have the necessary parts in stock, it was necessary to send someone to
Whiteville or to Conway to pick them up .
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This business did not prove to be very successful financially for the owners, so they
decided to move the stock of goods from Loris to a new store they were opening in
Georgetown. When Eldred Prince, passing the store one morning, saw a truck loading the
parts to be carried to Georgetown, he got in touch with the owners in Conway and asked
them to sell the store instead of taking stock to Georgetown. They agreed and came to Loris
to negotiate a deal with Eldred Prince and J.B. Prince, Jr. for the store. It proved to be a
success almost from the beginning for the new owners. At the time of the purchase the
store was located on the south side of Main Street, almost directly across the street from its
present location, 3575 Main St.
The store was opened by the Conway owners in 1939 and was purchased by the Princes
in 1941. Harvey Graham became the first manager under the Princes. He had already assumed the responsibility of management of Coastal Telephone Company which was owned by
E.E. Prince. Other people who were connected with the store during the years included Tom
Stanley , E.H. Hickman, Mauline Hickman , Paul Hilburn, J.D. Martin , Danny Martin, Clifton Todd, Puckett Wootten and Loretta Gerald .
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The store is presently managed by Gene Elliott, who is also financially interested in it.
Flint Mincey and Victor King are helping him in its operation. The store has recently suffered
a fire loss and the building is in process of being restored and redecorated and the stock is being replaced with new, fresh merchandise. The fire was caused by lightning during a
thunderstorm. The fact that this store was opened in 1939 and has operated continuously ever
since makes it one of the oldest businesses in Loris.
After this store operated successfully for several years, Tabor City Auto Parts was
established. A few years later a store was opened in Nichols under the name of Pee Dee
Auto Parts. Both these businesses have been sold in recent years.

LORIS BARBER SHOP
Gurthie Dorman owned the Loris Barber Shop when Baynard C. Caines began working in
it in 1931 as soon as he graduated from high school. Gurthie Dorman sold it to his brother,
Herbert, in 1935, and he in turn sold it to Caines, who operated it until his death inJune 1973.
The shop was located on Main Street between the present Loris Sentinel offices on the west and
the Loris Shoe Shop on the east. Caines believed in hard work and accommodating his fellow
man.
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LORIS CASH STORE TO IGA FOODLINER
Roy Lee Hardee, Sr. married Stella Fowler in 1934 and began the family grocery
business, The Loris Cash Store, but Hardee laughingly said, "It was credit all the way."

I
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Farming was the area's main income at that time. Farmers paid their debts in the fall
when their crops were sold. Sometimes their entire year's bill at The Loris Cash Store was
only $40, but that was a large amount in those days when money was scarce.
Roy Lee Hardee, Jr. remembers that when he was young, his father sometimes walked
out on the porch and looked at the sky before going to bed, concerned about rain on the
farmer's crops. If they had a good year, they would be able to pay all their credit.
The younger Hardee was born in a house where the present IGA store is located today,
3970 Main. He was a "store baby," always around while his parents worked in their small
wood frame store building beside where Bertie's fashions is located today. In 1945 the house
was torn down and the present store building (which has since been expanded) was
constructed on the property.
He attended Loris schools and studied accounting for a year at Draughns Business
School in Columbia. He came back and began working with his father in 1955 at The Loris
Cash Store, in clothing and general merchandise.
Seeing the need for a modern supermarket and competitive prices, the Hardees
remodeled, added new equipment and affiliated with IGA (Independent Grocer's Alliance)
in 1964. The new store had ample parking frontage on Main Street with added paved parking at the rear. IGA used the rear of the adjoining building (formerly the post office) for
storage. The front of the building was occupied by Santee Cooper.
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At that time IGA was (and still is) the world's largest independent food organization of
more than 5,000 leading merchants located throughout the U.S. and Canada. The Loris
store was the fifth IGA to be located in Horry County .
A family business, Loris IGA was run by Roy Lee Hardee, Sr. and sons Roy Lee Jr. and
Donald, who were involved with the buying, shelf stocking and general operation. Mrs.
Hardee, Sr., operating one of the checkout counters, was assisted by Maxine Bellamy and
Louise Graham . William (Dott) Bellamy, was market manager.
A formal dedication of the store was given by the Rev . Lester Branham, pastor of the
First Baptist Church, with Ken (Sharecropper) Lovell officiating. This was followed by three
days of Grand Opening . Fifty bags of food, a 12 cubic foot Philco Deluxe refrigerator and
host of other prizes were given away . "Carmie" the clown was an attraction for the children.
1970 was a special year for the Hardees. They bought the Farmer's Tobacco warehouse
on adjoining land and built a spacious parking lot. In November of that year, Hardee, Sr.
celebrated his 50th year working in the grocery business in Loris along with the Grand
Opening of the newly remodeled IGA building.

Roy Lee Hardee, Sr. began as a clerk with J.M. Mishoe and Co. in 1920 . The store
changed hands several times during the next decade, with a number of Loris families being
involved. After working as a clerk and then in partnership, Hardee , Sr. became owner in
1931.
For a continuing 66 years, Roy Hardee, Sr. and sons have operated a successful grocery
business, always looking to the future and opportunities for expanding to meet the growing
needs of the community. Hardee, Sr., has retired and the Hardee brothers are still partners
in the business, although Donald is now vice chairman and regional administrator of
Southern National Bank.
The elder Hardee remembers the difference in prices in the 30s compared to today. He
used to sell a 5 pound bag of sugar for 25¢, four pounds of lard for 25¢ and drinks, 5¢. All
cuts of beef were 25¢ a pound. His business grew from one to thirteen salaried employees.
Roy Lee Hardee, Jr. has seen Loris change. He said he once knew everyone he met on
the street, now people are moving into Loris and there are many new faces. "Loris would be
like a lot of other little towns if it had not been for progressive merchants," he said. "They
formed a local Industrial Development Board, invested money and in return, received more
trade."
The modern IGA store employs nineteen people. Hardee is continually applying new
ideas and business practices that will be of benefit to the customers. Roy Lee, Jr. and his
wife, Eliza Lucille Brown Hardee, have two children, Roy Stephen and Abby Gail. Stephen
is now assistant manager of the store and Abby is secretary and cashier.
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The woman in the picture is Miss Claudia Stanley of Loris, S. C. Born 1897, died 1949,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Penny Stanley. She was a school teacher. The man is unknown at
present. This picture is made in front of the first Drug Store in Loris and was known at "The
Prince Hotel", built about 1910. Where this picture is made about 1916 is now "The Fashion
Center" owned by Mrs. Lotterene Prince Freeman. On the left was The Farmers Bank.

THE HISTORY OF LORIS DRUG STORE
The first drug store in Loris was known as Loris Drug Store. It was owned by W .].
Hughes of Loris and was located where the Loris Fashion Center is now. The building was
built about 1910. It was known as "The Prince Hotel." Hughes was a pharmacist and his
brother-in-law, Bill Hughes, was also a pharmacist, and worked with him. In 1915 Hughes
sold the drug store to the Nye Brothers, Laneau, Sherwood and Dewey Nye, of Conway, SC.
After operating in this location they moved across the street to Railroad Avenue in the
building now known as Harrelson Clothing Store. The name Nye Pharmacy is still imprinted
in the tile floor. The Nye Brothers operated this business until 1922.
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In 1922 the business was sold to Davis 0. Heniford, who changed the name back to
Loris Drug Store . Douglas Bailey of Nichols, S.C. came to work for Heniford at the age of
18, and was encouraged to study pharmacy. With the aid of Heniford he attended USC and
received his Pharmacist degree. The drug store was then moved back to Meeting Street to
the location now occupied by Shorty's Grill. Heniford became dissatisfied and decided to
move to Main Street to the store now occupied by New York New York. Heniford sold the
business to A.L. Moir of Fayetteville, N .C., who operated it until his death in 1945.
Douglas Bailey continued to work for Loris Drug Store under Moir and in 1947 bought
one-half interest in the business. Three years later in 1950 he bought the other half from
Mrs. A.L. Moir. In 1966 a new drug store was built in the same location it now stands and
was owned and operated by Douglas Bailey until January 1, 1980. At the time he continued
to work, but gave the ownership of Loris Drug Store to his children, Ann Bailey Sims and
Singleton Bailey. The partnership existed until 1985 . At that time Singleton Bailey bought
out his sister's interest.
At the observance of the centennial Douglas Bailey still continues to work in the
business. The business employs two pharmacists: Troy Sims and Tim Skipper; Stock
Manager: Lewis Gould; Secretary and Bookkeeper: Lynda Todd ; Accounts Receivable
Bookeeper: Florene Stevens; Clerks: Susan Strickland , Jeanette Martin, Cindy Fipps, Audrey
Bromell, Debbie Norris, Pam Blanton and Steven Gerald.
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LORIS FASHION CENTER
In 1947 Hal V. Prince began a new retail career. Accompanied by Ernest Graham, a
former employee of Tapps in Columbia, Prince went to New York with a letter of recommendation from the Tapps brothers to their New York buying office. Prince's target
customers would be women sizes 4-20 with popular to better priced merchandise. There
would also be a small men's department.
By August, 1947, the Loris Fashion Center was ready to open. New customers were
assured of the best fashions with such names as Jantzen, Nardis of Dallas, and Nelly Don.
Prince, his wife Mattie Boyd Prince, and their daughter Lottie became a good fashion team .
The store's first customer was Evelyn Gore, who owned a beauty shop in Loris. She bought
the first dress and has remained a good friend and customer. This was the beginning of
many wonderful years of personal service to its customers. Loris now had its first specialty
shop.
When Prince decided to retire in 1967, his daughter, Charlotte P. Freeman became
owner. The store soon doubled its original size to 2 , 800 sq. ft. of sales area. Lottie, as she is
called by her friends, and her husband, Charles Freeman, do the buying for the store. To
provide the right merchandise mix they travel to Charlotte and Atlanta markets five times
each year. They also go to New York, and occasionally to Dallas.
Maxine Sarvis has been employed since 1967, with the exception of a few years. She
has helped provide the personal service and "pampering" that the Fashion Center customer
deserves.
The stucco building, located in the center of Loris, has now served three generations. It
was built by P.C. Prince, father of Hal Prince, shortly after the turn of the century.
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LORIS HARDWARE AND FURNITURE CO., INC.
E.D. Felder came from Bamberg County and was associated with his brother H.M.
Felder of Pee Dee Hardware Company in Mullins, S.C. According to E.D. Felder, a Mr.
Reaves at that time owned Loris Hardware Company. H .M. Felder and E.D . Felder bought
Loris Hardware Company from him. E.D. Felder came to Loris in 1912 to run the store.
In the meantime J .M. Felder, Jam es Felder's father and a brother of H. M. and E. D.,
went to Fork, SC and ran a store there for about five months. The brothers pooled the Fork
store into Pee Dee Hardware Company . J .M. left Fork in 1916 and came to Loris to help
E.D . to run Loris Hardware. E.D. and J.M. bought Loris Hardware from Pee Dee Hardware
Company.
E.D. and J.M. ran Loris Hardware Company for about forty-five years, more or less, according to James Felder, J.M.'s son, who lives in Loris.
Loris Hardware Company went out of business on January 31, 1949 .
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LORIS HOTEL
The Loris Hotel was built around 1910 by Mr. and Mrs. D.J. Butler, who operated it until 1926 or 1927 , when it was purchased by Mrs. Louise Stanley Kapps, who later married
Harry Lee Eidson . D.J. Butler was the uncle and Mrs. Eidson was the mother of Winnie
Duke.
The hotel was located on Main Street, then known as Patterson Street , where the Fast
Fare is now .
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Mrs. Eidson operatec! the hotel until 1946 when she sold it to Mrs . P.D . Bell. Mrs. Bell
operated it until it was sold and the lot cleared for Fast Fare . While Mrs. Eidson and her
family lived at the hotel, many of the area's schoolteachers boarded there . According to her
daughter, Winnie Duke, the hotel was more of a "large family ." Mama did a lot of canning. Many nights a crowd gathered on the back porch to help prepare vegetables ."
During the 30s the charge at the hotel was $1.00 per day for board which included
three meals a day. One of the local teachers who arrived in 1940 was Sallie Lathrop, who
met and married Mrs. Eidson's son, L.B. "Spec" Kapps. She remembers paying $25.00 per
month out of a salary of $75 .00. "I had a whole $50 .00 to spend."
Delicious meals were served family style in the large dining room. "Mama made
everyone feel at home. People that knew her will remember this."

NATIONAL BANK OF SOUTH CAROLINA
The National Bank of South Carolina and its predecessor, The Farmers Bank of Loris,
have deep roots in Loris. The Farmers Bank of Loris was founded in January 1919 by four
prominent businessmen: Dan W. Hardwick, Charles D. Prince, A.J. Mishoe, and O.E.
Hickman . The bank was capitalized with just $10,000, a small sum compared to the multibillion dollar megabanks of today.
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For 28 years these men guided the bank, one of the few to weather the Great Depression and not close its doors. Dan W . Hardwick served as president of the bank, Charles D .
Prince was vice president and cashier, O.E. Hickman was vice president , and A .J. Mishoe
was a director .
By February, 1928, just nine years after the bank was formed, it held assets of
$168, 749 . The financial report of that year showed that A .). Mishoe was no longer
associated with the bank, and P.C. Prince and A.F. Cannon had become directors.
In June, 1947, all stock in the bank, which by then totaled more than $200,000, was
purchased by the Anderson family. B.B. Anderson became president, E.L. Anderson was
vice president, and B.K. Stabler was vice president and cashier.
In 1954, a newspaper article reported the bank had total assets of $2.75 million. In addition, the article named the four-member staff at the time: Bruce Fipps, assistant cashier;
Hazel P. Cox, teller; and Ladoska Hardee and Bonelle C. Harrelson, bookkeepers .
In the years that followed the Farmers Bank of Loris grew and prospered; and in 196 5,
a second office was opened in Loris, a few blocks from the main office. In June, 1966, a
third office was opened in the Ocean Drive Section of North Myrtle Beach . And in 1969 , a
fourth office opened its doors in the Windy Hill section of North Myrtle Beach.
On June 10, 1974, the Farmers Bank of Loris merged with The National Bank of South
Carolina, headquartered in Sumter, and became known as the Farmers Bank of NBSC.
Total assets of the Loris Bank at the time of the merger were $1 7 million, and after the
merger , the combined assets of the two banks were $115 million.
After the merger , E.L. Anderson, chairman of the board of the Loris bank, and B.K .
Stabler, president , retired . Bruce Fipps, who had ascended to vice president and cashier ,
took over the daily operations of the Loris offices in the capacity of vice president and city
executive, his current position.
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In 1979, the name Farmers Bank of NBSC was dropped, and the bank assumed the
name of its parent company, The National Bank of South Carolina. In addition to Bruce
Fipps, one other employee of the bank named in the newspaper article of 1954 is still
employed at the bank. Ladoska Hardee is now assistant vice president and banking operations manager for NBSC in Loris.
NBSC employs 18 people in its two offices in Loris, which serve the financial needs of
the community with modern banking facilities and conveniences like an automatic teller
machine and a drive-through banking facility. NBSC offers a complete array of financial services, which include a discount brokerage service, trust services, leasing and mortgage financing, and the traditional banking services of checking and savings plans and loans.
\
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The ,National Bank of South Carolina is now the sixth largest bank in Sou th Carolina
with $400 million in total assets. It currently operates 22 banking offices in Loris, North
Myrtle Beach, North Charleston, Goose Creek, Summerville, Columbia, Bishopville,
Manning, Summerton, and Sumter.

NORTHERN PINES GOLF CLUB
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Northern Pines Golf Club was constructed in 1966 by Dr. L.B. Kapps of Loris and E.E.
Wright of Tabor City. The nine hole course is surrounded by residential lots on a 168 acre
tract which is adjacent to the airport. There are three ponds and putting green. Over the
years the course has been leased during two periods of time, but at present is being
operated by the owners. Players may obtain memberships or pay daily green fees. It is open
to the public.

PAGE CHEMICAL CO., INC.
Page Chemical Co., Inc., located at 4434 Broad St., was founded Sept. 1, 1975, as a
farm and garden supply and seed processing center. The company was first located in the
old Lewis-Horton Tobacco Warehouse on Duncan and Meeting Streets and moved to its
present location in 1977. The present staff are Fred Jernigan, Lewis Hardee and Mary C.
Mincey.
The owner, Bill G. Page, is a native of the Green Sea community. He completed high
school at Green Sea and received a B.S. in agriculture from Clemson University in 1956.
Page has been involved with major manufacturing companies where he has worked in most
of the states and 25 foreign countries. He is presently involved in a tobacco warehouse,
restaurant, publishing company, and an international exporting company as well as Page
Chemical.
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PEOPLES FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
Peoples Federal obtained its state charter in 1914 with $120,000 .00 capital under the
name of Peoples Building and Loan Association with their first office in Conway . In 1949
with $417 ,042 .00 in assets , Peoples changed its name to Peoples Savings and Loan Association and joined the Federal Home Loan Bank and also the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation . In 1965 Peoples opened its first branch office at 4242 Main Street here
in Loris with one teller and a branch manager. Today with $1 7 ,000 ,000 .00 in assets , the
Loris office of Peoples Federal Savings and Loan Association offers a wide range of financial
services to the people of the northern section of Horry County. Employees today are vice
president and branch manager Jimmy D. Nealey who joined Peoples Federal in July, 1971,
Ann G. Carter, Lora S. Johnson, Shelby Elliott , Rachel G. Bullard, Jo Anne Sarvis and L.D .
Coats.

...
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PRINCE CHEVROLET COMPANY
Prince Chevrolet Company came into existence Sept. 20 , 1935, when Eldred E. Prince
purchased Buck Chevrolet Company from Col. Hal Buck of Conway. The dealership was
located in a small frame building with a tin roof which was being rented from). W. Mishoe.
It was located on the south side of Main Street. The Roy L. Hardee, Sr., residence was on
the east side of the building and a large tobacco warehouse on the west. The operation of
this business began with Eldred Prince, J.B . Prince, Jr., Hal Stevens, Joe Frank Garner, and
Cornell Hudson.
About two years later a building site across the street near the home where Nathan,
Hal and Poe Stevens lived was purchased from Mrs . Louise Eidson. Two years after this purchase, in August of 1939, Prince Chevrolet Company moved into a new, modern brick and
steel building that has recently been occupied by Ford Brothers Chevrolet Company. The
company continued to operate in this building until it was sold in 1979 to Don Huskey
Chevrolet Company.
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Eldred Prince attributes the success of this business more than any other one thing to
the outstanding people he was able to recruit for this operation. His brother, J.B. Prince,
Jr., was his partner and co-owner and made a great contribution toward its success. He died
in 1963.
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Other people had long records of service with the business. Dorothy Cox Hardee, with
30 years, was a very capable, very outstanding individual, not only in the business, but in
her church and in her community. Albert Goldfinch joined the business in 1939 and remained for 23 years. Howard Wootten joined the firm in 1946 and remained until his
death. Fred Blackburn was one of the early employees and was with the company until his
death. His son, Billy, later worked with the Chevrolet organization . Florine Todd was the
first bookkeeper to serve the company. She married Ira Shooter of the sales department.
George Lay, M.J. Cox, Oliver Duncan -- these men made a great contribution not only to
the Chevrolet organization, but to the community as well. Other employees who were there
for varying lengths of time included Isaac Grate, Fred Grate, Winston W. Vaught, C.D.
Mincey, Cordie Hardee, Florine Todd, Evelyn Todd, Elaine Cox, Bertha Norris, Norman
Rogers, Mauline Hickman, E.H. Hickman, S. Cabot Stanley, Dupree Hamilton, Oscar
Spivey, Edsel Paul, Dawey Ann Bell, Doris Cox, Cecil Bromell, Lester Long, Odell Floyd,
Richard Cartrette, Waylon Small, Jim McCumbee, Howard Whittington, Lloyd Suggs,
Winston Cox, Tom Roberts, Sammy Hilburn, Albert Marsh, Alton Patrick, Howard Stanley,
Albert Fowler, Tate Bennett, and Carrie Beth Prince.
Prince feels that besides providing dependable transportation equipment and service to
the community for 44 of the 100 years that Loris has been a town, perhaps more important
have been the contributions made by the employees, officers, and owners of this business to
the community as civic and church leaders and diligent workers for various projects for the
betterment of the community through the years.
Before the untimely death of J.B. Prince, Jr., from leukemia in 1963, he had served on
the Loris Water Commis~ion and as a trustee for Loris Elementary School.
Winston Vaught later became a judge in the family court. Cordie Hardee became active in teaching adults to read. M.J. Cox served as president of the Jaycees and the Lions
Club. Eldred Prince, Jr., who worked for the company for seven years, served as president of
the Civitan Club, chairman of the Horry County Mental Health Commission and as a director of the Loris Merchants Association. George Lay served as president of the Lions Club and
Merchants Association, and as deacon of First Baptist Church, among other things. He was a
director of Loris Industrial Developers. He was an owner and officer of Prince Chevrolet at
the time he purchased his own dealership in Tabor City which is operated as Lay-Fisher
Chevrolet.
E.E. Prince is generally considered to be the dominant figure behind the establishment
of the Loris Civitan, Loris Community Hospital, the Horry County National Bank and Loris
Industrial Developers, Inc.
Cabot Stanley raised more money through the sale of stock for the Carolinas Country
Club than any other individual and helped make it possible for the golf course and swimming pool to be constructed. It has been a primary recreational activity for Loris and Tabor
City.
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ROBERT C. POTTS
Robert C. Potts was a civil engineer in the design department of North Carolina Shipbuilding Company during World War II. In his spare time while he was living in Wilmington, he learned the art of watchmaking and repair. At the close of the war and of the
shipyard, Potts and his wife, the former Blanche Dyson of Whiteville, NC, moved to Loris
and opened Potts Jewelry Store in 1946.
It was first located in a small store next to Farmers Bank on Railroad Avenue. As the
business grew, it moved first to Main Street where Bertie's is now located, and later to the
present location of King's Bridal and Gifts Shop. Mrs. Potts used her business background
as the former cashier of Waccamaw Bank and Trust Company and Katherine Ford was
employed as the first salesperson. Etheleen Prince Cox has been employed since 1952.
From the very beginning Potts Jewelry Store carried top lines of merchandise in jewelry,
watches, china, crystal and sterling. Potts was very fond of children and took great delight
in entertaining his young friends with the antique cuckoo clock in the store.
Potts Jewelry was purchased by Dale and Robert King in 1981. Dale, who had worked
in the store from 1965 to 1970, was familiar with the business.

ROBERT K. AHRENS, M.D.
Dr. Robert Ahrens and his wife Felice moved to Loris from Boston in the summer of
1985 to begin his practice in Internal Medicine. The old flower shop on Mitchell Street was
completely renovated into a modern medical office.
Dr. Ahrens graduated from Harvard University and Emory Medical School and completed his residency at New England Medical Center. Felice Ahrens is a graduate of Boston
University and is a registered nurse. She works as office manager and helps as nurse . Dr.
Ahren's practice has grown rapidly over the past two years as he and his wife have become a
part of the Loris Community.
Hester James, LPN, works as office nurse and has been employed since February of
1987. Born and raised in Horry County, she and her husband, Ed, have four children and
two grandchildren.
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Faye Walker works as receptionist and secretary and has been employed since July of
1986. Faye and her family moved to Conway in 1981 from Florida. She and her husband,
Bob, have two children.

SPIC AND SPAN CLEANERS
In 1968 Eloise and Odell Floyd opened a new dry cleaning firm on the corner of
Railroad Avenue and Walnut Street where the old Red & White had been. The Spic ~nd
Span Cleaners featured one day service for the first time in Loris. Odell Floyd died in 1978
and the business is now operated by Eloise Floyd. Prior to opening this business Floyd had
been associated with Prince Chevrolet and Mrs. Floyd with Dr. W.H. Johnson.
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd are members of First Baptist Church, Loris, and are the parents of
three children, Larry, Mrs. Steven Hardwick, and Ceci.

STANLEY'S DISCOUNT CENTER
In 1967 Leland Whaley Stanley opened a discount health and beauty aids store which
he called Clairol Discount, named in honor of his daughter Claire. The store was located at
4109 Main Street, adjacent to Wolpert's Department Store.
On October 20, 1968, Leland Stanley sold the business to his nephew, Joseph Cecil
Stanley Ooe Cecil), and the following year the store name was changed to Stanley's Discount
Center.
The business remained at the original location for the next nine years, but in 1977 it
was moved to larger quarters at 411 7 Main Street and opened for business there in
December of that year.
In February, 1969, a second store was opened in neighboring Tabor City, NC. In
March, 1970, a third was opened in Red Springs, NC. All stores are still in operation as of
this date although the Red Springs store was sold to a local owner two years after it was
opened.

STEVENS, STEVENS & THOMAS, P.A.

Attorneys at Law
The Law Firm of Stevens, Stevens & Thomas is located on the corner of Meeting Street
and Walnut Street and has been in this location since 1966 when this office was built.
Back in November of 1952, James P. Stevens, Sr. opened his first law office in the back
part (of the second floor) of the old Clay Hughes Building on the corner of Main and
Railroad Streets. In March of 1955, fire gutted the entire Hughes Building leaving nothing
but ashes and twisted metal parts. Starting out again from scratch, he opened his law office
on the second floor of the Loris Town Hall. When the new Hughes Building was built on
the same corner in 1956, he moved into an office on the second floor of the corner front of
the building.
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In 1959, John T. Holt came in as an associate and then later as a partner. The firm
then became Stevens and Holt, Attorneys. Holt left the firm on July 1, 1973, having been
elected County Judge.
In the Fall of 1973, James P. Stevens, Jr. and]. Jackson Thomas entered the law firm
and after serving a year as associates became partners in the firm. The firm's name was then
changed to Stevens, Stevens & Thomas, Attorneys at Law.
In 1976, Stevens Stevens & Thomas opened another office in Rainbow Harbor on
Highway 17 in Myrtle Beach, and Jack Thomas became the resident attorney there. In 1981
a new office building in Myrtle Beach was constructed on 48th Avenue North.
In the Fall of 1979, Kaye Gorenflo (later Kaye Gorenflo Hearn) and George M. Hearn,
Jr. came into the law firm as associates. After being with the firm for approximately a year,
they became junior partners and the firm's name was changed to Stevens, Stevens, Thomas,
Hearn & Hearn, Attorneys. After working with the firm for seven years, Kaye Hearn left
after being elected as Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Family Court Judge in 1986. Thereafter
George Hearn entered into private practice. The firm is now once again Stevens, Stevens &
Thomas, Attorneys, with offices in Loris and Myrtle Beach.
In 1986, Amy Baglan entered the firm as a Paralegal working in the Loris office. In
September of 1987, Craig A. Snook was employed by the firm while awaiting the results of
his bar examination. Upon his passing the bar examination, he will become an associate of
the firm. Dirk Derrick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Derrick, will be joining the firm in
March of 1988.
Additional personnel in the law firm consists of Mrs. Betty H. Brooks, who has been
with the firm for twenty-four years, and Mrs. Laura S. Graham and Mrs. Peggy C. Keefer,
who have also been with the firm for many years. By the efficiency and dedication of these
secretaries, the law firm has long been regarded as one of the most outstanding in Horry
County. The law firm now has an "A" rating with Martindale-Hubbell, the highest rating
given to a law firm. Stevens, Stevens & Thomas was the first law firm in Horry County to
receive a verdict in excess of one million dollars .
James P. Stevens, Sr. retired from the active practice of law on January 1, 1986, but remains on as "Of Counsel" with the firm.
Plans are underway to construct a new office on Broad Street across from the W.K.
Rogers Complex.
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STRICKLAND HARDWARE AND FURNITURE CO.
By Jessie G. Stn.ck!and

E.H. Hickman & Co., of Tabor City, NC, opened a branch retail grocery store on
Main Street in 1931. The company then was owned by E. Herbert Hickman and Samuel).
Strickland. The rented building was owned by a Mrs. Johnson in Conway. It is now occupied by Worley's.
Austin Lee Strickland became manager of this business in 1932 after graduation from
Anthony Wayne Institute, Fort Wayne, Ind., in business administration. Lee's father was
part owner of the company.
In 1934 Lee's brother, Uriel B., joined him and the two purchased the grocery company from the original owners.
In November, 1939, the Johnson building burned and extensive damage was done to
the stock of groceries and building. The owner renovated and later rented to Loris Radio
and Appliance .
In the meantime Samuel J. Strickland purchased the front lot to the left of this
building and built a new store. He then let three sons, A. Lee, Uriel B., and Ivey).
Strickland, rent it. They opened Strickland Hardware & Furniture Company.

Mr. Samuel]. Strickland, a member of the Masonic Order, made an agreement with
the Green Sea Lodge 205 A.F.M. to let the Lodge build above his store. When the Lodge
completed the work, they moved from a wooden building on Railroad Ave. to Main St.
The Strickland Brothers operated the Hardware & Furniture Co. until around 1946
when Lee's two brothers sold their interest to him to pursue other interests. Due to the
father's health failing, Uriel B. took over farming for his father and mother. After Lee's
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father's death, he inherited the building. Lee then purchased the lot to the rear of the
building from H. Clay Hughes and extended the store to Duncan St.
Lee Strickland was active in civic and community affairs. He was a member of the Loris
Merchants Association and the Civitan Club, a past master of his Masonic Lodge and a
member of Omar Temple, Charleston, the Horry Shrine Club and the MLC Shrine, in
which he was a charter member. He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Loris.
In the early days the Strickland Shoe Shop was part of this business. Its equipment is
still being used today by L.C. Todd.
In 1962 the Masonic Order sold their building above the Strickland store to Lee and
Jessie G . Strickland. The Masons moved to a new location on Casey St.
In 1966 Lee retired from his business due to disability. Loris Radio and Appliance Co.
moved over and occupied the building many years.
On January 2, 198 5 Martin and Nellie Cline from Martinsville, VA, purchased the
Strickland building from Lee and Jessie Strickland. Mrs. Cline is a native of Horry County.
from Galivants Ferry. After extensive rer:iodeling of the building they opened The Loris
Variety Store the latter part of September, 198 5.

TRANSOUTH
FINANCIAL
CORPORATION
TranSouth Financial Corporation was organized in
December 1946 as Stephenson
Finance Company with the
first office in Gaffney, SC in
the rear of Stephenson Motor
Company, a Ford dealership .
Phil Stephenson , founder,
decided to move to Florence
and open an office there.
He soon expanded to
various towns and cities in the South, one of which was Loris. It was in 1963 that Stephenson Finance Company opened its office in Loris in two rooms in the Hughes Building with
Bill Watson, manager. The cashier was a young woman named Diane Watts . In a few years,
the company had outgrown its two rooms and moved to a store front building on Main
Street.
In June 1969, Phil Stephenson sold Stephenson Finance Company to NCNB Corporation, a bankholding company in Charlotte, NC.
The Loris office continued to grow at a steady, rapid pace and in the 70s a lot of things
happened. On May 15, 1970, cashier, Diane Watts, was promoted to manager. Then, in
1974, a modern, free-standing building was constructed at 4235 Main Street and the name
of the company was changed to TranSouth Financial Corporation .
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Diane and her staff remained at that location and TranSouth continued to grow in
other parts of the South as well as in Loris. In 1985, the company was acquired by First Nationwide Bank, a subsidiary of Ford Motor Company. In 1986, a new, colonial-style
freestanding building was constructed at 42 51 Main Street and in the spring, TranSouth
moved into new quarters once again.
As of October 1987, TranSouth Financial Corporation has 160 branch offices in 8
southeastern states with an additional 5 under construction.

TWIN CITY FARMERS COOPERATIVE
Twin City Farmers Cooperative was formed in 1976 by a group of tobacco farmers for
the purpose of selling tobacco. The coop has successfully operated as farmer owned and
operated during this time and has made a significant contribution to the tobacco industry in
the northern part of Horry County. It is located at Rt. 5, Loris, Hwy. 701 N. The present
executive board is Bobby Nalley, president, Bobby Cox, vice president, W.C. Graham,
secretary-treasurer and manager.

W.F. COX CO., INC.
W.F. Cox, Inc. had its beginning in Tabor City, NC. The late W.F. Cox began the
firm about 1917. A young man named Paul Rogers was attending Wake Forest College and,
as most preachers' children then, he needed extra money to help with college expenses, so
he worked for W.F. Cox during the summers until he graduated. After teaching math a
year, he returned to Tabor City and entered into partnership with W.F. Cox. That was in
1923 and they remained business associates until Mr. Cox's death in 1954. They sold
everything from hardware and furniture to caskets and mules. The business grew and
prospered. In 1932 a three-way ownership began with the addition of Charles Leggette, an
employee of five years.
In 1952 a new store was opened in Loris, S.C. James P. Blanton, an employee of the
Tabor City store, came to Loris as the manager. By this time a younger generation was
assuming some of the management.
Harold Rogers, the second son of Paul Rogers, Sr. and Wayne Leggette, son of Charles
Leggette were in the Loris store. Harold had graduated from Wake Forest College in 1952.
After serving two years in the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict, he began his career
with W.F. Cox Company in 1954. In 1953, while in the army, he married Crickett
Blackburn from Loris. She likes to think he was a Tar Heel who became a Sandlapper since
he's been in Loris for 35 years.
Rogers has been active in the First Baptist Church of Loris. He has served as deacon,
choir member, Sunday School teacher, plus various committees of the church during these
years. He is a member of the Lions Club, served on the Loris High School Advisory Board for
nine years, the Horry County Police Commission for four years, the Booster Club, and The
American Legion. He's the father of two children, Charles Alexander and Mary Edith Rogers
Cox, both of Loris.
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In 1954 , W .F. Cox Company of Loris was incorporated with A. Paul Rogers, Sr. President, Charles Leggette, Vice-President and James Blanton, Treasurer. After a few years,
Harold Rogers became President, Wayne Leggette, Vice-President and James Blanton,
Sec.-Treas. and General Manager.
In 1969 , Wayne Leggette sold his interest to Harold Rogers and James Blanton to pursue other interests. During this time the company sold hardware , building supplies, farm
equipment, floor coverings, plumbing and wiring and appliances. (No more caskets or mules.)
With growing families, the company was divided in November, 1981, with Harold Rogers
keeping the hardware and James Blanton with his son , Frankie, keeping the building supplies . The company has been operating in this manner since that time .

WILLIAM V. JOSEPHS, P.A.
William V. Josephs, Jr., P.A., Attorney at Law, opened its offices in March, 1977, in the
old offices of the School Superintendent on Railroad Avenue which were rented from
Harvey Graham . After about two years Josephs built a new office across the street next to
Horry Insurance Agency. In the beginning the general practice law firm consisted of Josephs
and one employee, Jewell B. Tyler. Now there are two more employees, Shelby C. Cox and
Hiawatha Griffith .

WINFERD D. HOLT, D.D.
Dr. Holt established his dental practice in Loris in 1963. He developed a very successful
practice for over 18 years before establishing a national skin care company also located in
Loris, SC. Patients would travel as far as 150 miles to have Dr. Holt do their dental work.
While practicing dentistry, Dr. Holt was on the staff at Loris Community Hospital and
served in many capacities in local and state dental associations. He served on the Board of
Education for Horry County School District as well as being affiliated with other civic
organizations.

WLSC RADIO
WLSC Radio signed on the air in 1958 . Arthur Nix served as station manager and
engineer. Staff announcers were Ted Holt , Ken Lovell, Robert Suggs and Russell Stanley.
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ALBERT BISCO ALLSBROOK
Warm hearted, good natured, hardworking, fishing
enthusiast -- those who know him are quick to apply these to
"Mr. Coe". Albert Bisco Allsbrook, Sr., was born January 24,
1907, the fifth of nine children.
His father, Newsome Biscoe Allsbrook (1869-1939), a
native of Martin County in eastern North Carolina, came
before the turn of the century to Horry County, settling at
first in the Red Bluff area. He was soon married to Cora Jane
Cox (1874-1962), daughter of William and Charity Hughes
Cox of the Simpson Creek section . A farmer and country
businessman, Newsome Biscoe Allsbrook and Cora settled at
Sanford, later renamed Allsbrook. His brother Joseph Ross
Allsbrook settled in the same area across the road and built
the house which has recently been restored and is now known as the Allsbrook-Rankin
house . Other children of the family wer~ Newsome Daniel Allsbrook (deceased), Bertha
Howell Allsbrook Sasser, Nina Mae Allsbrook Smith, William Claud Allsbrook (deceased),
Willie Henrietta Allsbrook Hinson, Joseph Russell Allsbrook, Inez Virginia Allsbrook
Danaher and Willard Ragsdale Allsbrook (deceased).
Coe Allsbrook was born at Sanford (the name was not changed until 1910). "I went to
school at Allsbrook, Green Sea, and Loris. Before I married, I operated a farm, had a country store and was postmaster at Allsbrook. The post office was in a room of the store. That's
where most of the post offices were in the rural areas at that time."
On October 1, 1931, he married a neighboring farm girl, Inez Anderson, the daughter
of Levi W. Anderson (1882-1967) and Ella R. Hardee Anderson (1885-1965), well-known
farmers of the Gurley community. They had three children, Albert Biscoe Allsbrook, Jr. in
1933, Wilma Celeste Allsbrook Yon (1936-1960), and Ella Ann Allsbrook Boyd in 1943.
Coe Allsbrook was never too busy with his farm and fertilizer sales to overlook other ingredients that contribute to a happy life. The Loris Presbyterian Church presented him with a
plaque of appreciation for services given to the church as a deacon and church treasurer,
twenty years of continuous service . He served as a trustee for Loris High School for many
years. Now retired, he is not quite so active, but is up and going with his wife Inez, enjoying
their children and grandchildren and great grandchildren, and he still takes an occasional day
for fishing.
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WILLIAM BEATY
William Beaty, known to his friends and family as "Bill", son of the late Eddie and Lou
Beaty, was born on September 11, 1899 and reared in the Bayboro community. He attended
the Leather String School. He married the late Josephine Moody Beaty, and of this union
there were three boys and two girls and 21 grandchildren.
He was a member and steward of the Mt . Pisgah A.M.E. Church, and a trustee at the Old
Lewiston No . 1 school in Bayboro. He loved to sell produce and vegetables he had grown on
his farm with pride. His favorite pastime was his hogs and chickens.
No one who knew Bill Beaty will ever forget his kindness and help in times of need. He
hauled neighbors and friends to town, to the polls, or whenever they need to go.

BELLAMY FAMILY
The ancestors of John Bellamy (originally deBellamy) were from a province in southern
France who in 15 72 at the time of St. Bartholomew's Massacre fled France across the channel
to England to avoid persecution. While the Bellamys lived in England, they were still true
Frenchmen, but still distinguished themselves in service to the English king. John Bellamy
received a Royal Land Grant of 1,000 acres on Goose Creek sometime between 1665 and
1690, the beginning of the family in South Carolina.
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In 1765 another namesake of John Bellamy (1720) received a Royal Land Grant of 300
acres on Buck Creek. From this small amount of land he began and built a fairly large plantation in this area. It is from this John Bellamy ( 1720) that seventh , eight and ninth generation descendents are currently living in Horry County. There was aJohn Bellamy namesake
from 1572 to 1866.
John Bellamy's (1720) two oldest sons decided to spread out. John, Jr. (1750) moved
some or all of his family to Wilmington, NC, and started his line. Abraham (1752) moved
some of his family (some stayed) to Jefferson County, FL, in 1819, where he started another
line. He is buried in the Bellamy Cemetery there.
John Bellamy's (1720), son, Abraham (1752), served his country in the Revolutionary
War. His grandson, William Addleton (1816) and William's son (1838) both joined the
South Carolina troops in 1861 to serve in the Civil War. William Addleton Bellamy, Jr.
(1838) died in 1862 . To carry on the tradition of Bellamy's service to their country, William
Addleton's (1816) great-grandson, Glenn Gordon Bellamy (1917) served as captain during
World War II. He was killed in France in September, 1944. These patriots are buried in the
Bellamy Cemetery on Highway 9 in Longs, which is part of the land belonging to John
Bellamy (1720) in 1765 .
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John Dillard Bellamy, son of William Addleton Bellamy, married Margret Hardwick,
sister of Nathan Hardwick, Sr. They had three sons and five daughters . George F. Bellamy
married Orrie Marlowe and they lived most of their lives in Loris . Lewis Bellamy married Ida
Lay. Nathan married Belle Marlowe. Their daughter, Sally, married Joe Carter. Della married Joe Bell; Mattie married Bithel Fowler; Mary married Dillard Hardee; and Dora married
George Butler.
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JAMES P. BLANTON
James P. Blanton, son of Dora Rowell and Ollin I. Blanton, was born, grew up, and
still lives on land twelve miles west of Loris that has been in the Blanton family since 1859.
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He attended the Mt. Olive Grammar School and Floyds High School, now Green Sea Floyds
High School. His father died the year James finished high school. Since he was the oldest
son of nine children, he stayed home to operate the farm and has continued to do so up to
the present.
Blanton married Elizabeth Reynolds who was born and reared in Bishopville, SC
When she graduated from Winthrop College, she came to Horry County where she taught
until she retired. They have three sons: Lloyd, a professor at Clemson University; Keith,
with the Federal Land Bank; and Franklin (Frankie), with Blanton Supplies in Loris.
In 1939 Blanton worked with the S.C. Highway Department approximately three years.
Then he went to work part-time with the W.F. Cox Company, Tabor City, NC in addition
to his farming. He worked with them until after the death of Mr. Cox. In 1953 A. Paul
Rogers, Charles C. Leggette, and Blanton established the W.F. Cox Company of Loris.
Rogers was president of the corporation, and his son, Harold, is now president. Mr. Leggette was vice-president, and Blanton was the treasurer and general manager of the corporation which grew as a general merchandise and building materials business.
Around 1981, the W.F. Cox Company of Loris had grown to the extent that the hardware and building materials werre separated into two identities. The hardware part is still
the W.F. Cox Company of Loris and the building materials part is now under Blanton Supplies of Loris and Little River, with Frankie Blanton the president.
Blanton says, "Some of my earliest recollections of Loris concern the services rendered
by Dr. W.K. Rogers, Dr. Richardson, and Dr. John D. Thomas, Sr. to the people of Loris and
the surrounding communities. One of the drawing cards to the people of the area where I
lived was the service of these doctors and also that of Douglas Bailey, who was reared in the
Wannamaker area of Floyds Township. The interest and dedication of these doctors have
contributed to the establishment of the Loris Community Hospital. The hospital, churches,
and schools have contributed much to the business establishments in Loris."
"I am proud to see Loris continue to grow, and of having a part in its growth. The
town has been fortunate to have had hard-working, dedicated ministers, teachers, farmers,
and people from all walks of life to bring about its growth to the present progressive state."

JOE BLOUNT
In the Oak Dale Community on Route 5, Loris, a son, Joe, was born to John W.
Blount and Eliza Cox Blount in 1907. He spent his life on this same farm proving that
farming could be a way of life of which to be proud.
As a young man he ventured as far as Clarendon, NC, and won the heart and hand of
Marie Williams, daughter of B.F. and Flora Cox Williams. They were married in 1931 and
lived together for 44 years . They had four children, Keith who lives close by his mother on
the family farm, Katherine Gause of California, and the twins Janet Smith of Charlotte, NC,
and Jeanette Williams of Raleigh, NC. Joe , Marie and the children successfully grew tobacco,
corn, beans and potatoes. He was not afraid to speak out for the betterment of his family,
community, county and state and was well-known for his down to earth thinking about
agriculture . Throughout his life he was active in conservation practice which meant so much
to the people of Horry County. He was dedicated to improving the quality of the county,
always striving for the very best. Former Sixth District Congressman Ed Young, a friend for
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Joe Blount at his birthplace (1950s)

over twenty-five years said, 'Joe Blount was an early leader in soil conservation work. He
helped guide us in our conservation work in Florence and his work in the conservation service
will live for many years to come."
In the 1930s Joe contributed to and did his share in helping solve many agricultural problems and in the 1940s he was instrumental in founding the Soil and Water Conservation
District, which was a big asset to the farmers. In 1973 he received the "Man of the Year"
award as chairman of the county in conservation, representing thirteen districts and 65 commissioners. Serving 31 years, he led his district in one of the most outstanding programs of
conservation in the state. He practiced what he preached at home. His farm was a picture of
conservation at its best. To Blount anything worth doing was worth doing well.
Blount served as chairman of the county ASCS Committee and in 1974 on the State
Tobacco Committee and on the County Board of Directors. He was South Carolina
representative on the Flue Cured Stabilization Cooperative Board of Directors. He said, "I
believe that the Stabilization Cooperative Board has been the salvation of farmers
throughout the years, and I don't see how we could get along without its influence in the
tobacco market." He was on the Flue-cured Stabilization Board in Raleigh, NC, also.
Blount was instrumental in establishing the Loris Farm Bureau and the Farmers
Cooperative Exchange (FCX). Of the Farm Bureau Blount said, "Farm Bureau is the kind of
organization farmers need to represent them. Really this way farmers are helping to solve
their own problems ."
Blount helped to form the Horry Telephone Cooperative which first brought telephone
service to the rural areas of the county in 1952 . This has been of tremendous value to all.
He served on the Board of Directors until his death in 1975.
Hanging on the wall of Marie's home is a display of plaques of recognition for Blount's
many years of service to many organizations.
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B. FRANK BOYD AND NORMA BOYD
By Wynness Thomas

Mr. B. Frank Boyd of Loris traces his ancestors back to
his great grandfather, the Rev . Daniel Boyd, (1815-1895)
who was the first pastor of Pleasant Home Church (Loris First
Baptist Church) in 1881. The Boyd family gave the land for
the church . Boyd's grandfather and family were among the
18 charter members .
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B. Frank Boyd is the son of Delphia Blackburn and
Daniel Lyde Boyd. During his childhood years there were six
children in the close knit family. They were raised on a farm
about three miles west of Loris. They did not come to town
often, but when they did it was by mule and wagon. While
in town his dad would buy them five cent cokes and some
penny candy. Another treat was his dad making fresh
lemonade, especially during the 4th of July.
After graduating from Loris High School in 1934 he
joined the Civilian Conservation Corps and was sent to York, PA, for two years. He enlisted
in the Naval Reserve in 1939 while working in Charleston, SC, and went into active duty in
July 1941 in the Naval Air Corps . He graduated 6th highest in a class of 379 cadets in the
Navy Preflight School at the University of Georgia.
Boyd served in the Pacific and was stationed at John Rogers Airport in Honolulu for
two years. During this time he would fly out to the islands, carrying supplies and bringing
back the wounded. He served a total of six years in the Navy, 4 1/z years on a~tive duty.
While stationed in Olathe , Kansas during the war , he met and married Norma
Ochterbeck from Kansas City, Mo . They have four children: Terry Wayne, Angela Sheryl
Derrick, B. Frank Boyd, II, and Gordon Neal. Mr. Boyd's children all graduated from Loris
High School and all four have graduated from the University of South Carolina. Three are
employed in South Carolina and one son is presently earning his masters in political science
at USC.
In 1945 Boyd returned to Loris and opened a retail liquor store, sharing a building
with Guy Blackburn who owned the community grocery store on Walnut St. beside where
the City Hall is today. In 1949 the business moved to a building in front of the Carolina
Furniture Co. by the 701 highway (present parking lot of Hill's Grocery Store). In 1951
Boyd moved to highway 701 beside the present Farm Bureau. In 1979 he sold the business
so he would have more time to devote to his real estate interests.
"I opened up an insurance agency in 1946," Boyd said . "My wife ran it along with her
gift shop and also operated the Western Union Telegraph. We sold these two businesses
after ten years and the Western Union moved across the street to Potts Jewelry Store, which
is now King's Bridal Shop."
In 1961 Boyd's wife , Norma, opened the first dance studio in Loris . She worked with
Frances Best of Conway and Patsy Hathcock for eight years, and other teachers . The elementary school lunchroom and the Legion Hut were the main places for teaching.
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HERMAN L. BOYD
By Wynness Thomas

Few people can look at buildings with X-ray eyes like Herman L. Boyd. The reason
that he is able to see not only the outside but the inside of many structures is because he
has built a hospital addition, homes, offices, store buildings, churches, motels, apartment
buildings all over the county. He knows board by board and brick by brick just how they
are constructed.
A son of Nancy Idella Gore and Benjamin F. Boyd, Herman L. Boyd attended Loris
High School and began carpentry work when he was in his 20's. In 1942 he married Dalma
Holt from Horry County and they moved to Folkstone, NC. Boyd was involved· in carpentry
work on government construction, including Camp Davis, for several years; then they
returned home and farmed a year.
In the mid-1940s Boyd began construction work again. He was later joined by his
brother Robert G. Boyd (now deceased), who had returned from service. The two brothers
united their efforts in construction work :md the establishment of Boyd's Builders Supply.
After a period of time the partnership was dissolved. Herman Boyd purchased the Builders
Supply while Robert Boyd continued in the building business . After a few years Herman
returned to building while continuing to operate the Building Supply. Later, realizing he
could cut down on construction costs, he added his own planing mill and put in a dry kiln.
During his years of construction, Boyd sometimes employed as many as 50 people. At
times, the customer would tell his ideas to Boyd and Boyd drew his own blueprint.
His work has included the offices of Dr. John Thomas, Dr. W .H. Johnson, Dr. Hoyt
Housand, Dr. Winferd Holt and Dr. Eston Williams. Churches he has built include
Bayboro and Old Zion in NC, and additions to Good Hope, Green Sea, Sweet Home, Pleasant Meadow and others . He constructed the Loris Methodist parsonage, former Senator
James P. Stevens' law office building, motels, apartment buildings and many residences at
the beaches. Boyd has built homes all over Horry County and in Georgetown County and
the first addition to Loris Hospital.
During the years, Boyd doubled the size of his own building to accommodate his growing business. In 1972 he terminated construction work and retained only the building supply.
His son Jimmy and son-in-law Tony Ambrose now are working with him . His daughter Olivia
owns a beauty shop in a building adjoining his business .
Boyd says it is almost unimaginable how prices have increased through the years .
"Lumber was once $50 a thousand, now it is above $200 ," he said . "In 1972 I had never
heard the word 'condo' and there were only two or three story buildings on the strand. "
Boyd likes Loris , a quiet little town with plenty of business .
"One doesn't have to leave to purchase anything ," he acknowledges . He thinks the
future looks good and the town is growing .
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THURMAN W. BOYD
(1895 - 1979)

Thurman Wilson Boyd
was born in the Beulah Community on July 19, 1895, the
son of Henry W. and
Sephrona Gause Boyd . His
father served as postmaster of
Michael around the turn of
the century. The Michael post
office was discontinued many
years ago.
Upon returning as a
veteran of World War I in
1918, Boyd attended summer school in Conway and taught school at Mt. Vernon, where he
was principal. For a few years he rode a bicycle through much mud and on very bad roads
from Beulah to Mt . Vernon (about four miles.)
On February 18, 1920, he took two hours off from school to marry Alice Stanley of the
Red Bluff community.
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During the Model T era, there were almost no cars in the community, and "Mr. Thurman," as he was belovedly called, helped the entire area. He carried people to the doctor,
bought groceries, "filled out papers," helped students "work out arithmetic problems," and
did whatever was needed to be done. He was a pillar in the local church.
In 1934 he and former Mayor J .D. Duncan, Sr. were partners in a thriving fertilizer
business known as "Duncan and Boyd."
In 19 37 he moved into the new house, built by his brother, which is now owned and
occupied by his grandson, Truett Jones. In 1939 he was appointed local postmaster. At that
time he was one of the top small-town postmasters and one of the first to be confirmed by
the United States Senate for an indefinite commission. At that time the post office was
located in the present After Glo Hairstyles building on Railroad Street. The office was rated
second class July 1, 1940. After a few years, the office moved to the present location of
Hardee's IGA on Main Street. In May, 1961, the present, then new first-class post office was
dedicated.
He served this town well -- on the Board of Deacons of the Loris First Baptist Church;
as Sunday School Superintendent for 17 consecutive years; past Master of Loris Masonic
Lodge No. 205; past District Deputy Grand Master; co-founder of Loris Rescue Squad;
member of Civitan Club; past American Legion Post 41 Commander, and as a member of
Omar Shrine Temple. He retired in 1965.
He had one daughter, Lois (Mrs. George Jones, Jr.) and two grandsons, George Tripp
Jones, M.D., of Columbia, and Boyd Truett Jones, Horry Telephone Cablevision Supervisor.
Postmaster Thurman W. Boyd receiving flag from Senator James P.
Stevens at the dedication of the Loris Post Office.
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C.P. BREWER
C.P. Brewer, mayor of Loris 1970-1979, was born on Dec. 4, 1903 to Street and Rupsie
White Brewer in Sampson County, NC. When he was twenty he went to work for the
railroad. He was an agent for the Atlantic Coastline Railroad in Acme, NC, from 1926 to
1929, when he moved to Loris as a clerk operator.
In 1932 Brewer went to work in the tobacco warehouse business and during the season
spent time in Virginia, North Carolina and Kentucky, as well as in Loris. He still maintained his off-season employment with the railroad.
Brewer boarded with Mrs. Lalla Stevens from 1930 until 1936 when he married Fannie
Graham, a teacher. They lived in her family home, a large two story-house on the site of
the Southern National Bank, until her mother's death. Mr. and Mrs. Brewer built a modern
home on Mitchell Street, where he still resides.
C.P. Brewer has been an active citizen in Loris during the time he has made it his
home. He and Mrs. Brewer attended Loris United Methodist Church. He is a Mason and a
member of Eastern Star. The Loris Garden Club made him an honorary member.
Mr. Brewer still regularly attends the Conway Area Chamber of Commerce board meetings
and is a member of the Loris Chamber. For two years, 1965-1967, Brewer was acting
postmaster in Loris.
An avid sports fan, C.P. Brewer likes watching football and baseball games on television . .

JAMES CALVIN BRYANT
1846-1916

By Sue Cannon Canady

James Calvin Bryant, a very successful merchant and a
leading citizen of early Loris, was one of six children born in
Marion County, SC, to Stephen D. and Martha F. Bryant.
The 1850 County census records show J.C. Bryant, as he was
later known, as being born on March 8, 1846; however, his
tombstone, located in the Green Sea cemetery, shows his
birthdate as 1843. No records have been found concerning
Bryant during his early years until he enlisted in the Civil
War on March 3, 1863. It is believed he may have changed
the year of his birth by the time he enlisted in Elliott's
Brigade, Co. H, 23rd Regt. in Wilmington, NC. Young
Bryant served only six months before he was listed as absent
because of sickness. He continued to be reported absent
because of sickness until he was admitted to Jackson Hospital
in Richmond, Virginia. On February 13, 1865, Bryant was
discharged because of sickness.
On October 5, 1866, J.C. Bryant was married to Nancy S. Mincey by the Rev. Matthew
Martin and records show on August 2, 1867 he purchased 100 acres of land for $150. It is
believed this land was in the Green Sea Township because in 1881 he built the Old Bryant
Home in Green Sea. Records of 1880 show Bryant living on 100 acres of land in the Green
Sea Township.
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Between 1866 and 1881, J.C. and Nancy Bryant became the parents of eight children
and they lived in the Green Sea Township until he purchased property in Loris on
December 29, 1899. The first house the Bryants lived in in Loris was located where the
Leder Potter Department Store now stands. The Bryants lived in this house until about 1907
when he purchased the farm and home where Mrs. Lena (Roscoe) Bryant now lives. They
lived in the Lena Bryant home until Nancy Bryant died in 1914. After his wife's death, J.C.
Bryant lived with his daughter and son-in-law, Eva Mae and Dan W. Hardwick. Their home
was where Mrs. Ruby Floyd Stanley now resides on Walnut Street.
]. C. Bryant was a clever businessman and was a leader in many of the early businesses
in Loris. He was an active leader in the building of the Methodist Church . It is said that
Bryant furnished, cut, and delivered the lumber used to build the church which was later
moved and given to the local black members of the Methodist Church. As long as he owned
the J.C. Bryant Lumber Company, Bryant supplied, cut, and delivered firewood to the local
Methodist preachers.
Concerning the first bank in Loris, the Horry News printed, "Subscription books for
the Bank of Loris opened at the J.C. Bryant Store on May 31, 1907. A new brick building,
the first in Loris, was erected to house it. Located on the corner of the main intersection,
the building is now vacant." This first brick building in Loris is the same building that
houses the Mauro Realty Company. J.C. Bryant was vice president of the first Bank of Loris.
The Horry News also printed an article stating the J.C. Bryant Lumber Company was
established in 1910 and operated until 1922. On July 13, 1911, the Horry Herald printed
the following article -- "The J.C. Bryant Company and P.C. Prince are both making arrangements to erect large business houses which will be ornaments to our town and a credit
to the builders. Work on the storehouses will certainly be commenced by January 1, next
year."
In September, 1902, J.C. Bryant helped sponsor a basket picnic for anyone interested
in promoting the idea of building a tobacco warehouse. $1,500.75 was received and the
warehouse had its opening sale on July 26, 1905.
Charley Watson, a very prominent black citizen of Loris, knew J.C. Bryant personally
and has left us with valuable information concerning him. Watson was born in 1888 in the
Green Sea Township and worked for]. C. Bryant during his boyhood years at Green Sea and
later moved to Loris to work for him here . He was quite fond of Bryant and became his
constant companion as he cared for the ailing Bryant through his years as an invalid and until Bryant's death in 1914. Charley Watson continued to live in Loris until his death a few
years ago .
At his death, J.C. Bryant left an estate valued at $42,158.06 to his six surviving
children and two surviving children of his deceased daughter.
An article on the front page of the Horry Herald on May 18, 1916 stated, "Man of Affairs Has Passed Away. President of the J.C. Bryant Company of Loris For a number of
Years. Mr. J.C. Bryant, for many years the president of The J.C. Bryant Company, a
leading mercantile concern located at Loris, departed this life on the afternoon of May 12 at
an advanced age . He had been unable, owing to ill health, to attend to any active affairs
for some time before his death. He was a veteran of the Civil War, a past Master in the
Masonic Fraternity and was a consistent and faithful member of the Methodist Episcopal
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Church. He was successful in business and was a leading citizen of his time. He is survived
by several children, all grown to womanhood and manhood. The interment took place at
Green Sea, the old home place of Mr. Bryant on last Saturday at 4:00 p.m."
James Calvin and Nancy Mincey Bryant's children, Mandy Mellie, Simpkons D., Francis
Elmina, James Aldolphus, Warren Carl, Eva Mae, Jennie E., and Nancy Adeline, have left
many descendents in the Loris area. Mandy Mellie married John A. McDermott and they were
the parents of two children, Maude who died as a child and Johnny who died shortly after his
birth. Mandy Mellie Bryant died about the time of the birth of Johnny. Simpkons D. Bryant
married Emma Jenkins and they were the parents of Nell who married Bernard Peal, Albert
who married Oleta Fore, and Elise who married a Mr. Humphery. Francis Elmina Bryant (Fannie) married J. Quincey Graham and they were the parents of Blanche who married Doc
Prince, Ernest who married Sarah
, Ruth who married H. Clay Hughes,
Jam es who married Janie Marsh, Fannie who married C. P. Brewer, Ru by who was first married to Poe Hickman and after his death to John Spell, Gladys who married Frank Barbour,
Joe who married Lucille Carter, and Clarabelle who married Pete Nocek. James Aldolphus.
Bryant married Blanche Harrelson and they were the parents of Roscoe who married Lena
Carter, Douglas who married Frances McCorkle, and Hubert who married Doris
________ .Warren Carl Bryant married Rebecca Elizabeth Watson and they were
the parents of James Thomas who married Dorothy Jennings , Frosty Belle who married
Quince Grainger, Warren Ralph who married Emma Shelley, William Penn who married
Janie Weaver, Ethel Bernice who married Averet Hayes, Edwin Earl who married Vera
Shelley, John Calvin who married Cornell Allen, Cordelia who married John Alexander,
Robert Eldridge who married Austin Grainger, Bruce who married Essie Mae Thompkins, and
Rebecca who married Raymond Loch . Eva Mae Bryant married Dan W. Hardwick and they
were the parents of D.W. who never married and Nathan Everett who married Nell
Winesette (after Nathan's death, Nell married Tom Stanley). Jennie E. Bryant married D.F .
McGougan and they were the parents of John Monroe who married Velma Bell and James
who married Sarah Powell, Nancy Adeline Bryant married Albert F. Cannon and they were
the parents of Dorothy Genevieve who never married, Frank Cannon who married Grace
Fowler, Cecile Elouise who never married, and Jam es Bryant Cannon who married Sued ell
Norris.

DANIEL JAMES BUTLER
D.J . Butler was born on March 31, 1872 at Farmer in the Camp Swamp section. He
was the eldest son of George C. and Caroline Butler. His father was a large land owner and
dealt in turpentine . Young Butler had considerable experience in business at any early age ,
as at 14 his father placed him in charge of one of the turpentine stills and the adjacent
store. After proving a success in this operation he went to high school in Conway to complete his schooling.
In 1895 Butler established himself in business in Loris, which was then but a railroad
crossing. His business was an immediate success and he began devoting his time to the improvement of the town. At that time the Methodist church was about a mile and a half out
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of town. Over considerable opposition Butler and some of his fellows succeeded in having a
new church built and services were held in the town. From then until the day of his death
Butler was a member of the board of stewards of the new church and for several years was
chairman of that board.
When the town had grown to where it needed local government, Butler started a
movement for incorporation . So serious were the .objections of some of the citizens that he
personally paid the fees necessary to secure the charter. When it was granted, he was inducted as first mayor and held the office until the first election could be held. He served his
town in that capacity several times after that. To show the backward conditions of the time,
Butler had considerable trouble getting an ordinance to force the citizens to keep their hogs
from running about the streets of the town.
He accumulated considerable property, at one time owning nearly all of what comprised
Loris during his lifetime. He built many houses and had a reputation, particularly with his
black tenants, of being an easy landlord. One tale has it that he went out to collect several
month's back rent from one family and found the woman cooking fish without either meal or
lard. Not only did he not get the rent, but he went to the store, bought groceries, and took
them to the poor family.
On Dec. 12, 1900 he married Mary Carolina Kirton, daughter of the Rev. W .H. Kirton, a
Methodist minister, at Dunbar . Their daughters were Virginia Butler Marley and Gladys
Butler King. Butler was the brother of Mrs. M.M. Stanley, Mrs. Mary Singleton, G.C.
Butler and B.S. Butler all of Loris.

THE GEORGE CALHOUN BUTIER FAMILY
George Calhoun Butler, I, lived at Farmer, SC (now Route 2, Loris). He was married to
Caroline Butler. Their children were :
A. Jimmy G . Butler m. Carrie Kirton. Their children were:
1. Virginia Butler m. (1) Lennon Marley, (2) Ernest Turlington
2. Gladys Butler (adopted) m. Burges King.
B. W. Percy Butler m. Ida Hardee. Their children were:
1. Grant Butler m . Aleene Anderson
2. Maggie Butler m. Fred Gore
3. Alice Butler m. (1)
Stanley of Longs, SC, (2) Cecil Stanley
4. Grier Butler m. Lucille Cox
5. Leon Butler m. Hazel Woodward of Conway, SC
C. Penelope "Penny" Butler m. Monroe M. Stanley (Member of the State House of
Representatives from Horry County)
1. Louise Stanley m. (1) L.B. Kapps, (2) Harry L. Eidson
2. Edna Stanley, not married
3. Spurgeon .Stanley m. LaRue Bynum
4. Claudia Stanley, not married
5. Butler Stanley m. Sallie Richardson
6. Esther Stanley m. Jimmy Council of Wilmington, NC
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7. Cecil Stanley m. Louise Justice, Wilmington, NC
8. Leland Stanley m. Mary Frances Redmond
D. George Calhoun Butler, II, m. Issie Pearly Butler (first cousin)
1. Roena Darling Butler m. Jennings Hardwick
2. Joyce Reah Butler, not married
3. Taulbert Butler m. Margaret Ayers of Nichols, SC
4. Geneva Butler d. age 7 of stomach illness
5. Cara Elise Butler m. Alton Parker
6. George Calhoun Butler, III, "G.C." m. Virginia Slagle
7. Wilhelminia Butler, not married
E. Benjamin Seymour Butler m. Mazie Bannister
1. Carlyle Butler m. Louise Alexander from Tennessee
2. Oline Butler m. (1) Harry Bryan, (2) Leonard Stevens
3. A.Z. Butler, not married
4. Geraldine Butler m. Ralph Inman of Tabor City, NC
F. Mary Caroline Butler m. Rev. Henry Lee Singleton (Methodist minister)
1. Lillian Lucile Singleton m. (1) Worth Suggs, (2) Vance Carter
2. Annie Lee Singleton m. Douglas B. Bailey of Nichols, SC

THE FAMILY OF
JOSEPH JOHNSON CARTER AND SARAH VICTORIA BELLAMY
The deep gratitude and joyful experiences of an industrious farm family of 12 brothers
and sisters were shared by the 11 surviving children of the late Joseph Johnson Carter and
Sarah Bellamy Carter at a family get-together Sunday, May 4, 1986.
The Mary Todd Restaurant in Tabor City, NC, was the location for this momentous
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and beautiful occasion which brought together eleven brothers and sisters and their spouses,
ranging in age from 67 to 94 years of age.
One passed on some years ago, but the ages of the living children add up to 899 years,
which probably sets a record for the total age of children in any one family unit today.
This occasion of love and fellowship centered around a birthday dinner and party which
was given in honor of Sallie Lucile Carter Graham Keel, and in memory of the mother of
the children, Sarah Victoria Bellamy Carter. Both the mother and daughter were born on
the same day of the month, April 29.
Each one present related and shared in enriching experiences of the family members as
a group and as individuals down through the years. Tributes to family members were offered, and reminiscences and recollections flowed freely. Laughter and fun added to the
joyous occasion. Each one enjoyed the enviable longevity of this unique family.
The parents were Joseph]. Carter and Sara V. Bellamy. They were married April 15,
1892, in Horry County where they started their life together in a one room house with a
dirt floor. They raised 12 children. Today, the family included 52 grandchildren, 130 great
grandchildren, and 82 great-great grandchildren; and three great-great-great grandchildren.
The parents and 12 children comprised one of the outstanding and industrious farm
families of that time. Each child worked and grew up on the farm, and each one attended
Simpson Creek School.
Jermiah Hill Carter was born March 28, 1893, and married Ruth Gore in 1914. They
had three children. Ruth died in 1930, and he was married to Tyra Lee in 1931. They have
five children. Jermiah , now 94, has been associated with sawmill work for most of his life,
and also is active as a primitive Baptist minister. He enjoys good health. He and his wife
live in Manning.
Effie Jane Carter was born December 22, 1895. Her education included attendance at
the special training school in Dothan, NC. She and Lewis McCaskill Hardee were married in
1916. Hardee farmed, was employed as a school teacher, and also served as a mail carrier.
They had seven children, and lived on their farm at Beulah in Horry County. Effie, now 91
years old, lives with her daughter, Miriam, in Rock Hill.
DeLessie Reatha Carter was born February 10, 1898. She attended Teacher Training
School in Conway and married O.J. Bell in 1920. They lived on their farm at Wampee and
raised 12 children; four from Mr. Bell's first wife, and eight by Reatha. She is 89 years old
and lives at Wampee .
Minnie Carter was born November 18 , 1900. She ~ttended Teachers Training at Conway and married Nathan Shelby in 1919. They raised seven children and lived in North and
South Carolina and Florida. She is 87 years old, and lives in Wilmington, NC
Maggie Carter was born February 7, 1903 . She was married to Dalton King in 1921.
They lived on a farm most of their lives and had 10 children . She is 84 years old and lives
in Loris.
Joseph E. Carter was born March 21, 1905 . He was married to Grace Suggs in 1935.
They lived in several states and now live in Loris. He always has been recognized as the
humorist in the family and is a commercial artist. He is now 82 years old.
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Lewis]. Carter, born October 10, 1907, is now 80. He attended Loris High School and
was graduated from Clemson College. He taught vocational agriculture in South Carolina
for 20 years and served as district supervisor of agricultural education for more than 10
years. During World War II, he served three years in the U.S. Navy. After the war, he
returned to teaching vocational agriculture at Loris where he opened the first on-the-farm
training program for veterans in the United States. He was appointed district supervisor of
agricultural education in 1956 in the Florence office where he served until retirement in
1975.
He was chiefly responsible for location and construction of the Cherry Grove FFA
Camp, one of the best FFA Camps in the nation. The success of the Simpson Creek
drainage project in Horry County was based upon ideas advanced by him, and he provided
leadership for the cooperative efforts of several groups during construction of this project
during the late 1940s and 1950s.
He married Ruth Williamson and they have two children. He and Mrs. Carter live in
Kingstree.
Vera Victoria Carter, now 77, was born January 8, 1910. She attended Loris High School
and received special teacher training at Conway. She taught school for several years and married Mack Norris in 1930. They have three children and live at their farm in Conway.
Jasmine Virginia Carter was born February 12, 1913, and attended Loris High School.
She was married to Glenn Klopfenstein in 193 7. They have three children and lived in
Meriden, Conn. In 1976, she married Alfred Bernarda. She is 74 years old and they now
live in Fort Myers, FL.
Sallie Lucile Carter was born April 29, 1914. She attended Loris High School and married Joseph W. Graham in 1934. He taught school for several years. They had two children.
In 1975 she married Irvin Keel and they live in Loris. She is 73 years of age.
John Vertis Carter was born in 1916. He attended Loris High School and Clemson
University. He married Naomi Cox in 1938. They lived on the farm for several years and
had two children. They were living in Florida when he died at the age of 56, April 15,
1973.
Emma Mabel Carter was born February 25, 1919. She attended Loris High School and
Mattis Business School, Wilmington, NC. She married Valney Gilbert in 195 7. She is 68
years old, and they live in Wilmington, NC.
Joseph Johnson Carter died August 23, 1949, and Sarah V. Bellamy Carter died
February 20, 1968.
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GEORGE GILES COOPER
George Giles Cooper was born on September 6, 1915, in
Williamsburg County, ten miles east of Kingstree. He is the
youngest of five children born to Calvin and Carrie Giles
Cooper, the only boy.
His mother was a schoolteacher. Cooper was taken care
of by his grandmother until he was six years old while she
was in school. His father, a farmer-schoolteacher, used a large
room in the family home to hold school for several years, so
his first school experiences were at home.
After he completed eighth grade, Cooper was sent to
Washington, DC, to live with an uncle. He completed Dunbar High School in Washington.
He returned to South Carolina and entered Claflin College, Orangeburg, and after two years transferred to Savannah State College, Savannah,
GA, where he graduated with a B.S. degree. Later he earned a M.S .Ed. from South
Carolina State College in 1959.
His first teaching experience was at Trio School in Williamsburg County. During his
second year there he married Rachael Lawrence in 1940.
In 1941 he received his first experience as a principal when he was elected principal and
agriculture teacher at Loris Training School, where there were five teachers and a principalteacher for grades one through eight. The length of the school year was seven months. Each
year one grade and one teacher were added until there were eleven grades and the year
lasted nine months.
At this time began the effort to get the school accredited by the state. A visiting committee from the State Department came and looked over the facilities and said what was
needed: indoor toilet facilities, running water, etc . S.J. Deery, superintendent for the Loris
area, made promises to correct the situation, but did not keep them. The Black community
was challenged to do something on its own . Money was raised with the help of Charley
Watson, George Booth , Jimmy Bellamy, Tom Vereen, Buddy Graham, Cleveland Lewis,
William Lewis, and Lewis Gould, who were the key men in helping to build a facility of
five rooms made of cinder blocks to house the additional enrollment. The entire Black community was involved with the building in any way help was needed .
In 1951 James F. Byrnes was elected governor of South Carolina. He was an advocate of
separate, but equal facilities . This concept necessitated a new elementary school building
and a consolidated high school out in the Finklea area for students from the Loris, Green
Sea, Floyds and Bayboro areas .
Cooper's first year as principal of Finklea Consolidated School was 1956. The school
received Black high school students from the four areas and elementary students from the
Green Sea-Bayboro areas . There were twenty-six teachers and an assistant principal. By 1970
the number of teachers had grown to thirty-three .
In July, 1970, Cooper was transferred to the Horry County District Office as supervisor
of vocational and agricultural education and retired from education in July, 1980.
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He is a member of St. Stephen A.M.E. Church, chairman of the Board of Stewards,
chairman of the Board of Trustees and superintendent of the Sunday School. He is also
chairman of the Municipal Election Commission for Loris, of the Council on Aging for
Horry County, a member of the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission, and charter member
of the Horry Shelter Home. He served one four year term on the Horry County Board of
Education.

LELLAN B. DAWES

Lellan B. Dawes, a prominent lawyer, carried on a successful practice of law in Loris,
beginning in 1922, at which time he was Loris' first lawyer.
Dawes w45 born in Elm City, NC, the son of Charles F. and Margaret (Barnes) Dawes.
Coming to Loris after completing his education at Wake Forest, he married a local school
teacher, Frances E. Watson. From this union are five children: Margaret Dawes Edwards,
Charles Francis Dawes, Stonewall Watson Dawes, Patricia Frances Dawes Murphy, and
Lellan B. Dawes, Jr. At this writing, there are nine grandchildren and eight greatgrandchildren.
Recognized as a man of unusual capabilities, Dawes was painstaking and careful, giving
everything that came to him his full and undivided attention. Devoted to his profession, he
maintained one of the most complete law libraries in the Pee Dee area. His sons, Charles
and S. Watson, joined the firm and practiced with him until his death in 1967.
The Dawes family has made a contribution to Loris for more than sixty (60) years. His
daughter-in-law, Maxine T. Dawes, owner of The Dawes Company, is presently serving as
Mayor of Loris.

MAXINE TYLER DAWES
Mayor
City of Loris
Loris elected its first woman mayor December, 1979, in the person of Maxine T.
Dawes.
An Horry County native, Mrs. Dawes grew up in Conway, and graduated from the
Conway schools. She later studied at USC and Coastal Carolina. Her early employment included the legal courthouse circuit working with the sheriff of Horry County, the coroner,
and the solicitor.
She married Charles F. Dawes, a Loris attorney, and moved to Loris. After coming to
Loris, she worked in the Horry County School system and then as a supervisor and coordinator of Federal programs in the Horry-Georgetown-Williamsburg area of South
Carolina. Deciding to enter politics, she went into private business, The Dawes Company, a
real estate and accounting service.
Mrs. Dawes was elected to the Loris City Council in 1973, and re-elected in 1977 . In
1979, she was elected Mayor of Loris, being the first woman ever to hold this office. She
was re-elected Mayor in 1983 and is now completing her eighth year in that position .
She is the mother of two children, Charles Francis Dawes , Jr. of Myrtle Beach, and
Delitha (Del) Dawes Wooten of Columbia. Two of the most important things in her life are
two grandaughters, Erin Wooten and Sarah Wooten of Columbia.
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THOMAS DEWITI
Thomas Dewitt, a native of Loris, the son of Richard
and Candis Bellamy Dewitt, is the fifth child in a family of
seven children. He is the supportive husband of Mrs. Maude
Page Dewitt.

/

Earning the required units to finish high school in Horry
County, he attended Allen University, Columbia, and received
a B.S. degree in Physical Education. Employed as a teacher in
Horry County public schools, he felt the need to continue his
education and enrolled at South Carolina State College,
Orangeburg. He completed all of the requirements for a M.S.
degree in Elementary Education. Dewitt is presently employed
as assistant principal at Loris High School.

As a faithful member of Mt . Rona Missionary Baptist
Church of Loris, Dewitt serves as Sunday School teacher of
the Young Adult Class, chairman of the Trustee Board, assistant clerk of the church and assistant financial secretary I treasurer.
Dewitt served his country in the United States Army for two and one-half years. He is
supervisor of Boy Scout Troop No. 147 of Loris, a trustee of the Loris Community Hospital,
and serves on the Zoning Committee of Loris. In 1977, he was honored as the Omega "Man
of the Year" for the most outstanding service to his fraternity and community.
Although, he has no children of his own, he experiences the inner joy that comes from
helping those in need . His greatest joy comes from rendering service and working with
young people.

W. C. "TED" DOZIER
By Wynness Thomas

It must be a good product ... that Farmall Super A International Harvester tractor that is still in use after 35 years!

Born in Marion County, W.C. "Ted" Dozier graduated
from Clemson College where he played football for four
years. During World War II he served in the Air Force as a
Lt. Colonel. He moved to Loris from Dillon in 1956 to open
a farm equipment store.
"I had choice of placing a business in Tabor City or
Loris . I came in the summer of 1956 and checked out both
communities. I had never seen such beautiful crops as were
growing in Horry County. Everything was lush and green . I
decided to take my chances on Loris and I'm glad I did."
Dozier's brother, Edgar Dozier from Mullins and Gordan Lynn from Dillon were in the
farm equipment business with him with stores in Mullins, Dillon, and Conway. Their new
store in Loris did well and business prospered, selling International Harvester products; Farmall tractors and International trucks.
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Dozier sold his business in 1973. He presently farms a l1/z acre garden with anything
from vegetables to sugarcane and grapes. He owns Bluefield Blueberry Farm, four miles northeast of Loris. Eighteen and one-half acres are under cultivation with six more acres to
grow. The bushes will not be three years old until this coming February (they are supposed
to be four years old before they bear well), but they were loaded this past summer. Next
year he will have the co-op come in to pick and pack them for shipment .
One of the big changes Dozier has seen through the years has been in farm machinery.
After 1956 farming was good and sales increased at his business every year until 1973. High
interest rates, a bad economy and the devaluation of the dollar, he thinks, were some causes
for decline in farming.
"Farming will come back," said Dozier, "but it may take a while."
"We sold a Super A tractor in 1953 for $1325. Back in those days people were changing from mules to tractors and that was the most popular tractor because it was only two
horsepower. We had lots of people who would buy it and farm 100 acres of land. They
made money working longer hours, using only this one tractor."
"Right now at the blueberry farm I'm using a 35 year old tractor and it still works
well."
Dozier thinks that industry coming to Loris has helped the town.

"If the farming could continue like it was in the 50s to 70s, but it didn't do that.
Many farmers are having to take extra jobs to keep their heads above water."
Dozier thinks the bypass has helped the town by removing downtown congestion. He
thinks it would be a good idea to four-lane the highway on up to Pageland and catch all
the North Carolina traffic.
Land prices have been affected by tourism . He says that in Marion County one may
buy land for $300-$400 an acre but on highway 9 bypass the price is $3,000-$4,000. The
farther away from the beach, the less the cost.
Dozier thinks Loris is going to grow. Lots of retirees are moving here from the north .
They don't want to go to the beach, but to be near the beach. They don't mind driving 25
miles on a four-land road to get there.
"Years ago when I was raised in Marion County we heard "wild" tales about Horry
County and didn't dare cross the Pee Dee River. Later, part of my family settled in Horry
County. I have one brother in Conway, one in North Myrtle Beach, one sister, now deceased, who lived in Green Sea."
"People asked me when I retired if I were going to the beach . I told them, 'No I'm not
leaving Loris.' There is everything I want right here.''
Dozier is married to Jean Powell from Marion . Jean works with ERA Dozier Realty Co.
on Main St . in North Myrtle Beach. Her mother lives in the remodeled Tabor City train
depot in their back yard.
The Doziers have two children living in Loris, Cameron, who is employed by Horry
County, and John, who is a college student. After attending North Greenville College one
year, John is now taking Golf Course Management at Horry-Georgetown TEC.
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J.D.DUNCAN
J. D. Duncan was born on a
farm eight miles out of Loris
in the Mt. Vernon community, the son of Amanda Wade
and Andrew Jackson Duncan.
Duffie Duncan developed
keen business sense when he
was young.
He was first associated
with the fertilizer business
when he bought it from Dan
W . Hardwick for his crops. In
1922 he figured he could save
some money by buying fertilizer in carload lots, so in 1924 he set up a business in the old
George Butler building in Loris. The business prospered so much that the Duncans left the
farm in 1932 and moved into Loris.
Duncan married Nancy Elizabeth (Lizzie) Bryant in March 1918 and they had two
children, Mrs. Esta Murph and J.D., Jr. In 1942 he became the mayor of Loris for the first
of several terms . The present town hall was built during his mayoralty. His son died in
1965. Duncan died in 1973 and his daughter, Mrs. Murph in 1985. Mrs. Duncan, now 97
years old, is a resident of the Extended Care Facility of the Loris Community Hospital.
Businesses established by Duffie Duncan still operate in Loris. The J. D. Duncan Hardware closed and the equipment division became Duncan Farm Equipment, Inc. (Thomas H.
Murph and James T. 'Jim" Murph, Sr., Duncan's son-in-law and grandson) which closed
January 2, 1982, ending 43 years under the management of three generations.
With its closing Jim Murph formed Gold Key, Inc., a real estate, development, insurance and auction company. Two and a half years later the headquarters were moved to
the Cherry Grove Section of North Myrtle Beach. He lives in Loris with his family, wife Jenny and sons, Tommy and Timmy.
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HENRY BRUCE FIPPS
Henry Bruce Fipps has been in banking since 1953. He
was hired as assistant cashier of Farmers Bank and was promoted to cashier in 195 7. In 1967 he was elected vice president and was elected to his present position of vice president
and city executive at the time of the merger of Farmers Bank
with The National Bank of South Carolina. He is also chairman of the Loris Advisory Board.
He is a graduate of Loris High School and Kings College
in Charlotte, where he completed a course in accounting.
Fipps is a veteran of World War II, during which he served
in the U.S . Navy.
He is past president of the Loris Chamber of Commerce,
past president of the Loris Lions Club, a member of Loris
American Legion Post 41 and an active member of Loris Masonic Lodge 205, of which he
has served as Treasurer since 1971. He is also a Shriner, has served on the board of directors
for Loris Community Hospital since 1975, and is a member of the board of directors of the
Horry County Economic Board .
The son of the late Rosa and Zeno Fipps, he is married to the former Daphne Fowler
of Clarendon . They have two daughters, Daphne Lynn Wieringa and Carol Bruce Wright,
as well as three grandchildren , Colin Blair Wieringa, Charles Bruce Wieringa and Colby
Brett Wright. They are members of the First Baptist Church of Loris .
Fipps says his hobby is gardening and he enjoys doing all the upkeep on his lawn. He
also has diversified farming interests.
The Fippses reside on Fox Bay Road.

JOHN 0. FLOYD
On August 11, 189 5, at Finklea Stephen Joe and Martha Jane Floyd became the proud
parents of a bouncing boy, John Oscar. They had fourteen children altogether, all not
deceased, among them Lola Mae, James N. , Rozetta, Stephen Dean, Fletcher Leroy, Martin
Luther and Martha Jane .
Young John Oscar attended Silent Grove Elementary School and completed high school
at the American High School in New York.
At the age of 23 Floyd joined the Silent Grove Missionary Baptist Church , where he remained until his death. He served in many capacities in the Kingston Lake Association from
1919. He served as secretary for 35 years and was a member of the executive board since
1921. He was a trustee of the Olds Ministers Home and a member of the finance committee. He served under six presidents of the Sunday School Convention, the Revs. Oland
Chestnut, G.W. Singletary, M.G. Lewis, Herbert Livingston, F.F. Gore and A.B . Nichols.
Affectionately called "Uncle John" by many, he held membership in the Masons, Odd
Fellows, Elks, Golden Eagles and Royal Court. The John Floyd Consistory of Conway was
named for him . He helped to lay 20 cornerstones for churches and 28 for various lodges . As
a Mason he became district deputy and a trustee.
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Floyd was a farmer who inherited some land, but worked to add to it. Although he and
his wife, Ida Mae, had only one child of their own, they helped fourteen boys and girls
through college. At the time of his death on Nov. 9, 1986, he was a trustee of Morris
College.
r

BOYD AND FRANK FORD
Sixty-five years of service by three generations!
A plaque in recognition of 65 years of service was recently presented by Exxon Co. USA
to Boyd and Frank Ford. It hangs proudly on the wall of the front office of Ford's Fuel Service, Inc. at 4115 Holly Street.
Over the years Exxon's corporate name has changed several times: Standard Oil, ESSO
Standard Oil, Humble Oil, and Exxon Company USA.
Walter Ford began with Standard Oil Co. in the 1920s and continued until the early
40s. His son, Boyd Ford, Sr. began with ESSO in 1946 and continued until he had to retire
due to health reasons in 1965. Boyd Ford, Sr.'s sons, Boyd Ford, Jr. and Frank Ford, began
as active managers in 1965 and are presently engaged in the business. Boyd, Jr. has one son
who is 16 years old and Frank has two sons who are 16 and 22, who might someday be the
fourth generation who will actually manage the company.
Boyd and Frank have diversified somewhat since 1965 by investing in Real Estate and
in a Chevrolet dealership. Even though Boyd manages the petroleum and L.P. gas business
and Frank manages the Chevrolet dealership, they are equal partners in both interests.
Boyd has lived in Loris all his life with the exception of his college years, training in
the Army Reserve and being employed by Exxon Co . USA in Florence, SC for a few years.
Frank has always lived in Loris except for a short time attending college.
Boyd, president of Ford's Fuel Service, Inc., attended Loris schools and graduated from
the University of South Carolina with a BS Degree in business management. After college
he joined the U.S. Army Reserve for six months' training. He attended basic training at Fort
Jackson, in Columbia, SC and howitzer training in Fort Sill, OK. After completing his
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training in September 1962, he began working for Exxon Company, USA in Florence as a
tank wagon salesman in their L.P. gas division. After one year, he was promoted to
manager of the Florence L.P. gas operation. Due to his father's sudden illness, he returned
home to assist in the management of the family business.
Boyd Ford is on the board of the new proposed Horry County State Bank, presently
being organized. He is a Master Mason, a Past Master of Loris Lodge 205, and a member of
Omar Shrine Temple in Charleston. He is a member of Loris First Baptist Church. His hobbies are fishing, hunting, flying, skiing, and motorcycling.
"My father owned a motorcycle and I have had one practically all my life . My wife,
NormaJean, occasionally enjoys a trip on the motorcycle." Boyd said . "Last year we made a
trip to Pigeon Forge, TN, to attend a motorcycle rally."
The company owned an airplane which was used for business and pleasure until it was
sold in 1985.
Frank Ford, Vice-President of Ford Brothers Chevrolet, Inc., attended Loris schools and
studied at the University of South Carolina for a short time. He then came back to Loris to
work in the family business . He is a Master Mason, a member of the Omar Shrine Temple,
Charleston, and a member of the Loris First Baptist Church . His hobbies are golf, fishing
and skiing.
When their father became ill in 1965, Boyd and Frank united their efforts in managing
the businesses, Ford's Fuel Service, Inc. and Ford Truck Lines, Inc., which their father had
founded . At this time, they were young and could foresee the need to expand their
business. They began this expansion by purchasing Rogers Oil Co . in 1972 . About this same
time, they saw an opportunity to begin a petroleum and 1. P. gas business at North Myrtle
Beach. They say, this was probably the best investment they ever made. To add more
volume to this new business they purchased Don Kelley's Oil Co. at North Myrtle Beach in
1974. They devoted all of their time and efforts to the success of these businesses until
March, 1982, when they made a decision to diversify and purchased the local Chevrolet
dealership from Don Huskey. Along with this decision they decided to liquidate Ford Truck
Lines, Inc. Management had to be changed at this time so Boyd assumed the management
of Ford Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. and Frank assumed the management of the petroleum and
L.P. gas business. By the end of the seventh month, after the formation of Ford Brothers
Chevrolet, Inc., each brother discovered where their management capabilities lay, so they
decided to exchange management positions of those two companies, and still share equal
ownership . In April , 1987 , they closed the dealership in Loris and opened a new Chevrolet
dealership in North Myrtle Beach, which is located on Highway 9 in front of Bay Tree Golf
Course.
The first generation of the Fords, Walter Ford , Boyd and Frank's grandfather, was a
Standard Oil commissioned agent in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s. ESSO paid him so much
per gallon on the fuel he sold. He furnished the labor and a truck to deliver the fuel and
ESSO furnished the fuel, tanks , pumps, etc. His delivery truck had a capacity of approximately 350 gallons compared to the 2500 gallon capacity truck used today. His truck was not
equipped with a hose reel or meter. He drew fuel out of his truck in a five gallon measuring
bucket, then dumped it into the customer's tank. It was common in those days to drive on a
dirt road fifteen miles to sell fifty gallons of fuel and in those fifteen miles, it was not uncommon to bog down six or seven times . Today is is not profitable to deliver fifty gallons one
block.
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The second generation, Boyd R. Ford, Sr. (Boyd and Frank's father) worked with his
father for some time but in 1946, he went into business for himself and began Ford's Fuel
Service. During the first year he owned only truck and had no bulk storage plant. ESSO let
him pull his fuel out of the Conway ESSO plant. In 1947 he built a small office and installed storage facilities for fuel. It was about this time that he purchased his own transport
to haul his fuel from Wilmington, NC, to Loris . He would leave Loris at 2:00 a.m., drive to
Wilmington and bring back a load to Loris, then take his delivery truck and make deliveries
to his customers.
"I have known times that he would work three days and nights, straight," said Boyd
Ford, Jr. "He had no help at this time. Not many people would have worked this hard and
taken this gamble. He made many sacrifices for his family and if it had not been for his
hard work, I know Ford's Fuel Service would not have been here today."
There have been tremendous changes in the business since the 1920s, but even since
1965 there have been changes. In 1965 gasoline was $.27 per gallon and now it is nearly
$1.00. Boyd, Sr. purchased a truck and tanker to haul fuel from Wilmington in 1947 for
$4500.00. Today the same equipment cost $140,000.00. In 1965 Ford's Fuel Service served
approximately 500 farmers and today they probably serve about 100 farmers. These 100
farmers may work as much land as the 500 farmers in 1965. We have seen a change from
small family owned farms to farmers working many, many acres. Loris has been very fortunate to have industry come into the community and replace jobs that were lost by the
decline in farming.
"I think the growth of Loris in the next five years will be unbelieveable. Even though
Loris will always be dependent on our farming economy, we are going to see growth due to
becoming a resort community. This will be due to the location of Loris near the beach and
the increased number of golf courses in our area," said Boyd Ford, Jr. "We are going to
have more and more people coming South to retire in our community. I can honestly say
that I don't know of any better location in the United States that would be more attractive
to investors at the present time. Loris is compared to a rose that is just before blooming."

0.D. FREEMAN
Orian D. Freeman, owner of Freeman's Insurance Agency, moved with his family to
Loris in 1934. At that time he entered the insurance business with Davis 0 . Heniford. Their
office was in the back of the Loris Drug Store, which was owned by Heniford. A few years
later he opened Freeman's Insurance Agency and was in business until he retired July 1,
1949 because of ill health.
In 1950 Freeman with James P. Stevens opened an LP. Gas Corporation and Gas
Appliance Store. They were the first to install gas curers in tobacco barns in the area.
During his years in Loris Freeman was very active in civic affairs. At the start of World
War II he began a valuable contribution to many phases of the civilian effort . His service as
county chairman of the War Bond Drive earned him the U.S. Treasury Award for Patriotic
Service. He was vice chairman of the Horry County Red Cross Chapter and was secretary and
treasurer of the Loris branch chapter. At the end of World War II Governor Olin D.
Johnston appointed him Horry County Service Officer and he served in that office for five
years .
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An active and influential member of the Loris Post of The American Legion from 1943,
he served as commander for two years. In 1950 he was elected South Carolina State Commander. Olin D. Johnston had a speech that Freeman gave, "The American Legion Has a
Job to Do," printed in the appendix of The Congressional Record. A member of the 40 &
8, he also served as Chef de Gare of Waccamaw Voiture 1316.
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O.D. Freeman received many honors. Due to his active and constructive interest in his
community, county and state he was chosen as "Man of the Week." He was appointed colonel to the Governor by J. Strom Thurmond. As an outstanding citizen of Horry County he
was awarded the "Distinguished Service Award."
Freeman, along with Mance Watkins and the Reverend G. Fenton Miller, was instrumental in starting The Loris Sentinel. A barbecue supper was held and a free ticket was
given to anyone who subscribed to the newspaper. 1500 subscriptions were needed to start
printing The Loris Sentinel in 1952.
Freeman was ordained as an elder in the Presbyterian Church in 1942. He and his
family were members of the Loris Presbyterian Church. He was president of The Men of the
Church of Pee Dee Presbytery in 1961-1962, and was secretary-treasurer of The Men of the
Church of the South Carolina Synod in 1963.
When World War I was declared, he was a member of the National Guard at Oxford,
NC, and was called into active service in 1916. Sgt. Freeman was sent overseas in 1918 and
participated in breaking the Hindenberg Line. A severe wound received during that action
cost him his right arm.
He married Ruth Williams of Sparks, Georgia, 'in 1919, and they had two daughters,
Virginia Miller Medlock of Atlanta, GA, and Ann F. Dawes of Loris. Freeman died in 1968.
Mrs. Freeman died in 1984.

LORENZO C. GOFF

Lorenzo C. Goff, known by all as "Capon" Goff, was
born and reared in the Bayboro community to the late Alive
and Helen Goff on June 21, 1891. He attended the
Leatherstring School in Bayboro. He was married to Essie
Johnson Goff and was the proud father of 10 children and 48
grandchildren.
He was a civic-minded individual who was instrumental
in getting schools for the Bayboro community. He was active
in many community projects in Horry County. He was a
member of the NAACP and was a strong advocate in the
right to vote. He was one of the leaders who would haul people to the polls if they needed a ride.
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Goff was one of the founders of the New Bethel A.M.E.
Church, serving as its Superintendent of the Sunday School
and as a Steward. He was a Master Mason, Royal Court of
King Solomon, Order of the Eastern Star. He was also a
trustee at the Lewiston No. 1 school.
He was a farmer and a carpenter, an advisor to those who needed advice, one who
rendered his time to take those to town to conduct business, and helped all that he came in
contact with.
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DON B. GORE
Fifteen members of the Joe L. Gore family seated at the table three times a day during
the Hoover administration included six brothers, five sisters, mother and father, grandmother and grandfather.
There was a lack of material things in their lives but Don B. Gore's mother left him a
priceless legacy - a passion for honesty. She told her children, "If you will treat your
fellowman right and be honest, you will get by."
That is the attitude on which Gore runs his business, Carolina Southern Tire Co.
"When I opened the doors of my business," Gore said, "my motto was 'To be honest with
the customers and give them dollar value for dollar received.' Some people said you couldn't
be a Christian and stay in business, but that is not true."
Gore grew up about 15 miles in the country from Loris on 905 in the Mt. Leon community. His mother was Bertha Todd and his father, Joe L. Gore, was a country
schoolteacher.
Gore finished grammar school at Leon and attended Loris High School from 1934 to
October 1936. At that time he joined the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) and was sent
to Boonville, NY. When his service was over, he returned to the farm . He married Addie
Blanton in 1938 . They have three sons : Douglas, Curtis and Donnie.
Gore worked at Charleston Navy Yard from 1941 until 1945, when he went into the
U.S . Navy. In 1946 they moved adjacent to the Loris fire tower where Mrs. Gore assumed
the job as "lookout" for the tower and Gore went to work with Ford's Fuel Service driving a
fuel tanker. After five years he was employed by Carolina Furniture Co. and continued
working there until December 1969 (19 years).
On May 1, 1970 three partners opened Carolina Southern Tire Co .: Don B. Gore, his
brother-in-law, Milton Dutton, and Dr. Ben B. Ward from Shallotte , NC
Gore's son, Donnie, and his wife were living in Danville, VA, where he was employed
with R.J. Reynolds Co. His wife was from the Columbia, SC area and wanted to move
closer home . Donnie asked his father about going into business with him. In 1976 father
and son bought the interest of the other two partners. 'Tm at the point where I feel I need
to slow down. If it were not for Donnie, I couldn't" said Gore.
Since father and son went into partnership, they have added to the business and it has
grown. They added a front end machine, custom muffler shop and have diversified, going
into automotive service, brakes, front end, etc.
"In service work, we can do almost anything but overhaul motors or transmissions,"
Gore explains.
"We have a following of young people in our area. We have a time payment plan and
the young people have been most cooperative and seldom go back on their word. I talk
with the young person just as though he were my child. I tell him, 'The record you make is
yours. If it is good, you made it, if it is bad, you made it.' I offer them a listening ear as
well as my service."
Gore recalls in 1952 that there were only a few stores open on Main Street. When Loris
Manufacturing Plant and Talon moved in, the flow of money was much better and Loris
began to grow.
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He remembers when Hurricane Hazel struck in October 1954. He was working with
Carolina Furniture Co. on the road in the northern part of the county and was almost pinned
in with uees falling in front and behind. Having no radio, he did not realize there had been
a hurricane until he returned and discovered minor damage in Loris and the beaches torn up.
One of the most exciting times in Gore's life was when he had the opportunity to go
into business for himself. He had always worked for the other person and given his best on
the job.
Gore is a former member of the Lions Club, Merchant's Association and Masonic
Lodge. He has been Worshipful Master of the Loris Lodge two years, served as Jr. Grand
Deacon of the Grand Lodge of S. C. and District Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
for two years. He is a York Rite & Scottish Rite Mason, also a Shriner. Gore is presently on
the Planning and Development Board of Loris.
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"I think Loris will continue to grow. Probably not too many years from now Loris and
North Myrtle Beach will be connected with businesses. There are a couple of new golf
courses under construction. With that, there will be retired people looking for property.
"I think there is a good potential in Loris. People here are very nice and cordial to
those moving in, trying to make them feel welcome. I think Loris is one of the best places
to live .
"The Loris Bog Off draws a huge number of people. Many merchants and others spend
a lot of time and money into that to get people into town. This is about the number one
promoter that Loris has ."
Gore says Loris has been good to him and he has tried to share his abilities in return.

LETIIE HARRELSON GORE
A pioneer educator in Horry County, Lettie Harrelson Gore, born June 4, 1878, got
her teacher training where she could, in Conway and at Winthrop especially. She attended
art school in Chattanooga, where she lived with an uncle . Gifted in art, she painted in oil,
did sculpture and painted on china.
She grew up in the Fifteen Mile Bay section of Horry County near the Little Pee Dee
River. Before her marriage she was director of instruction for the county, visiting schools and
the students in their homes, travelling by horse and buggy. She worked closely with Miss
Essie Derham of Green Sea, also a leader in the county schools, and Miss Wil Lou Gray who
founded the South Carolina Opportunity Schools in Columbia.
After her marriage to Joseph Gardner Gore, Sr., in 1912, she moved to the Simpson
Creek area. Her students recall her early work with them there. She taught them in the
Simpson Creek ungraded school, including Latin and algebra. Also in those early days she
held adult night classes for illiterates to learn to read and write .
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LEWIS P. GOULD
Grover C. and Carrie Ashe Gould lived in Geneva, FL,
when their son, Lewis Perry, was born on Nov. 11, 1913. The
father was a mechanic who found work hard to get in that
area in the Depression. The family moved to South Carolina,
first to Pickens, then to Conway, Nichols, and finally Loris,
where he worked on the construction of Hwy. 9. Young
Gould went to Marion High School, but joined the family in
Loris in the summer. In Loris he met his future wife,
Hallistine Graham.
The Goulds moved back to Florida for a while, but
Lewis Gould returned to Loris and married. He worked in
construction and as a cook in the old S.C. FFA at Murrells
Inlet. The camp was housed in barracks used by German
prisoners-of-war. When the FFA outgrew this three-story building, the camp was moved to
North Myrtle Beach.
Gould was employed at Loris Drug Store in 1950, part-time at first when he wasn't
cooking at the camp, but after about three years full-time. He worked for Douglas Bailey,
his son, Singleton Bailey, and his son-in-law, Troy Sims until he retired.
Because of the Depression Gould didn't complete high school on schedule, but thirty
years later graduated from Finklea High School. He has worked hard for his community,
also . He served on the advisory board at Finklea and at Loris High School. He was a
member of the board of the Waccamaw E.O.C. Gould has received many awards and certificates of appreciation and recognition -- from Mt. Rona Missionary Baptist Church for serving as Sunday School Superintendent, 1941-1974, from Kingston Lake Sunday School Convention, even from an unknown man, who read about him in a paper he bought while
passing through Loris and sent him a certificate in beautiful calligraphy. The Loris Chamber
of Commerce recognized Lewis Gould as Citizen of the Year in 1985 .
Mr. and Mrs. Gould had five children, John P., Lewis C., Vivian Patricia, Grover
Cleveland and Gloria Christine .
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HARVEY GRAHAM, SR.
Three generations of Grahams! Harvey Graham, Sr., along with his son Harvey
Graham, Jr., and grandson Harvey Graham, III, are owners of Graham Brothers Farm Supply, Brick Warehouse, Carolina Linen Service, a feed mill and Farm Supply and Hardware
store. The Grahams own 12 farms near Loris, growing tobacco, corn and beans.
It all began back in 1946 when Harvey Graham, Sr. returned to his hometown of Loris
after serving in World War II. He set up his first business in the corner office of the
theatre, then across the street from the Coffee Shop, where he sold chemicals, fertilizers and
hail insurance.
Graham rented Brick Warehouse in 1948 and used it to store produce and other goods.
During several years the warehouse was packed full of sweet potatoes between tobacco
seasons.
Realizing the need for a feed mill for local farmers, Graham decided to build his own
in 1951. That same year his brother Horace joined him as a business partner and together
they built Graham Brothers Farm Supply Co. In 1962 Graham bought Brick Warehouse,
which he still owns today.
Harvey Graham, III, a 1986 graduate of Clemson University, has recently joined his
father and grandfather in the family business. Perrin, his 16-year-old brother, is also thinking of following in his granddaddy's footsteps.
Graham, the son of John R. and Carrie Cox Graham, was born on a small farm in the
Graham community two miles from Loris. He had two brothers and two sisters. His father
emphasized the importance of a high school education . Times were hard and few people
had money for college. After graduating from high school Graham attended Clemson College for one year. When he returned home he obtained a job with the telephone company
as a night operator.
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Graham remembers when main street was unpaved and people would bog down on
either side of the railroad track. In those days, farming was everything, now there is industry around Loris . Being near the beach helps the town, he thinks. Customers from as far
as the beach area come to his store to buy fertilizer, garden and lawn supplies and termite
spray.
Graham was in the seventh grade before he traveled the distance of seven miles to
Tabor City. In the ninth grade he won a trip to Florence by being on the FFA (Future
Farmers of America) judging team. This team judged soil, cows, mules, etc. That year he
also won a State Farm Degree, a certificate of merit for growing his project, which was
tobacco.
The Graham boys and their father, John R., walked the two miles to Loris through two
cow pastures, ending up on a trail behind the post office. Nearby was a livery stable where
mules and horses were sold. A deep well was dug to be used in connection with the livery
stables. No top or curbing was placed on the well. As Mr. Graham's father was walking
home one night in February, 1943, he fell into the well, which was near the path they
traveled. His body was found the next day. It was a very sad time for the family.
Graham bought his first car 47 years ago, just before marrying Selma Mishoe from
Conway. He paid $135 down for the $655 two-door Chevrolet and $25 a month. "That's
the last time I bought a car on credit," Graham said .
Graham recalls in the early 40s when a tobacco warehouse owned by W.K. Walden and
Cliff Hardwick burned. Sweet potatoes, stored in the warehouse in the off season, were being cured with fuel oil. Something exploded, the front of the warehouse blew out, then it
caught on fire and burned down. The warehouse was rebuilt.
During his years in Loris Graham has been involved with the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
the American Legion, the Civitans and the First Baptist Church . He also served on city council and on the Horry County Board of Education. He helped organize the Horry County National Bank in 1963 and continues to serve on the board of directors.
Graham attributes the success of Loris to some wide awake businessmen who try not to
miss opportunities to help the town grow.
"I think there is still a future for tobacco ," Graham says. "The farmer that manages
right will stay in business . Last year the farmer averaged $1. 52 for his tobacco , this year it
has been $1. 64 ."
Graham's heart is still in farming . He is proud of Loris and would not want to live
anywhere else.
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J. HORACE GRAHAM
The late]. Horace Graham, son of John R. and Carrie
Cox Graham, was born December, 1917, in Loris. He attended
the public schools of Loris and graduated from Loris High
School.
After graduation from high school Graham sold insurance
for Liberty Life Insurance Company and continued in this
position until World War II during which he served in the
Army and the Merchant Marine.
Upon returning to Loris after the war, Graham became a
salesman for H . Clay Hughes Store, remaining with Hughes
for approximately three years. At the end of this time he
resigned to accept a sales position with the newly opened
Carolina Furniture Company.
Graham proved to be a successful salesman. After several years at Carolina Furniture
Company he resigned to enter business with his brother Harvey. They sold chemicals, fertilizers, and crop insurance. The closest feed mill was in Clinton, NC, so the Graham
brothers decided to build their own. The business was named Graham Brothers Farm Supply
Store.
The volume done by the feed mill increased yearly. To handle this ever expanding
business the staff increased from four to ten. In September, 1955, an east coast magazine,
The Eastern Feed Merchant, stated, "Horace and Harvey Graham have an up-and-coming
feed business." The rapid growth of the mill was a result of grinding and mixing services
which the Grahams offered the farmers, according to this anicle. The magazine commended
them on their good merchandising ideas.
In 1962 Horace, along with his brother Harvey, bought the Brick Warehouse. This
warehouse and the Graham Brothers Farm Supply Store have provided many services to the
farmers of this area. They have been a source for the farmers' fertilizer and chemicals, as well
as grinding and mixing feed for their livestock. In 1966 they built a grain elevator for corn
and soybeans. The full importance of these services to the farmer isn't appreciated fully until
one learns that these products were sold and services rendered on credit with no interest
charged.
Not only was Graham interested in the agricultural sector of the Loris area, but he also
made contributions which helped the entire community. He was an organizer of the Loris
Rescue Squad, a Director of the Horry County National Bank, and pan owner of The Lons
Sentinel.
Graham was a member of Loris Post No. 41, American Legion, Woodmen of the World,
and Loris First Baptist Church. He married the former Estelle Smith from Aynor, SC. They
had one son, the late Robert D . Graham of Houston, TX. ]. Horace Graham died in Loris on
February 5, 1978.
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C. VERNON HARDEE
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By Wynness Thomas
In the early 1950's a unique business in Loris was a small L shaped grocery store known
as the Sanitary Market, with entrances on Main Street and Railroad Avenue.
C. Vernon Hardee has an interesting story of how he became associated with this
business.
The son of Charlie G. and Ruth Powell Hardee, he was born at Glenn, a railroad stop
about two miles north of Loris. (The railroad stop was named for Miss Glenn Stanley, a resident of the community, who later had two daughters, Mrs. Allene Stevens and Mrs.
Daphene Rogers, residents of Loris.) Hardee's ancestors have been living in Horry County
for about 200 years.
In 1942, as a teenager, Hardee obtained a job working for Grover Suggs in his grocery
store on Main Street where the Loris Sentinel is now located. Suggs was well-known around
Loris, a good, honest businessman, member of the City Council, a major farmer and
leading citizen of the town. Suggs had been in the grocery business from about 1932 with
Ben Butler. Eventually Suggs bought out Butler. (Suggs' wife, Irene, taught school for many
years in the Loris area.)
As a clerk at the Sanitary Market, Hardee did everything; stocking the store, waiting on
customers, and so on . At that time customers brought their grocery lists, or called them out
verbally, and the clerk picked up every item from the shelf. It was a different way of doing
business from today. "Probably half of the business was credit," Hardee said .
The store employed six or seven people and Saturday was the big day. They did more
business on Saturday than all the rest of the week. "The streets were full of people on
Saturday."
In 1943 during World War II Hardee went into the army where he served three years.
When he returned, Suggs asked him to go back to work. Some months later Suggs offered
to sell Hardee half interest in the business . The two men were partners for the next 15 years
in the little building.
"Until 1950 the post office was in the building where Earl Boyd's barbershop is located
today, facing the railroad. The post office moved across the railroad and left a vacant
building which backed up to ours. We rented the old post office building and tore out the
back wall, giving us a front door on both Main St. and Railroad Ave. We had the only
business anywhere around that had a front door on two different streets."
"When we expanded into two buildings, we set up what we would call the very first
self-service store anywhere in this area. I probably signed the check for the first grocery carts
that ever came to Loris . We owned the first air conditioned food store in Loris.
"We operated as Sanitary Market until 1954 and then became affiliated with the Red
and White organization . Red and White was a group of locally owned stores in eastern
North and South Carolina which had cooperative buying and advertising with Thomas and
Howard Wholesale Grocers of Conway and Charleston . Later, T & H Company sold out to
Wetterau Foods, a national organization of Missouri. Red and White Stores are still being
operated with their help today.
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In 1962 Hardee sold his interest back to Suggs, who continued to run the Red and
White store. "After working for a wholesale grocery house for a year, my wife, Geneva, and I
opened Hardee's Park and Shop on North Broad Street, and operated with that name until
1970.
"In 1970 we again became affiliated with Red and White and operated this store at its
present location until 1977. Then, deciding there was an easier life than working 60 to 70
hours a week, we sold the business to Robert Pate. From 1942-1977, except for time in the
Army, I was in the grocery business," stated Hardee.
Vernon Hardee was on the Loris City Council from 1960-80. He served as Mayor ProTem for eight of the twenty years. During the early 60s he was one of the organizers of the
Twin Cities Airport Corporation, a non-profit corporation which bought the land and constructed the Loris Twin Cities Airport. He is a private pilot and has been co-owner of several
small planes over the past 20 years. Flying for pleasure is practically his only hobby.
Hardee is a member of the First Baptist Church, was a charter member of the Loris
Merchants Association, a former member of the Civitan Club and a member of the Loris
Chamber of Commerce. He helped organize the first Jaycee chapter in Loris in 1949. He
spent 20 years on the city council and saw the police station and jail built and water and
sewer expansion during that time .
"I don't think the highway 9 bypass has had a lot to do with business one way or
another," he said. "It has taken traffic off Main Street . There was concern expressed
beforehand, but I have heard no complaints. I don't know what we would do today with all
the traffic if it still had to go down Main Street.
"The changes in business on Main Street have been tremendous in the 45 years since
I've been here. Most people once drove horses and wagons to town. There were two or three
residences between what is now the stoplight and the railroad. There was a residence where
Mr. Potter's store is located now.
·
"Many things have been an asset to the town through the years. Locally owned Hardee
Manufacturing Co. is a major one. Everyone should be extremely proud of Loris Community
Hospital. I don't know of any other town the size of Loris which has a medical center comparable to it. Loris airport has helped in bringing in industry. The railroad has been here
since before the town. Loris is at the intersection of two main highways. I believe S.C.
number 9 is the longest continuous highway in South Carolina. The beach has grown
tremendously in the last 30-40 years and a lot of that has rubbed off and provided jobs to
the Loris area. Getting good highways has brought in industry and industry has helped the
average person and businesses. Schools are much bigger and better.
"One thing I would like to see is for the people in areas around the city limits to get
involved in the city government of Loris. Most of the businesses in Loris are owned and
operated by people who live in the immediate area but not within the city limits. I think if
there is not some annexation, getting people involved, there is not much chance for the city
to grow. People looking to Loris for their livelihood should get involved and work in the
city government."
Hardee carried a petition around and received one hundred percent participation from
the residents of the area for the first annexation to the city of Loris in 1972, some three or
four blocks where his store was located.
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Since his retirement, Hardee has served on both the Horry County Election Commission and the Voter Registration Board. He owns a farm and other rental property including
the property occupied by the present Red and White store .
Hardee and his wife, the former Geneva Hardwick, have one daughter , Sandra Tabor.
She is married to Kenneth Tabor, formerly of Dallas, and they have one son, nine year old
Jason . They live in Lexington, SC. 'Jason is our pride and joy. He is my number one flying
buddy," Hardee said.

ELDRED V. HARDEE
Perhaps it is a combination of supply and demand and
supersalesmanship that create a good business. Eldred Hardee
should know. In 1958 he sold his first improved (and only)
tobacco sprayer 13 times.
Eldred V. Hardee was born and raised on a farm in the
Simpson Creek community, three miles from Loris . He
graduated from Loris High School in 1944 . Being
mechanically minded, he was able to repair tractors, combines and other farm machinery while working on the farm,
thus gaining valuable experience.
When Hardee was 21 , he had a house built in Loris
where he and his wife Bobbie lived while he was in the
trucking business. After four years on the road to New York,
Chicago, etc., he became tired of traveling and decided to
return to the Loris area and go into farming . He built a
house about 200 feet from his present home on highway 31 about ten miles from Loris .
Hardee couldn't afford to buy much farm equipment so he began to make it in his small
welding shop near the house. In 1958 he made a tobacco sprayer that could be attached to a
tractor. A neighbor saw it and wanted one. When the second neighbor asked for a sprayer,
Hardee made some improvements and sold it 13 times before the neighbor came to pick it
up. Word soon spread and in 1959 he built 300. Each year the orders increased . In 1963
Hardee's company made 3,000 sprayers .
The little plant that began in 1959 has been expanding almost every three years until it
has reached 80,000 feet . Another addition will soon be built.
Hardee Manufacturing builds 15 different size cutters , 15 different size trailers and 100
different types of sprayers , also garbage containers and high volume water pumps . One
ditchbank cutter, designed by Hardee and men in the plant, has sold about $17 million
over the last 20 years.
When farming business began declining, Hardee branched out into car dollies, motorcycle trailers and lawn and garden equipment. He still owns the trucking business and does
his own hauling . He has four 18 wheelers and about 21 other trucks which deliver equipment all over the southeast . Salesmen work in SC, GA , FLA, VA, NC, TN, LA , MS , and
AL. Factory representatives sell in Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio.
"In these three states, where we have factory representatives , when we deliver equip91

ment, we bring raw materials back," Hardee says. "We are working on a shipment to a
foreign country. We've been selling on and off to foreign countries for the past 20 years."
"We expanded our territory. Since the farming business has slowed down, about fifty
percent of our output now is not for agriculture. Our pumps go to golf courses and mining
companies. Once the farming slump hit, we expanded into other areas."
"We employ 132 people and have worked as many as 157. We are doing more business
this year than ever before. I attribute this to diversifying. I still think farming will come
back and be more profitable. I think farm life is better than a lot of other things."
Our business has really picked up. The months of July and August were the busiest
we've ever had. Our payroll is about 1. 5 million a year. I think I can say that this business
has helped a lot of farmers stay in business. Lots of our employees are farmers. The small
farmer cannot make it any more without an outside job.
"It cost $1. 75 a bushel to raise corn and it is selling for $1.50. No way can you make a
profit like that. Twenty years ago corn was $1. 50 a bushel. It is still the same today, yet a
truck I bought 12 years ago for $30,000 would cost you $70,000 today. I think the farming
business will get better. This year tobacco may make good, but soybeans and grain will not
be profitable. For the last two years beef and pork prices have increased so that those
farmers can make a profit.

"I've been on the Pork Board for several years. I have about 2500 hogs, 300 cattle and
300 acres of farmland with tobacco, corn and soybeans."
Hardee has been on the Airport Commission for 18 years, ever since he learned to fly
his own plane. He has flown all over the U.S. and to Puerto Rico.
He enjoys traveling. Two years ago he, his wife and friends drove to Anchorage,
Alaska. In 1984 a three week trip to China was given to Hardee by Gearbox Manufacturing
Co. "I had a chance to go through a lot of factories and study Chinese culture," Hardee
said. "It was very educational. It was fascinating to see how people live in a country with so
many citizens."
Hardee attended an agricultural show in France. There was farm equipment from all
over the world. He said that Germany and France seem almost equal to us in their farming
equipment. In China they still do everything by hand. A Chinese farmer who owns a truck
is a rich man.
Hardee remembers when the road by his house was unpaved. "There has been tremendous growth. Horry County is really growing too fast for its own good. Lots of people are
moving here in order to get jobs."
Hardee has never had a job working for anyone else. Except for a few months in service
just before the war ended, he has always been self-employed. He served on the board of the
South Carolina National Bank for seven years. He is now serving on the four-state bank
board, which includes the Federal Land Bank and Production Credit Association (PCA). In
1967 Gov. McNair presented Hardee with a plaque as Business Man of the Year.
Hardee Manufacturing Company is a family-owned business. Mrs. Hardee, vice president, works with the company , as do son Ronald , daughter Dianne and their families. A
younger daughter, Teresa, is married and lives near Charleston .
"I have been all over the U.-S. and I think there is no better place to live, climate wise,
than Horry County," Hardee says .
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HOYT J. HARDEE
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Even though they have the entire world to choose from, some people like their roots in
Horry County well enough to live within a few hundred yards of where they were born.
Hoyt]. Hardee, son of Lezettie Cox and Thelton Hardee, is an Horry County native.
Both he and his parents (his mother lived to be almost 97) lived in the Simpson Creek community, seven miles from Loris. Hardee's present residence is within 200 yards of the place
where he was born and raised.
Hardee attended Simpson Creek Grammar School and Loris High School. Three of his
older brothers were in World War II and one younger brother in the Korean conflict.
Hardee's age and being in school prevented his induction into service at that time . He
regrets this. He would have liked to serve his country as well.
In 1945 and 1946 Hardee attended Columbia Commercial College, Columbia, taking
general business courses. At the age of 19 he was employed by Doug and Annie Lee Bailey
at the Loris Drug Store and lived at their home. He recalls this as a very enjoyable year.
In 1948 Hardee married Martha Prince and moved home to help his parents with their
farming operation. Hardee and his wife continued farming as well as engaged in the commercial egg business. A few years later (1956), Hardee went to work with FCX Farm Supply
(now Goldkist) in Loris as assistant manager and continued to do some part-time farming
and commercial egg production.
In 1960 he became co-manager of an office in Loris for Allied Security Insurance Company, where he worked for three years as managing agent.
Hardee Manufacturing Co. burned in April 1963. Since there had been a good deal of
discussion between Hardee and his brother about coming into business with them, Hardee
felt this was the time his services could be used. He then went to work with his brother,
Eldred Hardee, and his partner, Cecil Gause. The three of them were stockholders in the company. For 22 years, Hoyt Hardee was business manager, stockholder and corporate secretary and
treasure for Hardee Manufacturing Co., then in October, 1985, he retired, selling his interest
back to his brother.
Hardee joined Mayfield, Taylor and Shealy Insurance Agency out of Columbia in 1986 .
He is Vice President of the Coastal Plains Region of MT&S . He is in charge of their commercial, property and casualty insurance as well as bonds and risk management in this area.
Hardee has been active through the years, serving several terms as deacon of his church,
First Baptist, Loris. He has also taught Youth Sunday School for 25 years and is now chairman of the finance committee and serves on the new building committee. He served on the
Loris High School Advisory Board of Trustees for 10 years, on the Horry County Industrial
Council as president and vice president and was a member about 15 years. He has been on
the Loris Community Hospital Board of Commissioners for 3 years. He is past president of
the Lions Club and a member for 20 years. For the last 5 years he has served as commissioner for the Horry Soil and Water Conservation District. He has continued to farm
throughout the years. Hardee is one of the 14 organizers of the new proposed Horry County
State Bank, which will make the third bank, along with a Savings and Loan, in Loris.
Hardee thinks the progress the town has made is all for the better. "You don't see
many towns this size that are neat and prosperous," he says. "The downtown area is well93

kept. It is a pretty, little town, especially in the springtime. I'm very proud of the town
because there are fine business people here, a good school system, a very fine hospital and a
growing area with industry. If outside people come in and live here two or three years, it's
rather hard for them to leave. We have a fine community .
"We have many things to offer here . We are only 20 miles from the Grand Strand, the
land is very good for farming. The agricultural income from farm-tobacco has declined but I
feel that it is stabilizing. The county has great schools, with Loris arid Green Sea-Floyds
areas getting new high school buildings ."
Both of the Hardee daughters are teachers. Janice teaches special education at Irmo, in
Lexington County, and Edwina teaches third grade at Myrtle Beach Elementary School in
Horry County.

ROY 1. HARDEE, SR.
Roy L. Hardee, Sr., though he was born to a farming
family, decided he would find other work to do when he was
quite young. He is the son of George W. and Annie Norris
Hardee and was born Nov. 1, 1898. While he was still in
high school, he made ice cream to sell on the streets of Loris .
He tried banking briefly, but his career ended after three
days . Although he farmed most of the year, he worked in
the warehouses during the season.
His first real job off the farm was with W.J. Hughes
who owned the Loris Drug Store when it was located in the
building which is now the Loris Fashion Center. Not long
after he worked in the old Gate City Cash Store, owned by
E.L. Smith and others . Eventually he bought Smith's interest
and, with his partner, W .D . "Bill" Graham, renamed it the Loris Cash Store . When the old
McNabb store across the street became vacant, they moved the business there. The business
sold everything from school books to feed to cloth and groceries . He wanted to return to
farming after a while and did, but found it no easier than it had been before. For a while
he tried his luck in Spartanburg and at Stephens before he returned to Loris and the Loris
Cash Store, then owned by Dan W. Hardwick and Mack Spivey.
When they wished to get out of the business, Hardee bought it . He survived the
Depression, during which he married Stella Fowler, May 6, 1934. They had two sons, Roy
Lee, Jr. and Donald, both of whom make homes in Loris.
The Loris Cash Store abandoned the old wooden building in 1945 for a new brick
building which eventually became Hardee's IGA about 1964. This modern grocery store is
managed now by his son and namesake.
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CLIFFORD HUGH HARDWICK
"Friend of the Farmer"

"Mr. Cliff', as he was affectionately known by the
farmers of Horry County, was born in Horry County in 1894,
. the son of Nathan E. Hardwick and Rebecca Reaves Hardwick. As a young man he learned about farming by working
with his father. He also learned about surveying land from
his father and assisted him in surveying and later was an accomplished surveyor himself.
1

Always interested in the progress of Horry County, he
served as Chairman of the County Board of Commissioners
from 1937-41. During this time he did much to improve the
rural roads of the County.
His knowledge of local crops and farming was of much
value to him as he pursued a business career as a highly respected tobacco warehouseman.
He first purchased the fourth warehouse that operated in Loris from the Coops after they
failed to make a success of it. He operated the Farmers Warehouse several years and later it
was sold to another group. Hardwick built the fifth warehouse in Loris and it was operated
under the name of the Loris Warehouse. This one burned at a financial loss in 1947. The
sixth warehouse was built by Hardwick and operated by him, a man named Mitchell, and
George C. Butler. It was later sold to Harry C. Lewis. The Brick Warehouse was then built
as the seventh warehouse in Loris and was operated by Hardwick and King Walden. This
was the last warehouse to be operated by him and was sold because of his death.
For many years Hardwick also provided an outlet for local produce before The Farmers
Market was established, thus showing his interest in the farmers' welfare. In 1948 he was
elected to serve his county in the S.C. House of Representatives. He was unable to complete
his term because of ill health.
Hardwick married Odie Harrelson of Green Sea. Their two children are Jack and Rebecca. Mrs. Hardwick died in 1938 at the age of 47. He later married DeRotha Hughes Hardwick of Tabor City, NC, in 1949. Both Cliff Hardwick and DeRotha Hughes Hardwick died
in 1968.
Rebecca Hardwick married Charles McQueen and they reside in Loris. They have two
daughters, Cheryl and Julie. Jack Hardwick resides in Colorado Springs.
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DANIEL WEBSTER HARDWICK
The first Loris bank, the first Loris warehouse, the Loris
hardware store, and a Loris funeral home were products of
Daniel Webster Hardwick. For over 65 years he was a
businessman active in almost every large civic development in
Loris. Tales of this early development in and around Loris
fascinated his grandchildren and others who sought information about Loris.
Even before his 65 years of business, he observed its
growth. The first wood-burning locomotive came through
town when he was five. The first street in Loris was a trail
that his family and other residents took to the Waccamaw
River. He rode with his parents, Nathan Everette and
Carolina Rebecca Reaves Hardwick, to the beach in a wagon
train, camped on the dunes, and fished in the surf. He could tell tales of cooking molasses,
logging and pine tar, and working the farm with a mule.
Born on October 14, 1881 on a farm two miles east of Loris at Hickman's Crossroads,
he grew up to attend a Savannah, Ga. business school, Draughon Business College. After
serving as assistant postmaster, he started a fertilizer dealership with James Hugh Bryant, his
future father-in-law. He formed his own fertilizer business, Hardwick Fertilizer Company,
Inc., in 1925 and was cited in 1957 as the oldest fertilizer dealer in the nation.
In 1903 nine known stockholders of the Loris Tobacco Warehouse Company, Inc. built
tpe first tobacco warehouse in Loris and the second in Horry County. The nine stockholders
were J.C. Bryant, President; P.C. Prince, Vice-President; Dan W. Hardwick, Secretary and
Treasurer; Doc D. Harrelson; Y.P. McQueen; D.A. Spivey; Jim King; N.E. Hardwick; and
Sims Harrelson. In the first year, about 1, 000, 000 pounds were sole at an average of less
than 6¢ per pound. Bryant financed the market by having Spivey, cashier at the bank in
Conway express money on the afternoon train and Harrelson then cashed checks in a cage in
Bryant's store. Later P.R. Casey bought out all of the stockholders. Eventually the warehouse
was destroyed by fire.
In 1906, the Standard Warehouse Company was started by J.C. Bryant, N.E . Hardwick
and Dan W. Hardwick. During construction it was sold to Thomas E. Cooper and his
associates.
The Bank of Loris was formed in 1908 by Hardwick and Tom Cooper. The cage in
Bryant's store that was opened five years earlier to cash checks of tobacco farmers selling on
the Loris tobacco market led to the formation of the bank. In 1919, Farmers Bank was
chartered by Dan W. Hardwick, President; Charles D. Prince, Vice-President and Cashier;
A.]. Mishoe, Director; and O.E. Hickman, Vice-President. The initial capitalization was
$10,000. The bank kept its doors open during the depression and was sold in 1947 to B.B.
Anderson, E.L. Anderson, and B.K. Stabler.
Dan W. Hardwick participated in the formation of People's Hardware and Hardwick
Funeral Home with his brother, Jennings. Jennings Hardwick and his family later bought
out Dan Hardwick's interests in these enterprises.
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As a pillar of his community with a dedication to fairness in business, people gravitated
to him for advice and leaned on him for civic guidance. Hardwick served two terms on City
Council. Before 1920, he was a member of the Horry County Board of Commissioners and
in the mid 1930s he became a member of the first Horry County Tobacco Board. A believer
in public education for all people, he served as a school trustee for 40 years.
His social and civic memberships included the Lions Club, Green Sea Lodge No. 205,
AFM, the Knights of Honor, an insurance society, and the Junior Order of United
American Mechanics. He and his wife were members of the Loris Methodist Church.
Married to Eva Mae Bryant, who died in 1946, he had two sons, Daniel Webster Hardwick, Jr. and Nathan Everette Hardwick, Jr. Dan, Jr. never married. Nathan, Jr., who died
in 1946, married Nell Louise Winesette and had three grandchildren, Danya Webb Hardwick, Nathan Everette Hardwick, III, and Susan Hardwick. Several years after the death of
his wife, Mae, and son, Nathan, he made his home with his grandchildren and his
daughter-in-law, Nell Hardwick Stanley and her husband, Thomas Wayne Stanley. Danya
married James Homer Yon, Jr. and has two children, James Hardwick Yon and Thomas
Webser Yon. Nathan, III, married Linda Ann Rankin and has three children, Nathan
Everette Hardwick, IV, Natalie Nell Hardwick and Alexander Ashley Hardwick. Susan married Francis Burt Fitch, III, and has one child, Daniel Burt Fitch .
Daniel Webster Hardwick died November 30, 1963.
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NATIIAN C.
HARDWICK, SR.
Nathan E. Hardwick was
prominent when what is now
Main Street and Highway 9
Business was a trail leading to
the Waccamaw River. His
home was located two miles
east of Loris at what is today
known as Hardwick's
Crossroads. The home was
always open to travelers seeking accommodation while on
their way to or from the river
or beach in their covered
wagons.
In 1884 Mr. Hardwick
was a Federal Election Commissioner for Loris. In 1900 he
was a state and county election
manager serving together with
Y.P. McQueen and H.H .
Burroughs.
Mr. Hardwick helped to
establish the first tobacco warehouse in Loris in 1903 and was a stockholder. In 1906 he
helped to establish the second warehouse. In 1922 he helped to establish Peoples Hardware
and Funeral Home. At one time he had a turpentine business. He was best known,
however, as a surveyor. A great number of maps recorded in Loris carry the signature N.E.
Hardwick, Surveyor.
The Horry County News said in 1937: "Mr. Nathan E. Hardwick of Loris is one of the
county's oldest esteemed citizens. Mr. Hardwick recently had a birthday reunion celebrating
his 86th birthday. All of his seven children were present for the occasion . Their names are
as follows: Mrs. Florence Gore, Mrs. Mary Cox, Mrs. Ruth Rhodes of Estill, Dan W . Hardwick, Perley L. Hardwick, Clifford Hardwick and Jennings W . Hardwick.
Mr. Hardwick is one of the few citizens living who can relate the story of the advancement and progress of Loris from the time the present Loris was nothing but a desolate forest
of pines."
The epitaph on the gravestone in Patterson Cemetery in Loris reads:
Family of Nathan E. Hardwick
A Life Like Theirs
Has left a Record
Sweet for the Memory to Dwell Upon
Rebecca Reaves Hardwick
Nathan Everette Hardwick
1861 - 1941

plot.

1851 - 1937

The seven children who were at his birthday party are buried around him in the family
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DAVIS OSCAR HENIFORD, SR.
Davis Oscar Heniford was born July 7, 1895, according
to most records, but it may have been 1894, in a house
about a block and a half east of the main intersection in
Loris . He was the son of William Ferney and Cenia Ann
Williams Heniford.
His mother died of childbirth complications when he
was four days old and he was sheltered with Ferney's brother
"Fate" and sisters Missouri, Mary and Nora at the homeplace
in the Live Oak section near Loris. His father went to
Georgia to work in the turpentine industry and was killed in
an accident there when the little boy was about four .
Davis Heniford attended school in Loris through the
grades available at the time and then went to his mother's
brother, Lewis Williams, in Georgia and attended Norman Park Institute. From there he
went to Richmond to attend the Medical College of Virginia in pharmacy. When World
War I came he volunteered in Virginia and was assigned to the Sixth Evacuation Hospital,
serving overseas until late 1919.
Heniford returned to medical school and graduated in pharmacy in 1922. After
spending some time in the Virginia mountains, he came to Loris to operate the Loris Drug
Store. He had married Katherine W. Hammack of Richmond and their first home was in
the old Prince Hotel close to his business .
Davis Heniford was active in the Loris Baptist Church, in the Green Sea Lodge No.
205, A.F.M., in the Civitan Club, the American Legion, and in civic affairs generally. In
the 1930s he began to sell life insurance for the Jefferson Standard of Greensboro and
became one of its top producers. Eventually he sold the Loris Drug Store to A.L. Moir of
Fayetteville and established a general insurance office, Heniford and Freeman, with O.D.
Freeman. In addition he managed his farming interests. During World War II he did the
thankless task of serving on the local OPA rationing board.
Katherine Hammack Heniford died of cancer in 1945 and is buried at Princeville. Their
children are Catherine Heniford Lewis, Davis Heniford, Jr., and Lewis W. Heniford. In
1946 he married Katherine Smith Clark, a teacher, who brought him another daughter,
Kathy Clark Lewis.
In 1950 he became a general agent for Franklin Life and the Heniford and Freeman Insurance Agency was discontinued. The association with Franklin Life continued until his
death, May 6, 1965.
Davis Heniford was an avid quail hunter and fisherman. His sons tell a story about his
shooting a runaway turkey that had flown to the top of a warehouse. Using a .22 rifle he
drilled it neatly through the head "so as not to spoil the meat." He liked to travel and did,
especially toward the end of his life. He frequently talked about the changes which had
marked his lifetime -- automobiles, planes, radio, television, and more -- with regret that
he would miss the things which would come later. He never stopped learning and was
always interested in experimenting with different ways of doing things. A modest, quiet
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man of few words, he never sought public office, but frequently served on committees and
commissions with specific tasks to perform. He played a role in many undertakings which
helped Loris change and grow over nearly half a century.
Rod Sparrow, editor of the Lons Sentinel, wrote of him at the time of his death :
We counted Doc a true friend . He was a French Roll of a man -- crusty -- but
beneath that crustiness there was a warmness and softness that endeared him to
us . Doc was a man of tenderness; a man of insight and understanding; a man who
felt deeply; a man who cared, not only about individuals, but about the community and the nation . He shunned publicity, consequently few know of the
yoeman service he performed in the campaign to raise funds to build Coastal
Carolina Center, or of the work he did to encourage farmers to diversify their
crops and to utilize the Horry County Farmers Market. Getting to know Doc
Heniford was one of the bright spots of our living in Loris .

DAVIS HENIFORD, JR.
Davis Heniford,Jr., was born in Richmond, VA, on Nov. 14, 1926, the son of Davis
Oscar and Katherine Wright Hammack Heniford. He has one sister, Catherine Lewis of
Conway; a stepsister, Kathy Clark Lewis of Columbia; and a brother, Lewis W . Heniford of
Carmel, CA. Heniford graduated from Loris High School in 1943 , served in the U.S. Navy,
1943-45, and graduated from Clemson University with the B.S. degree in 1950.
He purchased Green's Fuel in Loris, changed the name to LP Gas Corporation , and expanded it by opening offices in Dillon , Marion and Conway. After selling it to a North
Carolina group, he became a real estate broker and land developer. He is owner and president of the McDowell Corporation of Loris . In addition , he is chairman of the board of
Sandhills Bank and a founder and member of the board of 1st Atlantic Bank. He also has
an interest in automobile dealerships .
Heniford is an avid sports fan and has been active in the Loris Booster Club. He was
responsible for the gift of Heniford Field to the Town of Loris.
As chairman of the Horry County Airport Commission from 1968-82, Heniford helped
in the development of a modern jetport for Horry County and for the improvement of Twin
Cities Airport and other airports in Conway and North Myrtle Beach.
In 1982 he was named the member of the State Highway and Public Transportation
Commission for the 15th District (Horry and Georgetown Counties) . After his regular four
year term Gov. Dick Riley appointed him to serve another year because of the important
work being done to secure adequate highways for Horry County.
He is married to Althea Todd Williamson Heniford, daughter of Kelly C. and Audrey
Horne Todd, and they have seven children: Julie Lowry of Spartanburg, a Limestone College graduate and mother of two; Darra Cothran, graduate of Clemson University and the
University of South Carolina Law School , who practices law in Columbia and is the mother
of two daughters; William Williamson of Holden Beach, a member of the Town Council
there, who has one son; Mark Heniford of North Myrtle Beach, a Clemson University
graduate; Drake Davis Heniford, a student at Clemson; Todd Heniford of Charleston, a
Clemson graduate and student at the Medical University of South Carolina; and Holly
Heniford of North Myrtle Beach, a graduate of Atlanta Institute of Art.
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MITCHELLE BELLAMY HICKMAN
She was called "Sugar Heels" until she was old enough
to start to school, so she named herself Sidney for her father,
John Sidney Hickman and Mitchelle for a riverboat that frequented the area where she was born at Wortham's Ferry, a
few miles from Little River, in 1908. "I was the fourth child
and I guess they just forgot to name me," said Mrs. Sam
Hickman.
Sidney Mitchelle Bellamy Hickman was the last of four
) and
children born to her parents, John Sidney (1876Eva Mae Hardee Bellamy (1881). Her two brothers,
John Clyde (1899) and Andrew Claude (1901) are now
' deceased and her sister Eva Mae Bellamy Fennell (1904), now
lives at the Methodist Home in Orangeburg.
Mrs. Hickman's grandparents, Lucien (1853) and Sara Lee (1851), were the parents of
nine boys (one girl died at birth), and they were farmers in the Longs area. J. Sid Bellamy
was a merchant with Hal Buck's General Merchandise Store in Conway before moving to
Wortham's Ferry. In his store there he sold everything from fertilizer to ladies' hosiery. He
was also licensed to operate boats and tugs from Wortham's Ferry to Conway.
Later Sid Bellamy moved with his family to the thriving little town of Loris and
operated Bellamy's General Store in the block where the National Bank of South Carolina is
now located.
Before moving to Loris Mitchelle attended grammar school at Pumpkin Center and she
remembers Jeff Long was the teacher. "We had to walk a mile and a quarter to school, except when it rained or snowed. Then we got to ride in the Dort car. Of course, we called it
"Darned Old Rattletrap". Loris teachers whom Mrs. Hickman recalled were Mr. and Mrs.
M.J. Bullock, Mrs. Ruth Halfacre Hughes and Miss Margaret Fitzhugh.
"On August 22, 1927, I was married to Sam Hickman (1906), son of Dorcas Ann
Stanley and William Davis Hickman. For many years Sam worked with the Federal Land
Bank and we lived in Anderson, Greenwood, Mullins and Athens, GA. Our two children,
Sidney Ann and Hannah, were both reared in Loris and are graduates of Winthrop
College."
Mrs. Hickman was librarian at the Loris Branch Library for almost a decade, retiring in
1971 after there was positive evidence that a new Loris Library building would be constructed. She enjoyed her association with the patrons and encouraged the use of the library
and its facilities. Her work showed her dedication to the youth, the elderly, the
sophisticated reader, and the less-learned reader.
Both of Mrs. Hickman's children married local men. Sidney Ann is the wife of James
Russell Gore Oimmy), son of the late Kermit Gore and Florine Gore Whittington of Loris.
Jimmy is a dentist in Greenville. They had four children, including twins, one of whom is
deceased. Hannah is married to Donald Hardee, son of Roy Lee Hardee, Sr. They have
three children.
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Over the years Mrs. Hickman and her late husband, Sam, contributed in many ways to
their church, the First Presbyterian Church of Loris. For recreation today she enjoys working
in the yard with her flowers and plays bridge twice a week with friends .

SAMUEL DAVIS JDCKMAN
On September 23, 1906, Samuel Davis Hickman was born to Dorcas Ann Stanaland
and William Davis Hickman. He had one older brother, Poe, and one older sister, Alston.
The family farm was near Glendale community, a few mils north of Loris. Sam rode to Loris
with his brother and sister in a buggy pulled by a mule to attend school. He graduated
from Loris High School in 1925.
On August 22, 1927, he married Sidney Mitchelle Bellamy and worked for his fatherin-law, John Sidney Bellamy, at Peoples Grocery Store for the next few years. He and his
brother, Poe, also worked together about this time .
In 1934 a daughter, Sidney Anne, was born. Shortly afterward he was employed by
Federal Land Bank and worked for this institution until 1945. A second daughter, Hannah,
was born in 1939. During these years job transfers carried the family to Cheraw, Greenwood, Athens (GA), Anderson and Mullins.
In 1945 the family moved back home to Loris. Sam then worked for a time with
Farmers Bank. In the summer of 1946 Loris Wood Products was organized and opened.
Hickman was Secretary-Treasurer and part-owner. The other partners were Needham
Causey and B.T. Ragan . This furniture plant, the first manufacturing plant in the Loris
area, employed approximately fifty men and was in operation from 1946 until the early
1960s.
Sam Hickman loved Loris and was always a part of its activities and progress. He was a
member of the Loris Civitan Club, a Mason, and an elder in the First Presbyterian Church
of Loris, which he helped to establish. He served on the Loris High School Board of
Trustees for several years in the late 1940s and early 1950s. He was a member of the Horry
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County Board of Commissioners and did much toward establishing an adequate road system
for upper Horry County. He also served on a committee of the Civitan Club appointed to
research the feasibility of building a hospital in Loris.
Hickman died on Oct . 28 , 1969 , at the age of sixty-three .

J.C. HIPP
J.C. Hipp, son of Robert Lee and Clara Nichols Hipp,
was born and reared in Saluda County. He graduated from
Newberry College in 1940 with an A.B. degree in Political
Science and Social Studies. His college training prepared him
to teach ; therefore , he taught and coached in Florence County
for one term and was beginning his second year when he was
called into the Army in 1942.
Hipp served four years of active duty in Africa, Sicily,
France, and Germany. He landed with the Rangers H-Hour
D-Day on Omaha Beach. During his years in service, he was
given a Battle-Field Commission by the U.S. Army , received
the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Clusters, the Silver Star, a
Presidential Unit Citation, and the Good Conduct Medal.
The French Government honored him by presenting him the Croix de Guerre .
A telegram Hipp received from the superintendent of schools where he taught after
graduating from college, resulted in a career in the furniture business. Upon his return from
overseas in September of 1945, this telegram offered him a job managing a new 6,000 square
foot Carolina Furniture Company being built in Loris .
Hipp said, "I shall never forget the first time I came to Loris. That was 42 years ago and
the town was much smaller than it is today, but I saw potential here. The years have proven
me right." This trip led to his moving to Loris in August of 1946, and he has been an active
citizen of the community since then. He opened the Carolina Furniture Company on October
2, 1946.
"One of my pleasant memories in the early years of my business was my relationship
with Grace and Alvie Sawyer, who operated a gas station next door. Mr. Sawyer sold me his
property in 1964, and this gave us room to add 12,800 square feet of space to the original
building in 1966," said Hipp.
Carolina Furniture Company opened with 6,000 square feet of space and four
employees. The business has grown until today there are 23, 160 square feet of space in the
main building and 4,500 square feet of warehouse space on an adjoining lot. There are nine
employees today.
Hipp began his retail furniture career as manager of a store owned by John and W .B.
Galloway of Hemingway, S.C., and Jule Hancock of Bishopville, S.C. Today, he and his
wife, Edith B. Hipp, own the store.
In his interview, he was asked, "To what do you attribute your success?" His response, was,
"Hard work, fair play, and high moral standards used in our efforts to supply customers with
the best quality merchandise and service possible at a price they could afford."
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Not only has Hipp worked hard in his local business, but he has been very active in the
Southern Home Furnishings Association and the National Home Furnishings Association.
He served on the Board of Director's of the Southern Home Furnishings Association for 25
years, was Vice-President for th.tee years and was elected President in 1975. Since 1976, he
has served on the Advisory Council of this Association. On the national level he served on
the Board of Directors of National Home Furnishings Association for two years.
On May 8, 1978, Hipp was awarded the prestigious Willis Award of Merit, a silver
punch bowl, ladle, and tray. This award is presented annually to the furniture retailer in
the Southern Home Furnishings Association area who has been judged by his peers to have
done the most for his community, his industry, and his God.
In addition to being active in his career, Hipp has given of his time and talents to his
Lord. He is a member of the Loris United Methodist Church where today he shares the
responsibility of teaching his Sunday School Class, serves as Chairman of the Council on
Ministries, and is a member of the Administrative Board. In the past he served his church as
lay leader for four years, has been Chairman of the Administrative Board, has served as
Chairman of the Church's Commission on Evangelism, has been President of Methodist
Men, and has served as a delegate to Annual Conference for many years.
On the District and Conference (State) level of his church, Hipp has made contributions. He served as Marion District Lay Leader for six years; and for the past six years, he has
served as Conference Chairman of Lay Speaking. He is a certified lay speaker in the South
Carolina Conference of the Methodist Church and has spoken in many churches across the
State.
Every four years the Methodist Church holds a Jurisdictional and a General Conference.
These Conferences form the law-making body of the World-Wide and Jurisdictional United
Methodist Churches. He has been a delegate to the Jurisdictional Conference six times and
to the General Conference twice.
Hipp has made many contributions to his community. He was a member and past
president of the Loris Merchant's Association and has been a member of the Chamber of
Commerce since its formation. For ten of the twelve years that he served on the Loris High
School Advisory Board of Trustees, he was Chairman of the Board. He served as a member
of the Board of Directors of the Horry County National Bank for 23 years and currently is
serving as a member of the Board of Directors of the Southern National Bank of South
Carolina. He was a member of the local Lions Club for 30 years and served as President for
one term. For five years, he was a member of the United Way Committee and served as
Chairman of the Loris area fund-raising project for two years .
Other contributions to his community include: serving as a member of the Loris
Industrial Developers, serving four years on the Horry County Industrial Development,
Planning, and Tourism Commission, and serving 33 years on the Horry County Higher
Education Commission - serving as Chairman two years. He was one of the founders of
Coastal Carolina College.
As a member of the Loris Industrial Development Board, he and other members of the
board traveled to New York to encourage Marlene Industries to locate in Loris . They assisted
in making the purchase of the land on which Talon was constructed and played a part in
Talon's choice to locate here.
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When asked "Who are some of the persons that you consider responsible for making
Loris what it is today?" Hipp replied, "There are many persons who have made big contributions to the growth and development of the town and community. Without time to
think about this, I can't name all who should be named, but those who come to my mind
right now are: Eldred E. Prince, James Blanton, S.F. Horton, Harry Lewis, O.D. Freeman,
Rod Sparrow, Harvey Graham, James P. Stevens, and Singleton Bailey.
Hipp married Edith Bedenbaugh of Prosperity, who is presently a retired teacher and
counselor. The Hipps have two children, Chester Hipp who serves as manager of Carolina
Furniture Company and Carol Rahmani who earned a Doctorate at North Carolina State
University and is coordinator of Psychological Services for the Wake County Public School
System, Raleigh, N.C.

CHARLES E. HODGES
Horry County has many assets, including the economic
asset of the tourism industry and the educational asset of the
technical community college system, one campus of which is
ponance of these two assets, which at the time were unlauded, was Charles E. Hodges, the area's State Representative
from 1969 until his death in 1982.
Hodges dedicated a significant portion of his public life
to these two issues and worked hard for the development of
tourism, knowing that it would also benefit the State. He
also worked hard for the establishment of an outstanding
technical community college system, campus of which is
Horry-Georgetown Technical College in Conway.
As a State Legislator, Hodges was a member of the
Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commission and on the Ways
and Means Committee. He also chaired the Joint Legislative
Committee on Tourism and Trade and the Joint Bond
Review Committee. As an active businessman, he was heavily involved in the development
of the local economy. He headed his own real estate and development firm and served on a
number of local boards. In addition, he was the chairman of the board of Anchor Bank of
Myrtle Beach.
Hodges was such a significant figure in the community and worked so hard for his constituents that the local community college, Horry-Georgetown Technical College, recently
dedicated a $2.8 million, 26,000 square foot tourism education complex in his memory.
The Charles E. Hodges Tourism Education/Resource Center is now the statewide technical
community college resource center for tourism education.
A fellow General Assemblyman once said that if he had to name the top five legislators
of the time, Charles Hodges would have been one of the first four. It was common
knowledge among his fellow lawmakers that few people had as thorough a grasp of the state
budget as Representative Hodges had. Consequently, his impact on the state, particularly
through tourism and technical education, will be felt for generations to come. He is truly
one of Loris' outstanding citizens.
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Charles was born April 2, 1931. He was married to the former Patty Nobles and they
have three children - Charles Joseph, Charissa Dean and Ruby. He was a graduate of Tabor
City High School in 1949 and graduated from Kings Business College in 1951.
His civic activities included Woodmen of the World, National and South Carolina
Retail Grocermen Associations, Green Sea Lodge, 205 Ancient Free Masons, 32nd Degree
Scottish Rite Mason, Shriner, and American Legion Post NO. 41.

S.F. HORTON, SR.
S.F. Horton, Sr. was born in Jefferson, SC, on June 5,
1911, and is one of nine (9) children born to Ethel Gregory
Horton and Lewis S. Horton, Sr. His formal education was in
the public schools of Jefferson and he received a B.S. Degree
from Clemson College (as did 3 of his 4 brothers) in 1932,
obtaining a double major in Animal Husbandry and
Agricultural Education.
After graduation, he taught agriculture at Greeleyville
one year before moving to Loris as an agriculture teacher in
1933. As a teacher, he won the confidence of the students and
the parents of those he taught. He encouraged farmers in the
area to adopt progressive farming techniques including
utilization of certified seed (instead of seed saved from their
prior year's crop) and rotation of crops and proper fertilization (which resulted in significant
increases in production) . Farmers, as a result of his advocacy, acquired some ot the tmt
good-blooded dairy stock which he introduced into the county. Horton stressed the importance of good nutrition and encouraged canning and preserving of vegetables, pork and
beef in order to provide proper nutrition the year round . These methods made a meaningful improvement in the life of the small farmer and were given even additional emphasis
during the years of World War II. Although employed as a fertilizer salesman for the Reed
Phosphate Company for a couple ,of years, he taught agriculture at Loris for a total of 12
years, and was selected Master-Teacher of the Pee Dee area of South Carolina in 1942 .
In 1946 Horton went into the farm supply business with H.C. Lewis and was a partner
until 1954 when he became the sole owner of Lewis-Horton Supply Company, which he
operated for another 21 years. During this time he was a certified seed grower and dealer.
In this capacity he was the first person in the state to install a spiral separator which removed trash, immature seds and other types of seeds from the variety of seed being processed . As a result, practically every processing plant in South Carolina is now equipped with
this type of apparatus . His business activities also included an interest in the Lewis Tobacco
Warehouse and Carolina Manufacturing Corporation of Fair Bluff, NC (a fertilizer mixing
plant). He served as a director of the South Carolina Foundation Seed Association for many
years and at present is a director of the South Carolina Crop Improvement Association on
which he has served for many years. These associations are operated under the auspices of
Clemson University . In 1972 he served as president of the South Carolina Seedman's
Association.
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As a farmer and a businessman, he has remained abreast of the developing agricultural
practices and has always been available to counsel and advise the farmers of the area on
agricultural and other matters. Probably one of his greatest satisfactions is that his former
students still seek his advice. He remains active in agriculture, raising tobacco, soybeans and
small grain on his farm.
Horton has been a member of the Loris Masonic Lodge No. 205 for 50 consecutive
years, and has served in many elected offices during that time including the office of Lodge
Master and District Deputy Grand Master of the 29th District (1969-1970). He is a charter
member of the Loris Civitan Club which was organized in 1938 and has been an active
member since that time, serving in many offices including that of president in 1942. That
club spearheaded the drive for the establishment of the Loris Community Hospital. Horton
was one of the first five trustees appointed by the legislature and served for 29 consecutive
years on the Loris Community Hospital Board.
Horton was appointed by the Horry County Council to serve a three year term on the
first Horry County Planning Commission, which was established in 1980. Presently he is a
member of the Southern National Bank Board (formerly the Horry County National Bank)
having served as a director for the past 22 years.
S.F. Horton has been an active member of the Loris First Baptist Church for over 50
years, and a member of its men's Sunday School class. During that time he has served
several times on the Board of Deacons and as its chairman for two terms . He also served on
the building committee for the present sanctuary which was constructed in 1952 and
presently serves on the building committee for the fellowship hall to be built. He has also
taught children's Sunday School classes .
Horton was listed in "Who's Who in South Carolina" in 1974, and in 1983 he was one
of five recipients of the Alumni Distinguished Service Award, the highest honor which
Clemson University bestows upon its alumni, its criteria being the recipient's personal life,
professional achievements, community service and loyalty to Clemson.
Horton recalls that when he came to Loris it was not possible to get there on a paved
road; and that he was impressed by the general interest in farming and agriculture. The first
year he taught in Loris, every boy in the 8th grade enrolled in agriculture, and six members
of that first class went on to Clemson to study agriculture. Early memories also include the
extraordinary measures implemented to increase agricultural production during World War
II which included utilization in one week of 57 ,000 ccs of serum in vaccinating hogs against
cholera; mixing enough preservative for curing 50,000 pounds of pork; and mixing fertilizer
to meet the requirements of the soil when none was available commercially in the desired
ratios, in order to stimulate crop production.
Horton feels that M.J. Bullock, who was the Superintendent of Loris Schools when he
came to Loris, made a significant contribution to the community's future in establishing a
strong school system, and is also of the opinion that Robert E. Naugher, who was the first
agriculture teacher at Loris, should receive a lot of credit for the prosperity the community
has enjoyed as a result of his agricultural and educational leadership. Similarly, he feels that
the late Dan Hardwick, as a key supporter of the school systems, business community, and
the area farmers deserves credit for its progress. Horton would also attribute credit for Loris'
development to his late partner, H.C. Lewis, whose assistance meant much to the local
farmers as well as the Loris Methodist Church.
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Finally, he is of the opinion that E.E. Prince is probably one of the community's most
outstanding citizens, and that the community is greatly indebted to him for his leadership
in education (establishment of Coastal Carolina); medical care (establishment of the Loris
Community Hospital); industry (in helping to bring industry to the community); business
(through his guidance of the Horry County National Bank); and the spiritual life of the
community through his stewardship in the First Baptist Church.
In November of 1936, S.F. Horton married Alice Rebecca Cook of Taxahaw, Lancaster
County, who was also a schoolteacher at Loris. They have three children: Dr. S.F. Horton,
Jr., a dentist in West Columbia, Jeannie Horton Locke , a graduate of North Carolina
Wesleyan College, who lives in Rocky Mount, NC, and is active in real estate development;
and Lewis S. Horton, a tax attorney in Mt. Pleasant . Their children have provided them
with eight (8) outstanding grandchildren, whom they cherish .

MRS. RUTH GRAHAM HALFACRE HUGHES
Ruth Graham, born in March 1894, was the fifth of
nine children of John Quincy and Frances "Fannie" Bryant
Graham. She grew up on the farm and graduated from Loris
High School and, in 1914, cum laude from Coker College.
She began at Dothan Academy, a private boarding
school located near the NC-SC line , a teaching career that
lasted fifty years . She recalled making $43 a month. She
married the headmaster, Paul Halfacre in 1916 and traveled
constantly when he worked for a tobacco company. They had
one daughter, Martha, before he died a year later.
Returning to Loris, Ruth Halfacre went to work for the
Loris Bank (later Farmers) as a cashier. She remarried in 1923
and she and Clay Hughes had two children, Henry and
Patricia. Mrs. Hughes returned to teaching and continued as teacher at Loris and Green Sea
School until 1970 when she retired .
Mrs . Hughes was a teacher in the Sunday School at the Methodist Church where she
was a member and helped form the "Good Cheer" class. She was also a member of the Missionary Society and of the American Legion Auxiliary . Now in poor health , Mrs. Hughes is
a resident of the Extended Care Facility.
Ruth Graham Halfacre Hughes on her BOth birthday, 1974.
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NORMAN CURLEY JAMES
I was born August 21, 1906, to William McNeil and
Mollie Spivey James at Trio in Williamsburg County . My
father was employed there as a saw filer and crew foreman
with a lumber company. In 1907 we moved to the Mill
Branch community six miles east of Tabor City (then known
as Mt. Tabor) in Columbus County, NC. My mother had
been reared in that community and my father purchased his
100 acres of land for two dollars per acre.
My father worked as a saw filer and crew foreman with
the Whiteville Lumber Company and walked twelve miles to
work each morning and twelve miles back at night . My
education began October 1, 1912 at Mill Branch Elementary
School, which I attended until January 1, 1916. The school
had one teacher and I completed what was considered the seventh grade.
My education ended when my father sold the Columbus County estate and moved our
family to the place where he was born and reared in the Simpson Creek Township. This
community was later to be known as Mt. Vernon, the name given to the local church and
school. This farm had been bought by my grandfather, Joseph T. James, in the eighteen
hundreds for one dollar per acre. I could not go to high school because I was the oldest
boy in the family and had to plow a forty-five acre farm with a mule.
I was married at nineteen on January 6, 1926 to Cora Thelma Todd, daughter of Harmon Russell and Juliaa Gause Todd. We had two children, Norman Alton , born February
6, 1928, and Veanna, born November 7, 1931. We lived on a farm made up of a small
tract given me from my father's farm and a small tract adjoining it which I bought. This
farm is still my home. My wife died February 11, 1982, and I was remarried August 20,
1982 to Fannie Bruce Arnette Fowler.
Although I was always a farmer, I did other work when possible to be financially able
to educate my children. My earlier work was as a laborer in paving Highway No. 9 between
Loris and Ocean Drive Beach , and as a bridge supervisor (in making repairs and reconstruction) under Henry B. Hardwick, chairman of the Board of County Commissioners.
I was elected a member of the Board of Trustees of Mt. Vernon Elementary School,
District 101, in 1928 when I was 21 years old . I resigned from that position after twenty
years of service . I was elected Executive Committeeman for Mt . Vernon Voting Precinct in
1938 and served in that capacity for 36 years. I was appointed a member of the Horry
County Board of Commissioners by the late Senator Paul Quattlebaum July 1, 1941, and
served a two year term ending July 1, 1943. I served as a civilian air warden during World
War II. I was appointed a notary public in 1938 and still serve in that capacity.
I was appointed a deputy sheriff of Horry County by the late Charles Ernest Sasser on
October 1, 1944, and served in that capacity for eight years , three months and five days, at
which time Sheriff Sasser's term expired. In 1958 I ran for Magistrate of District Five in
Horry County and was elected from a slate of eight candidates, all of whom were fine men.
I was elected and reelected seven times and served a total of eighteen years in that office.
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My interest in the Magistrate's office grew out of my father having held that position tor
several years.
During my service as a deputy sheriff, I was on call twenty-four hours a day and provided my own automobile for a salary of $1800.00 per year. At that time there were only
three paved roads in Horry County, totalling about 200 miles. I had to get a new car about
every twelve to eighteen months.
During my many years of service as deputy sheriff and as magistrate, I realized that the
respect and confidence of the law-abiding citizen and the good will of the violator were the
best insurance I could have . My policy was always ''.Justice to all, and mercy to those who
are due mercy."

WILLIAM H. JOHNSON, M.D.
Dr. William H. Johnson played football at the University
of Maryland, had many adventurous trips to Alaska where he
worked in a gold mine and later a salmon cannery, tried the
business sector of the work field, all before he finally accepted
his true calling. Loris has been the beneficiary of this decision
from the services of this general practitioner.
A Florence County native, Dr. Johnson is descended from
a long line of medical doctors on both sides of his family. In
fact, his mother, Julia Steele Johnson, a native of Charleston,
often equipped that she was the daughter of what the family
considered the "black sheep" of the family since he had
become an Episcopal priest rather than a doctor as has his
brothers and grandparents. The grandfather of Julia Steele
Johnson was Dr. William Carroll Steele of Charleston. He was a recipient of a loving cup
given for "Service to Mankind during the Great Epidemic", one given to him by the city of
Charleston and one by the city of Norfolk. There were only twelve recipients of these
beautifully engraved silver cups.
In 1868, Dr. Hezekiah Johnson, grandfather of Dr. Johnson, received his medical
degree and in 1904 Dr. Thomas Chalmers Johnson, father of Dr. Johnson, received his
degree in medicine, both having been earned at the University of South Carolina.
When Dr. Johnson's father, a country doctor in rural Florence County, died at a young
age, the Johnson family moved to Washington, D.C.
Upon graduation from George Washington Medical University and internship at Gallinger, Dr. Johnson had already decided to set up his practice away from the rush of big city
life. So it was that in June 1949, Dr. Johnson, his wife Olive (Olive Delbrugge from Wheeling, WV) and their two little girls, Jan and Kay, set up residence in Loris .
His first office was in a room at the clinic run by the late Dr. W.K. Rogers. It was a
step forward for the people of Loris when Loris Community Hospital became a reality in the
early 50s. There were no specialists -- just dedicated doctors and nurses interested in the
health of the community. In these eariy days Mrs. Geneva Quinn was the Hospital Administrator and Miss Lottie Prince was the Lab Technician. Over the years Loris has appreciated the dedicated nurses who have so ably assisted Dr. Johnson in his office on Casey
110

Street -- Mrs. Geneva Quinn, Mrs. K-atherine Ford Moody (deceased), Mrs. Fay Soles, Mrs.
Ruby Stanley and many others.
Many honors for his professional services have been bestowed on Dr. Johnson. In 1980
the Governor's Committee for the Handicapped chose Dr. Johnson as the Physician of the
Year for the State of South Carolina. Honors of this caliber could be heaped on this quiet,
unassuming man who continues to help his fellowman however he can whether in the field
of medicine or otherwise.
Dr. Johnson still has office hours every day, though he is semi-retired, and he still
fishes and hunts whenever he can. Bill and Olive Johnson have five children: Janet Louise
Johnson, Margaret Kay Johnson Whitlock, Thomas Chalmers (Tommy) Johnson, Billie Lynn
Johnson Little and William Bruce (Biff) Johnson . All of them live in the Loris area except
Kay, whose husband is a doctor in Augusta, GA.

GEORGE W. JONES, JR.
By Wynness Thomas

Does history repeat itself? George W. Jones, Sr. was drafted after graduating from
Western Carolina Teachers College and was sent to Ft. Jackson, during World War I.
George W. Jones, Jr. was drafted while attending Western Carolina Teachers College and
went to Ft. Jackson for basic training during World War II .
George W. Jones, Sr. served throughout World War I and was on the staff of the base
hospital at Camp Jackson. He then joined the state association for teachers and applied for a
job. Ben S. Butler, Chairman of the Board of Trustees at Sweet Home, hired him as principal of that ten-grade school.
Jones, Sr., married Mildred Oxner in 1922. She attended Winthrop College two years,
then finished her education through correspondence courses. In 1925 they bought a farm, two
years after George, Jr., was born, and moved to the Camp Swamp-Buck Creek Community.
George W. Jones, Jr. attended Sweet Home School, where his father taught him in the
seventh grade. Jones graduated from the 11th grade in Loris High School in 1940. (High
school was only eleven grades at that time.) He attended Clemson a year and transferred to
Western Carolina, where he was at the time World War II began.
Jones spent six weeks in England, then went to Belgium on December 1, 1944 . The
Battle of the Bulge was Hitler's last big push. Jones' responsibility as a Battalion Supply
Sergeant was to supply 3,000 men with food, ammunition, clothing, and any other supplies
he could obtain. The fighting became so bad that he and every soldier, including cooks,
were placed on the front line on December 16. Snow was piled high and soldiers were freezing because clothing was inadequate for the severe winter weather. The regular commander,
Col. C.C. Cavander, announced a choice on December 19: "Either you give up or you are
on your own. It is our one regiment against Hitler's sixteen. "
Jones, together with a few friends, using a compass, began walking back toward St.
Vith. Very soon they realized they were completely surrounded by Germans -- no alternative
but to surrender. On a march across Germany, Jones jumped out of rank to pick up a sugar
beet and an S.S. guard shot him in the arm. With his right arm, he cradled his left arm
and after three days was taken to a makeshift German hospital. After four months of near
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starvation, trading his high school ring for a piece of bread and having lost 81 pounds, he
was liberated April 12, 1945. The Americans carried him to a hospital in Paris, where a
friend who finished high school with Jones did not even recognize him. He was discharged
in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 31, 1946.
At that time the post office in Loris had an opening for a substitute clerk. Jones obtained a job in 1946 making $1.04 an hour. After two years he took the Civil Service exam
and made regular clerk.
In 1949 Jones began delivery on Rural Route 3, which was 62 miles. At retirement the
route was 103 miles. There were four routes at that time, one has been added.
During these years many farmers had no car or seldom went to town. Jones provided
services, such as filling prescriptions, buying certain items in town, or taking someone to the
doctor in an emergency. In return, people left vegetables and various other goodies in the
mailbox for him.
Once a patron's flag wasn't up but there was a package in the box, so Jones picked it
up. It was a package of meat. That night he received a call to ask if he had the meat.
"Yes, I do," Jones assured him.
"Well, that was for my tenant," the farmer told him. "If you'll bring it back I'll appreciate it." So Jones carried the meat back immediately.
One day when reaching in the back seat for another bundle of mail (it was in leather
straps), Jones ran into a canal. His Plymouth was damaged, but Jones and the mail managed
to get out of the big dirty ditch without harm.
One of the most unique experiences on the route was the day of Hurricane Hazel.
Former Mayor Cecil Milligan asked Jones if he was going on his route that day since the
hurricane was due to strike. Jones replied that of course he was because the mail must be
delivered. Donald Hardee, a daring young man of 19 whose father owned the post office
building, wanted to ride with Jones that day. The two men had driven nearly all the
62-mile route and were in the Bayboro area when the hurricane hit. Jones drove slowly as
trees fell left and right. When they crept into the Zoan Community, Jones had to stop and
move trees and debris out of the road so that he would get on with the mail delivery. It was
frigh~ening because the wind was picking up the back end of the car.
Jones served on this rural route from 1949 to 1972 when he retired from the post office.
After Harold Hardwick's death in 1968, Jones became a licensed funeral director, and is
still serving in that capacity.
Jones is a past commander of the American Legion Post 41, past Chef de Gare of
Voiture 1316 of the Forty-Eight, past Master of Loris Lodge No. 205, and member of Omar
Shrine. He serves on the Board of Directors of Santee-Cooper and also the Advisory Board
of National Bank of South Carolina. He has been special coordinator of the Veterans Day
Parade, working closely with former high school band Director W.W. Jacobas. During his
tenure of service to his country, Jones was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star. He is
a member and past Deacon of Loris First Baptist Church, a former Cub Scout Master, and
trustee of Loris Elementary School.
Jones was a co-founder in forming the Loris Rescue Squad in 195 7. The Squad was active until the Horry County Emergency Medical Service came into effect. The squad served
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as emergency personnel and ambulance. This year, 1987, the Squad disbanded and gave
their equipment and funds to the Northern Horry County Emergency Medical Service. Some
of the local founders of the original squad were: Thurman W. Boyd, Ed Hickman, W.G.
Fowler, Jr., John Mishoe, Wilber James, Dayton Davis, and Horace Graham.
Jones says our town is growing -- two new industries are doing well, and six businesses
have moved into a new mini-park. People in Loris take pride in the town and where there is
a project, everybody falls in to help.
Jones credits his wife Lois, for being his "mainstay" through the years. They have two
sons, George Tripp Jones, M.D., of Columbia, and Boyd Truett Jones, of Loris, Horry
Telephone Cablevision Supervisor.

LOY BROOKS KAPPS, D.D.S.
Sept. 12, 1920 - March 19, 1983

Loy Brooks Kapps, D.D.S., was a graduate of Loris High
School, Wofford College and the Medical College of Virginia
School of Dentistry. He served an internship in the Department of Exodontia and Oral Surgery. During World War II
and the Korean War, Dr. Kapps served in the Dental Corps
of the U.S. Navy. He opened a dental practice in Loris in
1946 and continued, except for the time he spent in military
service, until health problems forced him to close his office
in 1972. He was president of the Pee Dee Dental Society and
a member of the Pee Dee Health Systems Agency.
In addition to his dental practice Dr. Kapps engaged in
real estate development, including the nine hole Northern
Pines Golf Club.
He was very active in the life of the community and served in many offices in organizations and churches. He was a member of City Council for three terms, president of the
Lions Club and of the LHS Athletic Boosters Club, secretary of the LHS school board, commander of American Legion Post 41, a member of the Horry County Planning Commission,
a teacher and member of the administrative board of Loris United Methodist Church, a
Mason and Shriner, and served on the troop committee of the Boy Scouts. In addition he
was an organizer and charter member of the Carolinas Country Club.
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HARRY C. LEWIS
The history of Loris would not be complete without including Harry Lewis. Though not
a native, no one could have loved Loris more and worked any harder for the surrounding
community and town than did this man.
Harry Lewis, son of Charles Terry Lewis and Adrian Ransom Lewis, was born and reared
in Danville, VA. He was educated in the public schools there . Upon graduation from high
school, he entered the United States Army and served two years in France during World
War I.
Upon his return from overseas, Lewis became a student at Cornell University, but, due
to the depressed economic conditions and the lack of a scholarship, he was not able to complete his academic training.
Shortly after leaving college, he began working in tobacco related jobs. He was a bookkeeper, an office manager, and a buyer and seller of tobacco in various warehouses. He
came to Loris in the early nineteen thirties to operate a warehouse . He was a successful
tobacconist and soon bought the New Deal Tobacco Warehouse from Cliff Hardwick. Later,
he built the Lewis Warehouse in the area of the present Gateway Drug Store. Lewis' hard
work , managerial ability, sound business sense, sincere interest in the farmer's welfare ,
honesty in his business practices, and his willingness to "go the second mile" to help a
customer in need ae responsible for his being a successful warehouseman. These character
attributes brought many farmers from the surrounding areas to Loris and , thus , helped Loris
to grow and prosper.
Lewis was concerned about the needs of the farmers . He knew that some farmers lost
barns of tobacco because they had difficulty getting flues or flue replacement parts for their
barns in emergencies. He met this need by making flues and replacement parts and having
them available when the farmers needed them . This service brought farmers to the Loris
Market who might have gone elsewhere. One July Fourth, a farmer had to have flue
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replacement parts or lose several barns of tobacco. Lewis, with the help of Mrs. Lewis, worked all day to provide this farmer with the flues and parts which he needed.
During the period when he was active as warehouseman, the "one-sale" markets were at
a disadvantage . When he served as President of the Tobacco Board of Trade, he worked
hard to unify the "one-sale" markets. These efforts helped the Loris Market, as well as all
"one-sale" markets.
S.F. Horton began working with Lewis in 1946, and the two formed a 50-50 partnership in 1950 known as the Lewis-Horton Supply Company. The company carried a complete
stock of farm supplies, including fertilizer, tobacco barn flues and replacement parts, hail
insurance, seed, chemicals, tobacco barrels, cotton-seed meal, and fish meal.
Not only was Lewis a successful businessman, he was also a Christian gentleman. No
better evidence for the truth of this statement could be found than the following words of
his step-daughter, Gloria Stuart Blanks. She states, "As a step-daughter, I probably had a
unique perspective on Harry, and I can say unhesitatingly that he turned out to be one of
the three most admired and loved men in my life, ranking with my grandfather and my
husband, Charles. In the home he was always a gentleman. He was honest, honorable, and
steady as a rock. If you deserved it, he was also a very dear friend."
Lewis was a member of Loris United Methodist Church where he served in the following positions : teacher of the Men's Bible Class, chairman of the Administrative Board
several times, Certified Lay Speaker, member of the Fisher's of Men, and chairman of the
Building Committee for the new church building.
In addition to working in his business and church, Lewis was active in community
work. He was a charter member and first president of the Lion's Club, one of the founders
of Horry County National Bank, and worked hard on any project which had as its purpose
the improvement of Loris .
.
Lewis married Minnie Maude Harris of Sanford, NC. She currently lives in Henderson,
NC. The Lewises have three children - Gloria Stuart Lewis Blanks and H .C. (Chuck)
Lewis, Jr. of Henderson, and Ransom (Ranny) Lewis Storey of Winston Salem, NC.
In 1954, Lewis retired from the warehouse and farm supply businesses, but continued
to help out and support the businesses whenever he was needed until he moved to Henderson in1964. Lewis became an active participant in church and community affairs in Henderson and Vance County. He continued making contributions to church and community until
his death in August, 1970.
The body of Harry C. Lewis was brought back to Loris for burial in Patterson
Cemetery.

THE REVEREND MORGAN G. LEWIS
1879 - 1946

The Reverend Morgan G . Lewis was born October 20, 1879 in the Green Sea community of Horry County to Hugh and Cela Beatty Lewis, the youngest of ten children . He
attended the church schools in the area such as the High Hill school and the Old Silent
Grove. Having reached adulthood, he met the charming Lola Mae Floyd, daughter of
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Stephen and Martha]. Floyd , and they were married in November, 1896. They were blessed
with twelve children, nine boys, and thre girls, of which four sons are still living: Johnny D.
Lewis of Elizabethtown, NC, Allard D. Lewis of Mullins, Christopher C. Lewis of
Charleston, and Theodore R. Lewis, Sr. of Loris .
The Rev. Lewis purchased a twenty acre tract of land in Loris during the early 1900s
from the Kingston Lake Baptist Association . He later built their home and resided there until his death in November, 1946. A portion of the land was sold to send two children to college, Edward W. Lewis and Plumer Lewis Green. Both would later return to Loris and teach
in the school system for several years.
Lewis was ordained into the ministry in 1901 by the Kingston Lake Missionary Baptist
Association . He was a lover of Gospel music and of Sunday School. He held the following
positions in Kingston Lake Baptist Association: moderator and vice-moderator, moderator of
the church union, president and vice-president of the Kingston Lake Sunday School Convention . He served on the executive board of the Association until his death. He also served
as pastor of over fifty churches in Horry and neighboring counties, and churches in North
Carolina as far away as Southport, and Bladenboro. In Loris, Rev. Lewis pastored Mt. Rona
Baptist Church and was the founder of the Old Prince Chapel Church and the Mt . Olive
Baptist Church in the Bayboro community and the Mt . Triumph Baptist Church near Conway.
After Lewis died, his widow Mrs. Lola Mae Floyd Lewis, built a new home on a piece
of land her husband purchased earlier, which was on the corner of Lewis and Church Streets ,
and remained there until her death in September, 1956. Having lived there for so many
years the Town of Loris named the street in honor of the family. The old homeplace has
been torn down, but the memories ·still exist , in the hearts of the family, when on
Christmas everyone would gather on the corner to share in the holiday with Grandma, all
the grandchildren and the great-grandchildren .

SOME IIlSTORICAL NOTES OF LONG'S AND 1HE LONG FAMILY
The history of Longs goes back to the 1700s, the original name being Ruth. Great
Grandfather William Long (known to many as "Grand-Pa Long") was one of the first settlers of this community. He was the teacher, preacher, doctor , and everything else to all. He
was also active in the first church in this community, which is today known as Ebenezer
United Methodist Church , a small white frame building built in 1903, one of the oldest in
the state. It's roots go back to the early 1700s when the Bellamy brothers traveled to the
United States and helped start a church in this area. During the next century the well-known
Methodist Missionary, Francis Asbury, came to the area. By that time, the church the Bellamy
brothers helped start had fallen down and another had been built in its place.
Members came from a distance, and because it was more difficult to travel, a church
built of logs was begun in the Buck Creek community. Grand-Pa Long traveled by foot and
held services at one church in the morning and the other in the afternoon. Today there
stands a modern brick church with a thriving education department, and a three bedroom
brick pastorium, known as Buck Creek Baptist Church on or near the original site. Unlike
today, preachers were paid on the barter system, compensation often came in the form of
food, lodging, shoes and so on. ,
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The first schoolhouse in this section was built in the 1880s and was known as Ebenezer
School. A small, one-room building of handhewn lumber was put together with pegs.
There were only two windows. There being no way to heat the building, the school had
vacation in the winter months. School sessions were only six weeks long.
There were many families in this area named Long and they were all related. These
facts are probably the reason the name was later changed to Longs as William Lewis Long, a
son of Grand-Pa Long, became the first official postmaster in 1898. Born July 25 , 1872, he
was known far and wide as "Mr. Willie". He was the patriarch of the community during his
lifetime. He operated the first and only sawmill, planing mill, cotton mill and grist mill.
Most of the homes, churches, schools and stores were built with lumber sawed at the Longs
mill. Mr. Willie received a teacher's certificate at the age of 18 and taught at Ebenezer
school and many others. At the age of 19, he built his home of fat lightwood for $40.00.
Being the first postmaster, he opened the Longs Post Office in the corner of his General
Merchandise Store and kept it for twenty years. Continuing the tradition, he turned it over
to his brother, ]. Hiram Long, who kept it for many years until his retirement. It remained
in the Long family until the 1950s. Today it serves the area along with two rural routes
covering approximately 70 miles.
Mr. Willie was also a notary public from the day in 1900 when Ben R. Tillman revoked
all commissions and issued new ones. At that time he succeeded his father in the post and
performed over five hundred marriages. He was a wonderful teller of tales, dredging up
from his rich storehouse of memories enlightening details of years gone by. One of his
favorite topics was the changing economy of Horry County, which he saw emerge from the
rough days of the Confederate War, go into profitable cotton production, abandon that for
timber and turpentine and finally turn to the one-crop economy of tobacco .
Mr. Willie married the former Emma Gore , who died July 16, 1935 . To this union
were born three sons and two daughters . Surviving are one daughter , Margaret Long
Thomas, and one son, Norwood William Long. Both are retired and reside in Longs.
In the early 1900s, there were no paved roads in this area. The now four-lane Highway
9 was only a dirt path all the way to the beach. It became Number 9 in 1930.
In 1925, Charles Allison Thomas , born and reared in Bennettsville, was working with
his brother, who was Supt. of the Highway Dept. in Marlboro County. Since regulations
did not permit relatives to work together, the District Superintendent asked Thomas to
transfer to Horry County for a period of six weeks. He agreed to come and his tenure began
Jan . 3, 1928. The territory he was to maintain started at Green Sea, and extended to
Nixon's Crossroads. He began his operation with one dump truck without a cab , and three
employees . At the time of his retirement in 1971 , he was chief maintenance foreman with
25 employees; and equipment consisting of all modern road machines - dragline ,
bulldozer, etc.
Many roads were surveyed , paved and maintained by Thomas. He supervised the construction and paving of all entrances and exits to the Grand Strand area in Horry County;
built and paved the Flight Strip near Hwy. 90 , which was used by the army during World
War II, and built all pre-cast bridges in Horry, Marion and Georgetown counties.
Upon his arrival in the Longs Community, Thomas obtained room and board at the
home of Mr. Willie, and there met and married Longs daughter, Margaret . They were the
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proud parents of three sons, two of whom survive, Dr. Charles A. Thomas, Jr. of Clemson,
and Gene Thomas of the home. Thomas had no trouble fitting right in this community where
he resided until his death in 1980. He was an active member and supporter of Buck Creek
Baptist Church, active in community affairs, and a great asset to Horry County.
And so the Long_family has played an extensive role in the development of this area.
Three sons of Willie Long were at one time connected with the S.C. Highway Dept., one
having served on the Patrol. Norwood William Long, the only surviving son, also retired
from the State Highway Dept. and resides in Longs. Some of Mr. Willie's grandchildren live
in the area.
Longs continues to progress with an increase in population. New businesses are finding
the area advantageous and it is now playing host to a couple of new golf clubs . The Long
Bay Club, a private golf and country club, will epitomize the rich, cultural tradition of the
South Carolina low country. The golf course is designed by Jack Nicklaus and is scheduled
to be playable in the summer of 1988.

THE REV. G. FENTON MILLER
G. Fenton Miller served as pastor of the Presbyterian
churches in Loris and in Tabor City and had previously held
pastorates in Pollocksville and Croatan, NC. He was married
to Virginia, daughter of Mr. and Mrs . O.D. Freeman.
He taught mathematics and science at Loris High School
and Bible at Green Sea High School and conducted courses
in business law at the Veterans' School in Loris at the same
ume .
For more than a year the Rev. Miller served as editor of
the Lons Sentinel after it was founded and merged with The
Horry County News in 1952. He was instrumental in getting
Atlantic Publishing to buy the News in 1952. Later he served
in the same capacity for several months after going into the
insurance business with his father-in-law. While in Loris he served as secretary of the Loris
Merchants Association, was supervisor of the Loris Tobacco Market and was a member of the
Lions Club.
Miller returned to the pastorate in January 1955, serving churches at Pawleys Island and
Georgetown. On November 28, 1958, he was accidentally drowned while fishing in the surf
on Pawleys Island.
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R.E. NAUGHER
Robert Edward Naugher was born in Ponototo, MS, the
son of Laura King and James R. Naugher. He was a graduate
of Mississippi State University.
Naugher came to Loris in 1924 as a vocational
agricultural teacher at Loris High School and remained in this
post until 1929, when he became Horry County supervisor of
agriculture education 1930-31. From 1932-42 he was district
supervisor for agriculture education for South Carolina and
was a specialist in agriculture for the U.S. Office of Education from 1943-47. He was assistant director of agriculture
education at the USOE from 1961-64, retiring in 1946. He
and Mrs. Naugher (Birdie Suggs, daughter of Jeanette Cox
and Lorenzo Dow Suggs of Cedar Lane Farm) moved back to
Loris and later served as assistant state supervisor in
agriculture education for the State Department of Education. In this capacity he was in
charge of setting up pilot programs in agriculture occupations.
Naugher was an active member of the Loris United Methodist Church, the American
Vocational Agriculture Association, Alpha Tau Agriculture Education fraternity and a director of Horry County National Bank.
Robert Naugher was greatly beloved by people whose lives he touched in his professional career and his private life.

ALLEN BRAXTON NICHOLS
On June 21, 1924, a bouncing baby boy was born to
Leonadus and Armatha Watson Nichols. He was their third
child. His three brothers and two sisters are: Lewatha, Flora,
Vern, Curtis and Rudolph.
Allen's childhood was spent on the farm where his
parents were sharecroppers. He attended the High Hill
Elementary School and Whittemore High School. He was
called to the Armed Services before completing high school.
He finished high school upon his discharge from the Armed
Services.
Allen knew at an early age he wanted a college education. He entered Benedict College in Columbia, South
Carolina. Money was a problem, but he stayed and completed requirements for a B.A. Degree in 1951. He even thought he would have to leave
school during his senior year because of money. However, a good friend came to his aid,
because there were not any grants at that time for college students.
In 1948, God called Allen into His ministry. In March of that year, he preached his initial sermon at Cherry Hill Baptist Church in Conway, South Carolina. On September 18,
1955, he was ordained by the Kingston Lake Association.
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In 1952, Allen accepted a position as principal with the Horry County Department of
Education. He worked at Carolina School and Lewis School No . I. In 1955, he moved to
Loris to work at Watson Elementary School, which was later changed to Loris Middle
School.
Allen received a Master's Degree in Education in 1969 and a Master's Degree in Administration in 1970 from the A & T University in Greensboro, North Carolina. He has
done further study at Morris College, South Carolina State College, Francis Marion College,
University of South Carolina and Appalachian State University.
Allen is active in civic, church and community affairs. He is a notary public, secretary
of the Planning and Zoning Commission of Loris, Member of the Board of Djrectors for
Loris Day Care Center, Member of the NAACP, a Master Mason and member of the Advisory Board for the Salvation Army. He is a member of Mt. Rona Baptist Church, Executive Board member and Moderator of the Kingston Lake Baptist Association and
Treasurer of S.C. Regional Fellowship to the National Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc .
Nichols spent twenty-six years as principal in the Horry County Schools. He served as a
social worker in Horry County School 5ystem for two years. He retired in 1980. Presently,
he is an instructor for Morris College School of Religion Extension Class . He is pastoring
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Conway, SC and Chesterfield Baptist Church, Longs, SC
Allen has received many certificates and awards for dedicated and outstanding service.
He is married to the former Ruby Nell Gore. They have two daughters: Sharon and
Angela.
Allen enjoys working with people. He has had a lot of experience with people through
his educational and religious endeavors. He believes that people are more important than
things.

JOHN P. POTIER
By Wynness Thomas

John P. Potter, son of Tommie Jane Gibson and John
Thomas Potter, was from Chadbourn, NC. He came to Loris
in 1946 with his wife, Miriam, and daughter Linda and son
John. The Potters now have five grandchildren.
Potter first went into business in Chadbourn when he
was 21 years old. During World War II he served in the
Army for 21/2 years in Normandy, northern France, the
Rhineland, Ardennes and Central Europe .
When he came home from the Army he had finished
school and taken a business course but couldn't find a place
to go into business. Potter went to Tabor City but was unsuccessful in finding a building, so he came to Loris and purchased a lot from Dwight Stanley. There was nothing on the street between his store and
the old theater.
He built Potter Department Store and opened on a limited capital. He could not find
a place to live so he built a small apartment on the back of his store . It was convenient
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while working to look in on the children. Later he bought a lot and built the house he is
presently occupying.
"I stayed here four years as Potter's Department Store. I had known Mr. Herman Leder
since I was a little boy. He was from Whiteville, not far from my hometown. I felt like for
me to be able to survive at that time, I needed more capital. I approached Mr. Leder about
joining me. We have been partners for 37 years."
"At the time I came to Loris in 1946, there were no buildings near our store or across
the street either. They had just paved the road. I came the same year that J.C. Hipp came
with Carolina Furniture Company."
"After I purchased the lot and built the store building, when I went in with Herman
Leder, he bought the building beside me, which was the old Western Auto store. It belonged
to Thurston Rogers from Tabor City, who wanted to get out of the business. We stayed on in
the little store for three of four years and we saw the potential, so we tore out the wall between us. From that time we hav~ grown and enjoyed a wonderful business here . We have a
drawing card all the way to the ocean and three-fourths the way to Conway, also getting a
world of business from Tabor City and from Pee Dee towards Mullins. We have a big territory to draw from."
"There are an exceptional group of people here in Loris. Most of them are small
farmers who own their own homes. They live off the farm . Farming has been the backbone
of the county but is not what it used to be .
"About 25 years ago we formed a committee to bring in some industry. Rod Sparrow,
editor of the Loris Sentinel, was a go-getter, a hard worker. He did a tremendous job for
the Merchants Association, trying to promote Loris. He was strictly business. My understanding is that he was instrumental in helping to obtain government money to bring in the
water and sewerage.
"Tabor City was flourishing at that time. It was our main rival. People went to North
Carolina to do their trading, but I began to see the tide change as people took more interest in Loris. Merchants started dressing up the front of their stores, taking more pride in
them . .. Loris began to go forward .
"We have several nice churches, three or four nice auto places, three grain companies,
also a produce market."
Potter was on a committee of the Merchants Association that helped form a pool and
donate funds to build a building for a factory to locate here. The Lions Club, of which Potter was president in 1960-61, had a part in this also .
Potter is a Mason and Shriner and member of Loris First Baptist Church.
"We've seen our church grow from a little wooden building to a thriving membership
with a nice brick building."
"I could see a potential for Loris when I opened the door of my store. Loris was wide
open for opportunity. It is centrally located and I thought if we put our heads together
(there was no Merchants Association or Chamber of Commerce then) when we got those
things organized we could do a lot that individuals could not do. There was an effort to
pool our thoughts.
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"We now have programs for building low rent housing for those who need it, and
remodeling homes where owners are not able to put in facilities.
"Eldred Prince was the originator of the Horry County National Bank 21 years ago. Last
year the stockholders voted to sell it to Southern National with headquarters in Lumberton,
which made it a bigger bank, so now we have three banks. We now have three nice
drugstores and a Savings and Loan. The first drugstore had the typical round top, ivory
tables, soda fountain and ceiling fans. We now have a large IGA, Hills and Red and White
Grocery stores. Years ago we had one or two small stores where the man behind the counter
served you from his limited supply of items.
"Loris has come a long way. I keep thinking of Mrs. Irene Suggs saying that she could
remember when she came to Loris to teach school that Main Street was a dirt road with hogs
in mud holes.
"We have the National Bank of South Carolina with headquarters in Sumter, which for
40 or 50 years was the Farmer's Bank. It was the large two-story stucco building facing the
railroad. In that building upstairs was a hotel. This was a pulpwood and logging area at
that time and workers stayed there.
"Loris is a wonderful place to live. The people are friendly and have been good to us.
''I'm hoping and praying that the farming will stabilize. Farmers must diversify and get
the government to have support prices on those commodities just like they did on tobacco.
This will give the farmer a greater incentive to produce his crops .
"We used to have a farmer's fair, classified as one of the finest small fairs in this part
of the country, held in the old tobacco warehouse. Ladies would bring canned vegetables
and put them on display. For several years I had a booth at the fair. There was a carnival
behind it. Now they have the fair at a place on the edge of town near Allsbrook.
"The town has purchased land, built buildings, factories have moved in. Things are
looking better. There is no limit to the potential of Loris ."

BLANCHE DYSON POTIS
Blanche Dyson Potts, a native of Whiteville , NC and born in 1902, was the wife of
Robert C. Potts. After graduating from Whiteville High School, she began a career in banking in Clinton, NC, but returned to Whiteville after the death of her mother to care for a
younger brother and sister. She was employed by Waccamaw Bank and Trust Company. She
was promoted to Cashier in 1944 and had the distinction of being the youngest woman in
that size bank to hold that position in North Carolina. Mrs. Potts had been active in the
Business and Professional Women's Club and United Daughters of the Confederacy in
Whiteville and continued her participation after moving to Loris.
In Loris she helped organize the School Grade Mothers and PTA at Loris Elementary
School. She was also instrumental in organizing the first Girl Scout Troop . Mrs. Potts was a
charter member of the Loris Garden Club and held various offices during her years as an active member. She was a member of the American Legion Auxiliary. Mrs. Potts and her family
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were members of Loris First Baptist Church where she was active in the WMU. She was a
charter member of the Loris Merchants Association and was co-owner of Potts Jewelry Store.
She and Robert Potts were the parents of one daughter, Sarah, who now lives in Columbia.
Mrs. Potts died in February, 1972 .

ROBERT CROCKETT POTTS
Robert C. Potts was born in Lancaster County in 1898. He attended Fort Mill High
School and played on that school's first football team. He received a full academic scholarship to Clemson College and graduated in 1920. He played varsity football and received the
All Southern distinction . Potts was a member of the Clemson platoon activated and stationed in New York during WWI that encouraged a classmate to write the song for their
college that later became the college alma mater. After graduation he attended Law School
at Washington and Lee University in Lexington, VA, where he played football and was captain of the wrestling team.
In the 1920s he worked in Florida as a chemist and engineer before signing a contract
to play professional football with the Frankford Yellow Jackets, now called the Philadelphia
Eagles . In 1924-25, he played the position of tackle on offensive and defensive teams with
such greats as Jim Thorpe and Red Grange. Later engineering jobs brought him to North
Carolina with highway construction companies and WP A jobs until he became employed at
the N.C. Shipbuilding Company in Wilmington as a design engineer. Following the end of
WWII, he opened Potts Jewelry Store and moved his family to Loris.
Potts served on Loris City Council and as Water Commissioner while a new well was being drilled. He was a charter member of the Lions Club and held local and district offices. As
a veteran he was active in the American Legion and the 40 & 8. As a merchant he was a
charter member of the Merchants Association and helped organize the Christmas Parade . As a
sports fan, he helped organize the Loris Booster Club and was the announcer for many home
games. He was a charter member of the Carolinas Country Club. Potts served also on committees to establish a newspaper in Loris and to create Coastal Carolina College. He and Mrs.
Potts were members of Loris First Baptist Church.
He was married to Blanche Dyson Potts , a native of Whiteville, NC and they had one
daughter , Sarah, who is married to Roy D . Bates and lives in Columbia with her husband
and three children. Potts died in August 1981.
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EDWARD WALTER PRINCE, SR.
Loris was Edd Prince's town. He lived in the Gurley community, but was always interested in Loris and its activities
and participated whenever he could. He was trustee of Loris
High School for many years. He was a member of the Board
of Directors of the Loris Community Hospital and was its first
chairman. He was also a member of the Civitan Club until ill
health caused him not to be able to attend. He served on the
first soil conservation board of Horry County and was a
member of the County ASC Committee. He was 'a member of
the Gurley Baptist Church and served as deacon for more than
35 years. He was postmaster at Gurley for 23 years and depot
agent for 20 years.
He had farming interests near Loris and always sold on
the Loris Market. In addition to farming he was a merchant for most of his life. At an early
age he began working in his father's general mercantile store. This later became Gurley
Trading Co. which was carried on by his son after his death . In 1921 Prince moved his
business to Loris and occupied the building which is presently Loris Fashion Center. This
was primarily a grocery store with a soda fountain. The family lived in a house which was
located where the Coffee Shop is now. Prince had six children. One of these, Edna Earle
Prince Wood, was born in Loris in 1922. All of the children are graduates of Loris High
School. During the Depression the family moved back to Gurley where he operated Gurley
Trading Co. until his death in 1958.

EDWARD WALTER PRINCE, JR.
E.W. Prince, Jr. was born in the Gurley community on
Jan. 25, 1925, the son of E.W. and Reba Floyd Prince. After
graduating from Loris High School, he served in the navy in
World War II and attended Clemson University. On Aug.
27, 1948 he married Margaret Suggs, daughter of Irene and
Grover Suggs. They had two sons, Edward W . Prince, III, and
Robert Naugher Prince and a daughter, Margaret Elizabeth
(Beth) Gann.
Prince was one of the founders and directors of Horry
County National Bank, a director of the Loris Community
Hospital and of The Sentinel. Prince belonged to Lodge 205
A.F.M. and a Shriner and member of the Omar Temple. He
was a member of the American Legion Post No. 41 and of
the Loris Civitan Club. As a grain dealer and farmer, he
belonged to the National Grain and Feed Association.
Prince was the owner of Twin City Memorial Gardens and had interests in The Holiday
House, North Myrtle Beach, the Cherry Grove Pier and the House of Antiques.
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As an active member of Loris United Methodist Church, he served as chairman of the official board and on many other committees. He died June 6, 1982 and the new fellowship hall
built that year was named the E.W. Prince Fellowship Hall in memory of him.

ELDRED E. PRINCE

By Wynness Thomas and Gloria Sweet

When John Bert Prince moved his family from Columbia back to the Carolina coastal plain, he could not foresee
the impact his second son, Eldred Eugene (born December
23, 1911), would have on the region, particularly his native
Horry County. Following in his father's footsteps, Eldred
Prince not only became a distinguished businessman, but
alos a civic leader, a friend to the area's youth, and a church
leader.
After graduating from Wake Forest in 1933, Prince
taught school in Bladen County, NC, for two years. In 1935
he founded Prince Chevrolet, a company he would own for
almost half a century. Nine years after organizing Prince
Chevrolet, Eldred Prince left Loris to serve in the United
States Navy in Pearl Harbor during World War II. Duririg the time he was away, he was
promoted from Lieutenant, JG, to Lieutenant.
Returning to Loris in 1945, he resumed his roles as president and chairman of the
board of his dealership. Expanding his business endeavors, he founded Prince Motor Company in Tabor City and wholesale auto parts stores in Loris, Tabor City, and Nichols.
In 1963, when Prince felt that Loris needed a second bank, he and his younger
brother, J.B. Prince, Jr., called a meeting of some of the business leaders of Loris. They applied for and received a charter to open the Horry County National Bank. Eldred Prince
served as president until 1974 and chairman of the board until 1986. When Southern National Bank of South Carolina bought Horry County National Bank, Prince was named
Chairman Emeritus. He is still an active member of the board.
In addition, Prince's stellar business career has included director and secretary-treasurer
of the Waccamaw Land Company, State Advisory Board member for the Small Business Administration, president of the Horry County Auto Dealers Association, and farming.
After opening Prince Chevrolet he was often called upon to be an active participant in
the community life of Loris. In 1938 there were no civic clubs or business organizations
here. With the help of a Wake Forest classmate Prince organized the Loris Civitan Club .
Another project in the 1930s involved buying the Grier Todd family-owned Home
Telephone Company. When Todd died, his family was not able to maintain the lines.
Responding to a request by the Boosters Club, Prince bought the company. During the
short time he owned Coastal Telephone Company, he made equipment improvements and
increased service. After changing hands several times, the company eventually became the
present day Horry County Telephone Co-Op.
Emerging from the trauma of World War II, the people of Loris began to look ahead;
they wanted their own hospital. Prince was asked to serve on a committee to explore that
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possibility. When the Loris Hospital was opened in 1950, Prince was appointed by the
Governor to be a hospital commissioner. He served as chairman of the Loris Hospital Commission for the next 35 years.
"I found that activity very rewarding," said Prince. "Very few towns the size of Loris
have a hospital. It's being upgraded now by a renovation program in excess of ten million
dollars. The hospital is not only a medical asset to the community, but also it probably has
the largest payroll in Loris, employing over 300 people."
Eldred Prince has also been instrumental in bringing other jobs to Loris. When supplemental income was needed for the area as tobacco began to fail the economy in the early
1960s, local businessmen organized Loris Industrial Developers, Incorporated, a state
chartered corporation. During the twenty years that Eldred Prince was president and chairman of the board, he was successful in persuading several industries to move to Loris, including Marlene Industries; the Silvers' aluminum furniture plant, later to become Loris
Manufacturing II; and a Talon zipper plant.
"The people who bought stock and bonds to finance these plants all received their
money back, with interest," Prince said . "Payrolls from these industries have had a very
positive impact on the local economy since farm income has been declining."
Other of Prince's endeavors have directly concerned its youth, particularly in the area of
education.
Soon after an interested group of citizens organized a community college in Conway,
Eldred Prince was asked to join the group and become a member of the Coastal Education
Foundation. In 1959 he became a member of the Horry County Higher Education
Commission.
From 1954-1963 the college had maintained an evening program at Conway High
School. Prince was chairman of the Commission from 1961-1964, including the year the
decision was made to begin building on land given for a campus by the International Paper
Company and the Burroughs family. In just three months Prince raised more than enough
money to build the first building which was opened to students in the fall of 1963.
Watched over and nurtured by both the local Foundation and the Commission, Conway's community college eventually became Coastal Carolina College, a four-year campus of
the University of South Carolina. Since 1963 many more buildings have been built, including a gymnasium, a library, and five dormitories . This fall (1987) Coastal has an enrollment of 3600, including students at two satellite campuses, Myrtle Beach Air Force Base
and Georgetown .
In 1978 Eldred Prince received a special citation from the University of South Carolina
for outstanding service to Coastal Carolina College and higher education in Horry County.
In 1982 the University conferred upon Prince the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane
Letters for his service to the college and for his promotion of higher education .
Additionally, Prince has served as a member of the Horry County Memorial Library
Commission and the Development Board, a member of the board of directors of the South
Carolina Mental Health Association, Loris City Council, and Commander of Loris American
Legion Post 41. He was also an active worker in the Boy Scouts of America. As chairman of
the Horry District, he was responsible for all scouting activity in the County and earned the
prestigious Silver Beaver Award in recognition of his service.
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Prince is also an active member of Loris' Christian community. He was chairman of the
building committee for Loris First Baptist Church when the present sanctuary was built. He
is now serving on the fellowship hall building committee.
Recently, he compiled, edited, and published a collection of sermons written by Dr.
George Lovell, a former pastor of First Baptist Church in Conway. Prince dedicated the
book, entitled God Knows Your Name, to his first wife Sarah Wooten who died in 1986.
Proceeds from the book were donated to the Loris Baptist Church and to the Martha Franks
Retirement Home.
Eldred Prince recently married Mildred Holmes Allen of Conway. He has two children,
Eldred Jr. and Sarah Jane. Mildred Prince has a daughter, Deborah.
Prince thinks the future of Loris looks good because of the many people who have
moved to the Grand Strand in recent years. Land has become so expensive at the beach that
people are moving inland. Another thing that will attract future residents are two golf
courses that are being built near Loris. One is being designed by Jack Nicklaus and another
by Arnold Palmer.
"The people of Loris are very friendly," Prince says. "They desire the best community
possible for their children. They wanted better schools, better churches, better roads, and a
hospital. When I was asked to have a part in these things, I tried to respond. When I was
placed in a position of leadership, I found the people to be very cooperative on every project. I wouldn't consider living anywhere else."

RANSOM MAYBERRY PRINCE
R.M. Prince was born May 6, 1852, near Bayboro, the
son of Wright Randal Prince and Sallie Anne Todd. On
March 14, 1876, he married Eliza J. Hardee and the children
born to them were Ransom Malcolm, Eliza Adel, Fannie
Estelle, Benjamin LaFayett, John Washington, Hartford,
Frank Gurley, Edward Walter, Ella Belle, Rosa Lee and
Beulah Gladys.
Prince was the owner and manager of the Gurley
Trading Company from 1890 to 1913. His son, E.W. Prince,
Sr., was manager from 1913 to 1958, and his grandson,
E.W. Prince, Jr., from 1958 to 1981. Robert Naugher Prince
and E.W. Prince, III, are the present owners and managers.
For more than forty years Prince was a faithful and
energetic member of the church, serving as deacon, superintendent of Sunday School and in
many other capacities. In his early years he was a member of Bug Swamp Church, then
united with Bayboro Missionary Baptist until, in 1890, about thirty members secured letters
and established New Light Missionary Baptist Church at Gurley. He laid the cornerstone
and built the church with the help of Daniel Anderson, Harmon W. Mishoe and E. McD.
Todd. This church later became Gurley Baptist Church.
Prince was also a member of Iona Lodge A.F.M. at Green Sea, having joined in 1885.
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RUPERT PRINCE
Rupert Prince was born in the Gle~dale section of Horry
t
County to Grace and Otto Prince on Oct. 31, 1910. He spent
his childhood on their farm. After he graduated from Loris
High School in 1929, he went to Washington, D.C. and attended Strayer Business College.
While living in Washington he met and married Hilda
V. Hill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Hill of Maryland.
They had one son, Stanley Wallace Prince. The three returned
to the Prince home in Loris in 194 5.
In 1946 Mr. and Mrs. Prince purchased the Loris Coffee
Shop and operated it until 1973. They sold it to Jack and
Virgie Boone, who operate it today. During this time they
were collection agents for the Horry Telephone Company
from 1958 to 1979.
In 1956, seeing the need for a motel in Loris, Rupert
and Hilda Prince started adding on to their home with rooms
and later on with apartments, which eventually became the Suburban Motel. They operated
it until Mrs. Prince's death in June, 1980. Prince sold the motel to his son, who, with his wife
Janie, operated it until April 1987, at which time they sold it to Navnita and Pina Sangani
and it is now called the Loris Motel.
Rupert and Hilda Prince were active in community affairs. He was a member of the
Masonic Lodge and the Shriners for over 25 years. She was in the Eastern Star and they were
both members of the Loris United Methodist Church.
Rupert Prince died in February 1986. He left his son Stanley, four granddaughters
(Angela Mishoe, Debbie Tyler, Kim Fipps, and Hope Prince) and six great grandchildren
(Crystal, Stephanie and John Wallace Mishoe, Brenda Tyler, and Jessica and Myranda
Fipps).
,·
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THE RANKIN FAMILY
Miss Brookie Allsbrook, like many young ladies in the early 1900s, went away to
"finishing school" and there met the young man she was to marry. While an art student at
James Sprunt Institute in Wilmington, NC, she met Harry Wilson Rankin, who was
attending Catawba College.
She returned to her native Allsbrook, which was named for her father, Joseph Ross
Allsbrook. It had earlier been named Sanford and was a thriving community with a mercantile business, a turpentine still, a cotton gin and a cooperage (where barrels were made), all
owned by the Allsbrook family. Allsbrook was also engaged in farming and served as
postmaster until his death in June, 1918. His first wife, Martha M. Reeves, who had died
thirteen years earlier in 1905, as the mother of his nine children. They were Dula Verette
(Mrs. D.F. McGougan of Tabor City, NC), Garland Ross, Bruce Lloyd, Bertha Hettie, Martha Brookie , Joseph Reaves, Joseph Gershwin, Ogden Olmstead and Emma Belle, who is
the only remaining one and resides in Columbus Cove Rest Home in Tabor City.
It was after the death of her father in 1918 that Brookie married Harry W. Rankin.
Sometime later they purchased the family home which for eighty-four years (having been
built in 1903) has been a landmark in the Loris area. Even today one cannot miss the
Rankin House just five miles outside of town on 701 south .
Harry and Brookie Rankin reared five sons in the Rankin House. They are Joe and
John, twins, Wilson, Ogden and Watson, all of whom reside in the area except Ogden who
lives in Conway.
In the winter of 1982 the house was purchased by Jacqueline Mishoe of Loris who has
restored it to its original beauty. It has been the site of many weddings, receptions and parties. She appropriately renamed it the Allsbrook-Rankin House .
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L. HAROLD ROGERS
By Wynness Thomas
If our grandfathers could overhear a modern conversation using the term "microfiche" (pronounced micro-fish)
they would probably wonder "From whence came such a
strange creature?" To L. Harold Rogers, born and raised in
Tabor City, NC, using a microfiche is just routine and part
of the modern technology applied by W.F. Cox Co. Inc. in
operating the business.
W.F. Cox Inc. in Loris was an offshoot of W .F. Cox Co.
in Tabor City. The business in Loris began in 1952 with
three stockholders: James P. Blanton, Charles Leggette and
A. Paul Rogers, Sr., father of Harold Rogers, the present
owner.
"When I graduated from Wake Forest in 1952 I went
into the Army," Rogers said. "Returning from two years of service, I came to Loris and have
been at W .F. Cox Co. since then."
In 1981 the business was separated. Blanton acquired the building supplies part {this is
how Blanton Supplies was formed) and Rogers, the hardware. (Besides the usual hardware
supplies, he also carries paint, Frigidaire electrical appliances and carpet and vinyl floor
covering.) At that time there were six employees, now there are eleven. An addition of 2500
square feet was constructed-on the building in the late 60s.
"When I first came to Loris, a lot of merchants stayed open until 9 or 10 p.m. on
Saturday night because that was the big day," said Rogers. "Shopping habits have changed.
"In the 50s we sold a lot of farm equipment, horse drawn equipment, now it is all
tractor equipment. We sold plow points for one and two-horse plows. I've measured many
plow lines. We once sold pitcher pumps for $7. Now we may sell two or three a year and
they would cost $60.00 when you can find them . Most hand tools have been replaced by
electric tools."
"In plumbing, it used to be galvanized pipe, now it is almost all plastic. Paint has
changed from oil base to latex base paint ."
Business methods have changed through the years. The company has a four-program
computer which prints monthly statements, making bookkeeping much more efficient. A
microfiche reader sits on Rogers' desk. Beside it are 16 small plastic color coded cards in a
box which represent 90 pages of catalogue on each card. For the larger mail order companies, these small cards save mailing charges and time.
Rogers remembers Hurricane Hazel in 1954. Eight or ten people came into the store to
"weather out" the storm, as the building was adequate protection against the strong winds.
Little cracks are still in the front plate glass windows, a reminder of that occasion.
"People bought roofing supplies. We were busy for a week after that," Rogers said.
The biggest change Rogers has noticed through the years has been in the tobacco
business. Lloyd Bell and Roscoe Bell once owned a tobacco warehouse across the street from
W .F. Cox Co. There has been quite a change in opening day on the tobacco market. In
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years past activity began several days prior to the first sale. By the day before the big event
trucks and trailers were lined up and down the street, packed with the golden leaf. Farmers,
who had not seen one another in a year, caught up on the news, inspected each other's
product and predicted prices. The pungent odor of cured tobacco filled the warehouse and
drifted out into the street as the building was filled with long rows of piles of tobacco tied
in hands. Buyers were represented from different tobacco companies. When the auctioneer
began his chant, the farmer's entire year's work on his crop was at stake. After the first day's
sale and the laborer received his check, business in town began to pick up. Debts were paid
and perhaps something the family had desired for a long time was purchased.
"That was the big event of the year," Rogers said, "now you can hardly tell any difference between that day and any other."
Rogers served on the local school board for 9 years. He was on the Horry County Police
Commission, the Booster Club, American Legion and Lions Club .
Rogers thinks Loris is going to grow because of the good roads from here to the beach.
"Many people will live here and work at the beach," he says.
Rogers is married to the former Zorradah "Cricket" Blackburn. He has two children,
Charlie Rogers and Mary Edi Rogers Cox.

WILBERT KENNETH ROGERS, M.D.
Wilbert Rogers was born July 7, 1909 in Loris, the son
of Neal Monroe and Hattie Ward Rogers. He was graduated
from Wofford College in 1932 and the Medical College of
Charleston in 193 7. He interned at Roper Hospital in
Charleston. Later on he did postgraduate work at Cook
County Hospital, Chicago, and New York Medical Center,
New York.
Dr. Rogers returned to Loris to practice and before long
set up facilities for minor surgery and maternity care, beginning with three beds in his office over Wolpert's Department
Store. In 1943 he established Rogers Hospital on South
Broad Street in the house which had been the Bullock home.
He practiced here until the Loris Community Hospital, a
long-time dream of his, opened seven years later. He built his own office across the street
and included enough space for an associate. Rogers was a charter member of the Horry
County Medical Association and was also a member of the South Carolina Medical Association and the Southeastern Surgical Congress, Southern Medical Association and the
American Medical Association.
Rogers was an active member of the Loris United Methodist Church where he served on
many committees, including the Board of Trustees. He was a Mason, a Shriner and a charter
member of the Loris Civitan Club. He also belonged to the American Legion Post 41.
Rogers married (1) Mary Catherine Benton in 1937 and (2) Elizabeth Hardee. He had
three children, Sally, Wilbert Kenneth, Jr., and Robert Neal. Rogers died February 8, 1971
at Loris Community Hospital and is buried at Twin Cities Memorial Gardens.
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EUGENE SASSER
By Wynness Thomas

Eugene Sasser's being accepted as a graduate student of
the University of Paris was an exciting event. The termination
of this study must have been heartbreaking but those three
months changed his life forever. Sasser made friends in
France and travels there frequently. Last September, leaving
from Paris with a French group, he flew to London, then to
Edinburgh, and toured the highlands of Scotland.
"I was a Frenchman for a week," Sasser said.
Eugene Sasser is the only living child of Mantha Joanna
Smith and John William Sasser. He was born and raised in
Gurley. His father had a farm, general store, bought and
sold turpentine, had a cotton gin, and sold tobacco flues. He
died in his 50s.
After finishing high school in Loris Sasser attended Campbell College at Buie's Creek,
NC, when it was a junior college and then transferred to the University of South Carolina
where he graduated in 1936.
Sasser began teaching school, which was to be his vocation for 39 years. The first year
he taught in Fair Bluff, NC, the following years in Williams Township High School, a large
rural consolidated school located between Tabor City and Whiteville in Columbus County,
NC. He taught English and French for many years and was assistant principal for a number
of years. After retiring in 1978, local businessmen asked him to work for the Chamber of
Commerce as the Executive Secretary. Since 1982 Sasser has enjoyed being with the
Chamber, although the work is largely volunteer. He schedules his time and the hours are
largely his own.
Sasser was in service from 1943-45, serving six weeks in Boston loading ships and then
in Europe most of the time in a transportation corps, unloading ships in port cities in Wales
and Belgium.
After the war Sasser attended the University of Paris, planning to obtain a master's
degree, but had to return home because of the ill health of his mother, aunt and half
brother. His half brother died just after Sasser came home.
Most of the time Sasser commuted to school from the 85 year old home where he
presently lives, in Gurley. His aunt, who had been an invalid and totally blind for six years,
died in 1958. His mother lived to be 94 and died in 1968.
After his father died, his mother took in roomers and boarders in order to make a living. She had sawmill men, highway construction workers and schoolteachers, some of whom
could play the piano. They and a half-sister taught Sasser to read music before he could
read words. He had no formal lessons until entering Loris High School, but studied piano
through high school and college.
There was a Presbyterian Church at Gurley before there was one in Loris. In 1921,
about the time the church in Gurley disbanded, the one in Loris was built . It was later that
Sasser began attending here in town. About 1960 the church needed an organist. Sasser
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practiced a week, went on the air that Sunday and has been playing the organ for the
church since then. He has played for literally hundreds of weddings and recently played for
a wedding at the Allsbrook Rankin House.
Since Sasser has been working at the Chamber of Commerce, Loris has grown . It has
improved in appearance, Sasser says. Lots of old buildings have been torn down and new
ones built. Loris looks much better than it did a few years go.
"I answer a number of inquiries from up north about Loris. Since it is near the beach
but does not have the hassle of the beach, we get a number of people who come to live in
retirement."
Sasser has been District Governor of Lions Clubs International, District 32-C in 185-86,
during which time he attended the international Lions convention in Honolulu. He is president of the Lions Club this year. He has been Clerk of the Session at the Presbyterian
Church for many years and is an Elder in the church.
"There are many fine people here in Loris," Sasser says. "We have 94 members of the
Chamber this year, I wished we could have reached 100."
"Those presidents since I have been here are Jerry Hardee in 1982 ; Jimmy Clarkson
helped a lot; Edward Boyd, '83; Donnie Gore in '84 ; Paulette Brinson , '85; Linda Bell, '86;
Eugene Mills, '87; and next year it will be Diane Watts. Fine people all," Sasser
acknowledges.

THE REV. HENRY LEE SINGLETON
Henry Lee Singleton was born at Easley, April 4, 1868,
the son of Miles P. and Martha] . (Higgins) Singleton. His
education was in the primary and grammar schools of the
county from which he went to Leesville College. Later he attended Wofford College and in 1903 took a lecture course at
Vanderbilt University. He was married to Miss Mary Carolyn
Butler near Loris in 1906.
He felt the call to the ministry when eight , but continued teaching school for a number of years after finishing
his own school course. Yielding to his sense of duty, he was
licensed to preach in 1898 and joined the South Carolina
Conference of the Methodist Church in 1899, being ordained
deacon in 1901 and elder in 1903. He served the following
charges: Marion and Mills, 1900; Loris and Little River, 1901; Mt. Carmel, 1902; Harpers,
1903-04; Bucksville, 1905-06; Blackstock, 1907-08; Lancaster, 1909; Loris, 1910.
The Rev. Singleton was the father of Lucile Carter and Annie Lee Bailey. He died
September 8, 1932, and is buried in Patterson Cemetery.
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MONROE MANOAH STANLEY
Monroe Manoah Stanley was born May 16, 1864 in the
Loris area. He was the son of Dorcas Ann Gore Stanley and
John Collier Stanley. He married Penelope Butler and they
were the parents of eight children.
Besides farming interests, he taught school and sometimes
served as a part-time lawyer. He was interested in the political
life of the community and first ran for public office in 1902.
The Horry Herald stated, "M.M. Stanley announc~s this week
as a candidate for the House of Representatives from this county. He is a gentleman of sterling good character and pleasant
address and if elected, we believe he will fill the office with an
eye single to the best interests of the county."
In 1905 the same paper stated that in 1905 M.M.
Stanley was a speaker at a July 4 celebration in Loris attended
by 1500 people. In 1906 men from Loris organized a Camp
of Woodmen of the World and Stanley was elected one of its
officers. In 1909 he was elected to the House of Representatives and served until 1914.
M.M. Stanley died December 25, 1934.

MRS. RENA STANLEY
Mrs. Rena (Sam) Stanley came to Loris in 1925 and has lived on Casey Street for 54
years. She has been a foster parent to about thirty welfare children, some of whom have
stayed only a short time, some until they were grown and left home.
Rena Stanley recalls that when she moved onto Casey Street there were only two houses
on the street and the site of the hospital was only an open field. She thought Loris was a
ghost town . There were no paved roads, no electricity. Her husband worked at first for the
Fitzhugh Lumber Company and later for Horry County. They had two children, Donald
who had one child, and Mrs. Isabelle Springs who has four.
Mrs. Stanley has found foster parenting rewarding and frequently hears from children
she has reared. She expressed appreciation to Dr. John D. Thomas, Jr., who has been so
helpful over the years, and Dr. William H. Johnson, who, she remembers, refused to take
payment for helping a child too old for welfare. Mrs . Stanley had no insurance.
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l.
THOMAS W. STANLEY
When the first industrial plant came to Loris in the early
60s, Thomas W . Stanley was on the Board of Directors of the
Loris Industrial Developers . That was a victory for Loris that
he shared.
I ,

Civic and church involvement over the years has kept
him in step with Loris' progress. He is a past president of the
Lions Club, a past Board member of the T.B . Association of
Horry County, a past Chairman of the Horry County
Marketing Commission, a past Civitan Club member, an
original stockholder in the Carolina Country Club, and a past
Chairman of the Official Board of Loris United Methodist
Church where he was Scoutmaster for 10 years and taught
Sunday School for 25 years.
He was born and lived near Loris with his parents Ruby and Foster Stanley. He attended
and graduated from Tabor City High School, and furthered his education at Wesleyan
University, Lenoir Rhyne, the University of Georgia, and the University of Iowa. He also served in the Naval Air Force.
When he returned to Loris he worked at Loris Wood Products and later at Prince
Chevrolet. He married Nell Winesett Hardwick. They have three children: Danya, Nathan,
and Susan, and six grandchildren.
Stanley's dedication to the Boy Scouts of America has earned him honors to be proud
of - he's had more than 25 Eagle Scouts. The Loris United Methodist Church awarded him
the Flaming Cross after 33 years of scouting. He always believed in first-hand experience
and camped with the boys to help them get their merit badges.
As president of Hardwick Fertilizer Company, Stanley has mastered knowledge of insecticides and fertilizers. He also is a farmer who shares the same concerns as his customers.
Most folks know him as an easy-going do-it-yourselfer who can fix about anything. He
loves to fish, garden, read and work crossword puzzles.
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JAMES P. STEVENS, SR.
James P. Stevens, Sr. was born in Loris on Easter Sunday,
April 4, 1920, in a house on Meeting Street that was across
the street from where his mother resides today. His boyhood
was spent in that house and he attended school in Loris. During his high school days, he played basketball, football and
baseball and was on the track team. Athletically skilled, he
was named All-State forward in basketball and won honors in
the pole vaulting category in track. He was voted Best Athlete
by the student body.
In 1940, a year before Pearl Harbor, he enlisted in the
U.S. Coast Guard where he served six years during World
War II, and was on North Atlantic sea duty during the German submarine attacks .
He met his wife, Madeleine, in New York City and they were married a year later in
West Palm Beach. After the war was over, he came back to Loris to live and worked as a
plumber and electrician and then went into the L.P. gas business with O.D. Freeman. One
day while talking with his neighbor, J.N. Marlowe, about how he had always wanted to
study law, he made up his mind, then and there, that he would go back to school and get
a law degree. Of course, at this time it was no easy task to uproot his family and embark on
a college career, especially since only 11 months before that he had moved into his own
small house, lost a baby boy on January 10, 1948, and his first son, Jimmy, was only a year
and a half old, and his wife was expecting another child in October of 1949. But after
discussing his dream with his wife, Madeleine, they decided they would pursue his goal.
After all, "nothing ventured, nothing gained." He enrolled at the University of South
Carolina under the G.I. Bill. In spite of an overloaded schedule, he made the Dean's List
and was on the University Debate Team. This Debate Team was in national competition
and defeated West Point in the tournament. He then entered the University of South
Carolina Law School where he again made a name for himself by being elected President of
the Law Federation. He also was a member on the Law School Moot Debate Team, and was
selected for the Wig and Robe Society which is the Law School Scholastic Society that
honors the top five individuals of the Law School Senior Class. While in Law School, he
worked as a page in the South Carolina Senate, and one day as he was polishing the brass
railings in the Senate Chamber, he jokingly told the Clerk of the Senate, "Save that seat for
me", indicating the Horry County seat. Holding down two jobs while going to school and
raising three sons, the third being born just before graduation, he obtained his Law Degree
and came back to Loris to set up his law practice in a room over the H . Clay Hughes store.
In March of 1955 disaster struck when the Hughes Building caught on fire and everything
was lost, all his file, records, law books, furniture and office equipment. Still undaunted,
he prepared to start anew. He set up an office over the Town Hall.
In the same year about the month of June, he filed for the vacant seat in the South
Carolina Senate for the County of Horry. He had five other opponents, but he made a
landslide victory in a run off. He had very little money for his campaign, but he went from
door to door meeting the voters and sometimes going to a home that he had wired and
plumbed. Many had tried to dissuade him from running for the Senate saying that he was
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too young, unknown and too poor to compete with the other candidates who were wellknown and had money for their campaigns. This made him more determined to succeed
and his young and fresh approach won over the hearts of the voters and his victory was all
the sweeter because of the odds against him. Upon his successful election, he received a
telegram from Lovick Thomas, Clerk of the Senate, congratulating him and reminding him
that he "saved that seat for him" .
He continued practicing law in Loris and when the Hughes Building was rebuilt, he
moved into one of the offices on the second floor. In March 1959, John T. Holt entered the
law practice, which then became Stevens and Holt, Attorneys, and John Holt remained
with the firm until he was elected County Judge in July 1973. Meanwhile the business of
law and the business of the Senate kept Stevens very, very busy. In 1964, on the night of
the first Stump Speaking at Galivants Ferry, his wife was taken to the Loris Hospital by his
son, Jimmy, and the next morning a daughter was born. Although his wife did not want
him to know she had gone to the hospital so that he could participate in the speakings,
John Holt went to Galivants Ferry and told him. John filled in for James that night and informed the audience of the forthcoming blessed event .
He served for twenty-one years in the South Carolina Senate which is longer than any
other Senator in the history of Horry County. He rose to become the fourth ranking
member of the South Carolina Senate and during these years served on the powerful
Judiciary Committee, was Chairman of the Military and Veterans Affairs Committtee while
also serving on the Board of Visitors at the Citadel. He was also Chairman of the Transportation and Highways Committee, the Rules Committee, the Tourism Committee, and the
Insurance Study Committee. He also served on the Agriculture Committee, the Fish, Game
and Forestry Committee and was also Chairman of the Rural Electrification Committee as
well as the Interstate Cooperation Committee .
While doing some research into the history of the South Carolina Senate, he discovered
there were three other Senators in his family tree. He is the great-great-great-great-great
grandson of Daniel Horry, brother of Peter Horry, for whom the County was named. Daniel
Horry was Senator from the Santee District. He is also the great-great-great grandson of
James Beaty, who was Senator of Horry County; and the great-great grandson of Joel Barcey
Skipper, Senator of Horry County, who served for nine years before the War between the
States and for two years after the war.
Some of the accomplishments during his service in the Senate have added much to the
progress and growth of Horry County. South Carolina was supposed to have only 13
Technical Education Centers under the initial program. Stevens, the Delegation and some
dedicated citizens made numerous trips to the meetings of the South Carolina Technical
Education Commission. Their tenacity and perseverance culminated in successfully obtaining
a Technical Education Center for Horry County. This also proved to be invaluable for attracting industry which followed to Horry County.
He also initiated a Bill to make Coastal Carolina College of the University of South
Carolina a 4-year college instead of a 2-year college. Representative Charles E. Hodges played
an important part in this endeavor by using his influence in the House of Representatives in
having the Bill passed.
During his tenure he had more roads paved than any other office holder and received
additional farm to market funds by virture of his position as Chairman of the Highway and
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Transportation Committee. During his tenure a contract was let for the 4-laning of U.S.
Highway 501 through Horry County. Senator Stevens worked hard for this project as well as
the partial 4-laning of South Carolina Highway 9, both of which flowed from the beach
area through Horry County to other parts of the State. His feeling is that the road program
has given more progress and a higher standard of living to Horry County. Due primarily to
his efforts along with other interested citizens, Horry County and more especially the Loris
community received substantial industrialization, thereby creating numerous jobs. During
his years of service as Senator Horry County had the highest per capita income of any
county in South Carolina.
On a minor note, but one which demonstrates compassion, he was instrumental in having the chain gang stripes removed from the clothing of the Horry County prison inmates,
and he also initiated a program of religious services for the inmates.
In 1973 his son Jimmy graduated from the University of South Carolina Law School
and came into the firm along with a classmate, Jack Thomas. In 1976, after leaving the
Senate, he devoted his full time to his Loris law practice and in one year the business of the
firm more than quadrupled.
On January 1, 1986, Stevens retired from active practice but remains in the law firm as
"Of Counsel". Now in his retirement years, he hopes to devote time to such things as
fishing, traveling and spending time with his family.

SYLVESTER STEVENS

J

Sylvester Stevens was born in Loris in 1914. He worked
for J.W. Hardwick for 17 years, delivering furniture and digging graves. Once he was to dig the grave of a man who had
been married three times. One set of children wanted the
deceased buried by their mother, another set of children, by
their mother. It was hassle.
Stevens said, "I dug the grave, then let Mr. Hardwick
settle it."
The following is a clipping from the News and Courier
April 17, 1954, about Sylvester Steven's father:
Isom Stevens, 96, was the oldest resident of Loris and
could remember back to the days of the Civil War.
Funeral services 2:30 p.m. at Mt. Rona Baptist Church by
the Rev. L.S. Stevens. Isom Stevens lived in Horry County all
his life. He could recall when there was nothing but
swampland where Loris now stands. He was a well-known
figure in Loris as an ice cream vendor for more than 20 years
until he was forced to retire in 1936 because of ill health. He
made ice cream himself.
Survivors: two brothers - Jimmie Stevens and Samuel
Stevens of Rt. 2, Tabor City, four sons: Mack C. West,
Sylvester (of Loris), Jay, four daughters, Annie Bell, Ollie
Samuel, Essie More, and Mary Jenerette.
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He recalls Frances Johnson's cafe where the W.F. Cox building is today.
I ·

"For 75¢ you could order a stew beef and rice plate, a fish and rice plate or rice and oil
sausage plate and get all you could eat."
Stevens can often be found on the streets of Loris talking to his friends. If you have
time to chat, he provides some interesting conversation.

GROVER C. SUGGS

I

I

Grover C. Suggs was born March 25, 1895 on Cedar
Lane Farm about four miles from Loris, land which his greatgrandfather, Charles Suggs, settled before the Revolution.
His parents were Lorenzo Dow and Jeanette Cox Suggs. He
grew up at Cedar Lane Farm, attended Dothan Grammar
S_chool in North Carolina, Tabor City High School and the
University of South Carolina where he studied business administration. Suggs served in the infantry in France during
World War I.
Grover Suggs met Irene Mullinix, daughter of the Rev.
J .L. Mullinix, a Methodist minister originally from
Pendleton, when her father was pastor of the Loris Methodist
Church. They were married Dec. 23, 1924 and had two
children, Margaret Elizabeth (Mrs. E.W. Prince, Jr.) and
Edward Carlisle.
Suggs was in the sawmill business for a short time, then
went into business with Ben Butler, who had earlier opened
the Sanitary Market on Main Street (then Patterson St.) where the Sentinel office is now
located. After a short time he bought out Butler. He and Irene operated it until January,
1947, when Vernon Hardee became his partner. In 1950 they expanded the store into what
had been the old post·office. This gave them entrances on Main Street and on Railroad
Avenue. In 1954 they became part of the Red and White chain. In 1962 Suggs bought
Hardee out and continued to operate it until his death on July 29, 1965. Mrs. Suggs continued to operate it until the fall of 1966, when the store closed after having been in business
since the 1920s.
When Suggs wasn't busy weighing and packaging meats and vegetables at his grocery,
he was busy planning how to produce more and better crops, especially grain, on his farm
about five miles from Loris in the Allsbrook section. His love for the land and growing and
working crops had grown from his youth. His father told the story that going to town on
Saturday was a family treat, but young Grover usually refused to go because there was work
that needed to be done in the fields. Throughout his life his main hobby was work,
whether on the farm, at the sawmill, at the grocery store, in the church, or whatever ask
came to hand.
A progressive agriculturist, he purchased for $7 ,000 the first cotton picking machine in
the area.
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Suggs has been recognized for his work and interest in building the Loris United
Methodist Church on Broad Street. He served as steward and trustee of the church. He was
also a Mason, member of the American Legion and V.F.W. and the Lions Club.
A familiar figure in Loris for many years, this quiet, practical-minded businessman was
seldom known to tell a joke, but those who really knew him, knew that a pleasant disposition was underneath the solemn appearance.

J.R. SUGGS
As a boy]. Robert Suggs slipped away from•home to
work as a mechanic's helper in a local garage. In 1924-25 he
was stock auditor for Ford Motor Company, Jacksonville, FL.
He declined offers to work with Ford Motor Company in
foreign countries .
He was transferred to Charlotte, NC, where he worked
until his father's death. Returning to Horry County, he
engaged in farming and other interests until 1938.
In 1934 Suggs was employed as sales manager by the
late Col. H.L. Buck of Conway, who owned the Chevrolet
dealership in Loris. Early in 1935 Suggs elected to go into
business for himself. He organized the first Dodge-Plymouth
agency in Loris, despite the discouraging predictions of his
friends. Suggs Motor Exchange first located in the old Mishoe building.
In 1940 he organized Suggs Pontiac Company, the first Pontiac dealership in Loris. He
moved to the old Webster Ford dealership building owned by Charles D. Prince. When this
building was sold to F.F. Floyd during World War II, Suggs moved to the Mishoe garage.
Realizing the need for a modern building, Suggs built the building which still houses the
Pontiac dealership. During a long and active career of community service Suggs was on
numerous agriculture committees, the City Council, the County Board of Commissioners,
chairman of the welfare board for seven years, served as president of the Civitan Club,
master of Masonic Lodge 205, and helped organize the Chamber of Commerce and served
as its president. He was a member of Loris Baptist Church.
Suggs married Thelma Babb of Princeton, SC, and had two children, Johnny and Barbara. He died Aug. 28, 1960. The family continued to run Suggs Motors until 1970. Mrs .
Suggs still resides in their home on Main Street.
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LORENZO DOW SUGGS
Born at Cedar Lane Farm on Sept . 30, 1867, Lorenzo
Dow Suggs was the youngest son of William Suggs and Anna
Jane Reaves . He spent his entire ninety-five years (d. Aug.
21, 1962) on the land in Bayboro Township where his grandfather, Charles had settled in the pre-American Revolutionary
period .
Suggs loved the land and became a very successful
farmer and was widely known over the Carolinas. He was a
pioneer in tobacco planting, lettuce, strawberries, cucumbers,
soybeans and bell pepper. In growing lettuce, he developed
wide commercial markets in Richmond and Baltimore and
later in the Carolinas and Georgia. In later years he planted
his seven hundred thirty-two acre farm in corn, soybeans,
wheat and oats, developing a market for the sale of seeds
from his crops that were in demand by principal seed dealers.
While Suggs was sawmilling and farming, there were nine families who lived and
worked on the farm. After he stopped sawmilling seven families continued to make their
home at Cedar Lane Farm, planting and harvesting the crops. It was during this time that
tokens were used to pay for work done on the farm. These tokens were made of brass. On
one side they bore the name "L.D. Suggs, Loris, S.C." and on the other the dollar value
and the words "Good for in Merchandise". They were graduated in size from the smallest
5¢, through 10¢, 25¢, and 50¢, to the largest $1.00 coin. Suggs operated a commissary on
the farm which carried many useful items -- food, candy, clothing, shoes, etc. -- and the
tokens were used to buy the supplies that the families needed .
A pioneer in modern farming and horticulture, Suggs was one of the first citizens of
Horry County to buy a tractor and harvesting machine.
About the late 1920s he started growing amaryllis as a hobby. Grown from seeds,
plants took three years to reach flowering stage. Suggs put stakes by the largest, most
beautiful blooms and saved seeds from them to plant and make better, more beautiful
flowers. He grew several acres of amaryllis. Blooming plants were dug to take to markets in
North and South Carolina. People came from near and far to the farm to buy these bulbs
for their own yards. He got a great deal of pleasure during the blooming season in April
and May from picking blooms and sharing them with friends, churches and schools for
graduation.
Suggs was interested in helping worthy young men acquire an education, especially
those peparing for the ministry. He was a devoted member of Iona Methodist Church all of
his life and served on the Board of Stewards for many years.
L.D. Suggs was active in the community. He pulled one of the first telephone lines
from Cedar Lane Farm to the depot in Allsbrook. At that time he was sawmilling and
needed to be able to order train cars to carry his timber to market.
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In January, 1893, Suggs married Jeanette Cox, daughter of William and Charity Cox
from the Simpson Creek community. They became parents of nine children. Their four sons
were W. Kenneth, Grover C., Worth B. and L.D . Suggs, Jr.; their five daughters, Mrs. L.L.
(Emma) Hughes, Mrs. R.E. (Birdie) Naugher, Mrs. Boyd (Dalma) Ludlam, Mrs. Joe E.
(Grace) Carter and Mrs . D.A. Oanet) Harrelson. Mrs. Suggs died in June 1940.

D

OPAL SUGGS
The day the doors opened at Loris Community Hospital in May, 1950, Opal Suggs
became a vital part of Loris Community Hospital. She has seen it grow from a 23-bed
hospital to a 130 bed hospital not including the forty bed Extended Care Facility across the
street.
From the beginning Mrs. Suggs served in numerous capacities. She was in charge of the
business office . While serving in this position she not only managed the business office but
did other administrative duties. She has served as interim administrator and as an administrative assistant. In 1971 she became personnel director and served in this capacity until August, 1987. Due to health reasons it was necessary for her to step down from this
posmon.
Mrs. Suggs has seen numerous changes in the hospital and she says, "Mostly for the
better". She said, "It is hard to conceive the changes in medical technology and equipment
in the past thirty-eight years." She is grateful for the opportunity to have had some part in
the physical growth of the hospital as well as growth in services.
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DR. JOHN D. 1HOMAS
Dr. John D. Thomas, Sr.
was born in rural Blenheim,
South Carolina, February 16,
1890. He attended Clemson
University for one year and
received, his medical degree
from the Medical University of
South Carolina in Charleston,
South Carolina in 1912. (In
those days it was called the
Medical College of The State
of South Carolina.)
When he first came to
Loris he lived in the old Derham house at Green Sea. Sometime between his first time practicing in Horry County and
his return to the county he married Claudia McQueen of Loris. They had three children,
Price, Carolyn and John D., Jr.
After a short time in Loris he went to Lumber Bridge, NC and served as a physician for
the lumber mill where he used a hand car for travel.
He returned to Loris and was one of the instigators and part-owner of Gateway Drug
which was located on Railroad Street. His office was in the back of the building. He treated
patients, filled prescriptions and then he helped his wife Claudia at the soda fountain.
Records show that he andJ.W. (Bubb) Mishoe applied for a narcotic license October 22,
1926. The records also show that the Gateway stock was transferred to Dr. J.D. Thomas, Sr.
and Herman Gore, Pharmacist, in 1928. Some time later the partnership was dissolved and
Dr. Thomas opened an office over Wolpert's Department Store. Several years later he built
an office next to his home on the corner of Main and Broad Streets.
The mode of transportation in those days was horse and buggy. In fact, on the front of
his office hung a sign which read, Horse and Buggy Doctor. This sign was indicative of how
he started out. There were no hospitals, so it was necessary many times for him to make
home visits, sometimes as far away as Myrtle Beach. His son, Dr. Thomas, Jr., recalls a time
when his father had a patient who needed surgery. He, along with the patient, took the
train from Loris to Chadbourn and then changed trains and went to Mcleod Infirmary in
Florence for the surgery.
Money was scarce and farming was the main source of income. Most people paid the
doctor with fresh vegetables, chickens, hogs or whatever was available on the farm, or paid
the bill when they sold the crops (usually in the fall).
With the invention of cars, Dr. Thomas, Sr. was the proud owner of the second car in
Loris. His son, Dr. Thomas, Jr., recalls his dad pouring hot water in the radiator to thaw it.
Anti-freeze had not been discovered. Dr. Thomas, Sr. was a dedicated physician in Loris for
sixty years and earned respect from those who he cared for and worked with. The name
"Dr. John" still lingers on the lips of those who knew him and has been transferred to his
son, John D.,Jr.
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DR. JOHN D. THOMAS, JR.
Dr. Thomas Sr.'s son, Dr. John D . Thomas, Jr. said "As
a young boy I had a desire to become a doctor. Through the
years seeing my father provide health care to those in need
gave me inspiration to pursue a degree in medicine". As a
result he attended and graduated in 1941 from The Citadel
in Charleston and in 1944 from The Medical University of
South Carolina with a degree in medicine . During his
medical training, December 31, 1943, he marriedJuleen
Bryan of Raleigh, NC.
After medical school he attended McLeod Infirmary for
rotating internship . Dr. Thomas returned to Loris in
February, 1947, and practiced with his father seven years . He
recalls carrying boots in his car in those days because many
times the roads were impassable by car and they would have
to walk a distance to the homes.
During his early years in Loris many opportunities came from Chadbourn, Myrtle Beach
and other areas, but he decided to stay with his dad. Dr. Thomas practiced medicine in
Loris three years prior to the hospital opening. He continued to do some home deliveries
after the hospital opened. In 1951 Gloria Fowler, R.N. came to work with the doctor after
working at Loris Community Hospital a short while. "Mrs. Fowler has been a vital part of
my practice and continues to work with me in caring for those who are sick", says Dr.
Thomas, Jr. In 1954 he decided to open his own offices on Casey Street where he continues
to practice medicine today.
Through the years he has had to continue his medical training. He spent three months
as a Resident Physician in Obstetrics/Gymecology under Dr. Zeigler in Florence . He has
been a member of The American Academy of Family Practice since November, 1949. This
association requires regular post-graduate training to retain membership.
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CHARLEY WATSON
•lli-i Charley Watson was born Dec. 8, 1888 in Green Sea to Nettie

andJames Thomas Watson. As a young man he came to Loris
and for many years worked for Dan W. Hardwick as manager
of his warehouse. He was a faithful, honest employee and so
. . ____, · dependable that for weeks at the time the men in the front office, Dan Hardwick, Thelben Milligan and Tom Stanley, did
not have to check on the warehouse operation. When carloads
of fertilizer came in by train or uuck, he took care of it. When
farmers came to the warehouse to pick up supplies, he took
care of them.
Watson was instrumental in getting the first black school
in Loris. Land for it was given by the J.C. Bryant family.
During the depression Watson mortgaged everything he had
to keep the black school open. Watson Training School was named for him.
Watson was highly respected in the town of Loris for his efforts on behalf of his community. He married Carrie Gussie Graham and they had seven sons and five daughters, of
whom all but one (Flora) survived him. They are James Thomas, Charlie Braxton, Frank D .,
Mrs. Leatha Grate, Fred D ., John W ., all of Loris, Mrs. Mable Edge of North Myrtle Beach,
Mrs. Myrtle Patrick, Herman, and Mrs. Gussie Mae Cogdell of Trenton.

GEORGE WILBOURN MONTGOMERY WATSON, A.B., B.D.
George W .M. Watson is the son of Bright and Georgiana Lewis Watson. He was born
in the Green Sea section of Horry County, the first son after six older girls, so to his mother
he was a very special child. Later on another boy and two more girls were born to this
umon.
He sensed early that there was something different about himself. As soon as he learned
to read, he wanted to read the Bible. His mother even scolded him ~or using the Bible so
often. She was afraid he would tear it up or wear it out. He often climbed up on a tree
stump to preach. As he grew, he understood that the hand of God was upon him in an
unusual way and that he was destined for a life in the service of the Lord. He was convened
and baptized into Silent Grove Church. He surrendered to the call at the age of eighteen.
His first pastorate was at Union Baptist, Brooksville, where he worked for two years. His
next pastorate at Iron Hill Baptist Church, Tabor City, NC, was very challenging for it was a
church without a place to worship. The congregation held services under a tobacco barn with
burlap sheets to keep out the cold and rain. Finally, a small church was built on land bought
from Mrs. Maggie DeWitt and Mr. Smith .
Feeling the need for more training, he enrolled at Benedict College, Columbia, and attended almost a year before he had to return home. Still determined to get more schooling,
he later attended Morris College where he finished high school and earned Bachelor of Arts
and Bachelor of Divinity degrees. He also attended a seminar at American Baptist Assembly,
Greenlake, WI.
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The Rev. Watson has been president of the Ministers Alliance at Morris College and a
trustee of that school, president of Horry County Improvement Association, clerk of Kingston
Lake Executive Board, moderator of Kingston Lake Union, vice-president of the Sunday
School Convention, vice moderator and moderator of Kingston Lake Association, and he has
helped to organize the Women's Convention, the Deacons Union, Ushers Convention and
Ministers' Wives Alliance. He is a past member of the Foreign Mission Board of the National
Baptist Convention and a past member of the Executive Board of the Baptist Education and
Missionary Convention of South Carolina. He is also a member of the Odd Fellows.
The Rev. Watson has traveled and preached in many states and made a missionary tour
of Japan for the Foreign Mission Board. He has been very active in denominational affairs on
the local, state and national levels.
He regards his crowning achievement the organization of Second Baptist Church, Loris,
though he was confined to a wheelchair. He retired from that pastorate in October 1984, but
still preaches whenever and wherever he is invited.

DR. FORREST BROOKS WHITTINGTON
One of the influential residents of Loris during the last
half of its first century was Dr. F.B. Whittington. Dr. Whittington was an educator, farmer and merchant who invested
most of his life in the Loris and Horry County area.
Dr. Whittington was born August 25, 1906 in Dillon
County to B.F. and Mabel H. Whittington. In 1912 his
family moved to Horry County, where he attended the
public schools, graduating from Green Sea High School.
Dr. Whittington worked his way through Clemson College, earning a Bachelor of Science in entomology in 1931.
His graduate studies were completed at Ohio State University
where he earned a Master of Science and a Doctor of
Philosophy degrees in entomology. During his doctoral
studies, Dr. Whittington served as an assistant professor of entomology at the University of
Maryland, published numerous technical articles in the journal of Economic Entomology
and was listed in Who's Who in American Men of Science.
Dr. Whittington became Capt. Whittington from May of 1942 through November of
1945 as he served in the Pacific Theater of World War Ii. Capt. Whittington commanded
the 25th Malarial Survey Unit of the U.S. Army Medical Service Corps. During this period
of military service he married Evelyn Rhodes of Estill. After his discharge, the Whittingtons
returned to Loris, making it thereafter their permanent home.
Dr. Whittington was perhaps best known for his work as an elementary school principal
in the Horry County public school system . He was also a partner in The Globe, a clothing
store located on Main Street in Loris. His farming interests included Bluefield Farm, a
cultivated blueberry farm operated with his brother, Boyd B. Whittington. He also owned
tracts of land in Horry County which he managed for production of pine pulp and timber.
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Dr. Whittington gave himself willingly to public service . He was elected president of
both the Loris Civitans and the Loris Chamber of Commerce. In 1951 he was elected as a
member of the S.C. State House of Representatives from Horry County. A faithful member
of the First Baptist Church of Loris, he was a member of the adult choir and was chairman
of the Board of Deacons.
Following his retirement in 1972, Dr. Whittington remained active in church and civic
affairs and pursued his varied hobbies which included coin and stamp collecting, hunting
and fishing . After the death of his wife in 1977, he married Florene G. Gore of Loris. In
his latter years Dr. Whittington devoted himself to his family and friends . At his death in
January 11, 1987 he was survived by his widow, Mrs. Florene G. Whittington, his two
children, Forrest M. Whittington and Elizabeth W. Tyner, and five grandchildren.
Dr. Whittington's influence will be felt for many years to come as Loris moves into its
second century. He and many other public spirited citizens contributed much to the educational and economic progress seen in the Loris area over the past fifty years.

ROBERT WOLPERT
Robert Wolpert was born in New York City and at the
age of two, his family moved to Lake City, S.C. He lived
there until 1927 when at the age of eleven, his family moved
to Loris.
Mr. Wolpert's first memories of Loris are the Delco
lights, medicine shows and Mother Goose poppers.
A Loris Hardware and Furniture Company owned by
Dollie and J.M. Felder was located on the corner of Main and
Meeting streets, where the Loris Texaco Station now stands.
This building was partitioned and Robert's parents, Katie
and Bernard Meyer Wolpert, opened a dry goods store there.
The entrance faced the railroad .
Robert recalls a mother and her small child standing in
front of the store; the train was at a stand-still only a few yards away. Suddenly the conductor blew the shrill whistle. The youngster was so frightened , she ran into the store and hid
among the racks of clothes. It took an extensive search before the little girl was found .
The Mother Goose and Buster Brown Shoe Companies gave toy "poppers" as a gimmick to encourage the sales of their shoes. The "popper" was a small metal toy which, held
in the hand and pressed with two fingers, made a "popping" sound like the noise of a
cricket. One resident of Loris still remembers receiving the toy as a child.
In 1930 two stores were built on a lot adjoining the building where Wolpert's Department Store was located . One was rented by Bernard Wolpert and the other by D.O.
Heniford, the owner at that time of Loris Drug Store.
In 1933, Bernard Wolpert moved his store across the street where the Soda Shop is
located today. Since he was continually looking for a better location for his business, he
finally, in 1935, moved into the building presently occupied by his son, Robert. The store
then was only about half its present size. There was a doctor's office upstairs, which is now
used as a storage room .
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Bernard Wolpert died in 1964 and his wife, Katie, passed in 1973. Through the years
their son, Robert, has continued the business, offering friendly, courteous service to meet the
needs of his customers. He travels to New York, Charlotte and Atlanta on buying trips for
merchandise. Salesmen also show their wares at his store. He presently employs seven people.
In the late 1950s Robert remembers moving to a house on Main Street which was then
a dirt road. There were a couple of street lights that operated from someone's Delco plant.

If one wanted to go to the beach, it took one hour to drive to Cherry Grove. Wolpert
remembers changing clothes in Nixon's bathhouse for a 15¢ fee.
Medicine shows came to town selling liniment that was supposed to be a c;ure-all for
rheumatism, backache and a variety of other ailments. They usually parked by the drug
store and set up a stage. They would run a dance contest for the people; someone would
play a banjo and prizes were offered for the winners. This drew a large crowd of people who
came to town in their wagons and who were potential customers for the sales pitch of the
Medicine Man.
Salesmen also came to town selling Castile soap (a pure hard soap made from olive oil
and soda), which was used to cure itching of the scalp . The original price was 25¢ a bar,
but when customers were few , it was reduced to 25¢ for two bars.
_When Robert Wolpert was about 20 years old he traveled to Washington, where he lived
for ten years. During that time he had several jobs, one of them was working in a deli where
he met many interesting people.
While in D.C. he met his first wife, Edith Schwab, who was a resident of Philadelphia.
She was working in D.C. as a clerk with the Department of Commerce. Their two children,
Marvin and Diane, were born in Washington.
In 1946 Robert returned with his family to Loris and went into business with his
parents. At that time the store was half its present size. It was remodeled and expanded to
.
.
its present size.
Wolpert has seen the town grow and the many changes that have come about. He has
witnessed the improvement of the educational system, the opening of new business and the
location of industry in the area. He remembers when lamps were replaced by electricity and
when passenger trains ran through town. In the 20s and 30s people traveled by train from
Chadbourn, NC to Conway. Strawberries were shipped from Loris by rail in refrigerated
trains. Sweet potatoes and string beans were also shipped to the north.
Robert recalls Hurricane Hazel in 1954. He said, "Lots of trees were uprooted around
town and store front windows were blown out."
"One of the most important things that has happened in Loris is the establishment of
our hospital," said Wolpert. "It is an asset to the community and it has a superior staff one that is far above average for a town of this size."
Wolpert thinks the Loris area has some of the finest farmland in South Carolina. There
is much potential for growth in our area, considering the climate and the establishment of
industries locating in the vicinity.
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS, LORIS CHAPTER
By Viola Grainger, Secretary

The Loris Chapter of the American Association of Retired Persons was organized in
1960 in the fellowship hall of the Savings and Loan Building for people over 55 years of
age. Mrs. E.W. Prince, Sr., served as the first president and Mrs. Thurman Boyd was the
first secretary. Others who have served as president are Mrs. Mary Housand, Henry Johnson,
and Johnnie Davis, who is now serving. There are at present 28 members. The chapter
meets at the Coffee Shop every third Wednesday and enjoys good meals, good speakers and
very good fellowship.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
The Loris Post No. 41 of The American Legion was organized in Loris in 1931. The
first commander of the Post was H. Clay Hughes who, in the early years of Post 41's history,
became "Mr. Legionnaire" of this area. He served six years as commander of the Post
(1931-1933 and 1942-1946).
Thurman W. Boyd was another outstanding Legionnaire in the formative years of the
Loris Post. His tenure as commander included the 1933-34 term and the years from 1935
through 1939.
The position of commander was filled by Dr. Preston M. Blanton for the 1934-1935
term. Orian D. Freeman, who became another "Mr. Legionnaire'', was elected commander
in 1939. He served two consecutive terms and served again in 1954-1955.
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During the years of 1941-1942 Sebastian Cabot Stanley filled the position of commander. The following four men held consecutive terms as commander beginning in 1946
and continuing through 1950: Eldred E. Prince, Dr. L.B. Kapps, R.C. Potts, and John
Rankin.
During the second twenty years of Post 41's history George W. Jones, Jr., became an
outstanding Legionnaire. He served as commander from 1950 through 1953 and as Adjutant
from 1955 through 1969.
For the period 1953 through 1958, five men held consecutive terms as Commander:
E.W. Stephens, O.D. Freeman, R.C. Potts, John P. Potter, and Thomas H. Brogden. John
P. Potter was elected again in 1958 and in 1960.
The Post was led by Roscoe Todd in 1959-1960 and again in 1967-1968.
Burnie Alford and Howard Gerald served in this position consecutively for the years
1961 through 1963.
R. C. Potts was another outstanding Legionnaire during the second twenty years of the
Post's history. He served as commander 1963-1965 and had served a prior term mentioned
above.
H.G. Cox, Jr. has made a large contribution to Post 41 by serving four terms as commander (1965-1967; 1979-1981).
In 1968 A.]. Suggs, Jr. was elected Commander and he became an outstanding Legionnaire during the "third twenty year period" of Post 41's history. He gave his time and
talents as commander for five terms from 1968 through 1973 and as adjutant twelve years
1969 through 1972, 1973 through 1979, and 1985 through the 1987-1988 terms.
During the third twenty year period another member of Post 41 entered the ranks of
"Outstanding Legionnaire". He was Liston T. McDowell, whose tenure as commander consisted of three years (1973-1974; 1974-1975; 1975-1976). His tenure as adjutant began with
the 1979-1980 term and continued through the 1984-1985 years.
There was a third member of Post 41 whose name must be listed with the "Greats" of
the third twenty year period . He is B. Frank Boyd. He assumed the leadership of Post 41
beginning with the 1976-1977 term and continued through the 1978-1979 term . He accepted this position again in 1981-1982 and continued through the 1984-1985 term.
Commander John N. Marlowe served two terms (1985-1986 and 1986-1987). He contributed much time, effort, and money toward increasing membership and having Ladies
Night on a regular basis.
John W. Mishoe accepted the office of commander on September 14, 1987.
The office of adjutant is second to commander in importance in leadership roles in the
local American Legion Posts. Since the inception of Post 41 in 19 31 to the present twelve
men have held this office.
Jesse P. Hickman was adjutant for two terms (1931-1932; 1932-1933). Davis 0.
Heniford, prominent in Legionnaire work during the first twenty year period, served as adjutant for nine terms (1933-1934 and 1941-1942).
Thurman W . Boyd , who was mentioned above as commander, served three consecutive
terms as adjutant (1942-1943 ; 1943-1944; 1944-1945).
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Ernest L. Graham, Dallas A. Mackey, Roosevelt V. Watson, and Arthur H. McQueen
held the position of adjutant for four consecutive terms (1945-1946 to 1948-1949).
Another member of Post 41 who made a valuable contribution during the second
twenty year period was]. Horace Graham. He was elected adjutant beginning with the
1949-1950 term and continuing through the 1954-1955 term.
George W. Jones's tenure as adjutant from the 1955-56 term through the 1968-1969
period has been mentioned as have. The tenures of A.J. Suggs, Jr. for twelve years, and
Liston T. McDowell for five.
John N. Hardee held the position for one term 1972-1973 .
The American Legion Building, located on Highway 9 in west Loris, was built in 1949
and has served well as a meeting place for the Loris Post and for many other groups needing
a place for activities of various kinds.
Post No. 41 has had one member, O.D. Freeman, who was elected Department Commander of South Carolina in 1951-1952. Prior to his election, he had been an outstanding
Legionnaire of this Post. He served as Commander of Post 41 for three years, was a member
of the executive committee for fifteen years, and acted as Post service officer during this
period.
Twice, Freeman was a delegate to the National Convention, in Chicago in 1945 and in
New York in 1947. For two years he served as 14th District commander. In this capacity he
organized the District's American Legion basketball teams and took an outstanding team to
the National Tournament in Indiana in 1947 .
Freeman was a member of the 40 and 8 and in 1950 was Chef de Gare of Waccamaw
Voiture 1316. O.D. Freeman, through his many contributions and honors, played a big part
in making Loris Post No. 41 an outstanding post.
The American Legion has made a big contribution to education and the Loris Post has
been involved in some activities of this type. For example, at the National Convention held
in Minneapolis, MN in 1919 the National Americanism Commission of the American
Legion was created. Its purpose was to promote "100% Americanism" in our nation. As a
part of this ideal the local Posts of the American Legion sponsor Boys' State, Boys' Nation,
Oratorical Contests, baseball, and in some departments - Law Enforcement Programs. Post
41 has been very active in Boys' Stae. The Post has sent severl outstanding Junior Class boys
to this activity for years. Now the local Post is sending four boys to this event.
The Legion's interest in education doesn't stop at the secondary level. It continues into
post-secondary education with the publishing of the annually revised "Need A Lift?" along
with other pertinent scholarship information. The local Post has helped sponsor this
publication in the libraries and guidance offices of the schools.
On a national and departmental level, many scholarship opportunities are offered by
the American Legion. Information on these is included in "Need A Lift?" A local boy is
receiving help at the present time from an American Legion Scholarship.
Through the 56 years of Loris Post 41's history, it has remained faithful to the ideals of
Americanism, betterment of the community, maintaining a viable national and local school
system, and well-rounded experiences for all of America's youth .
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, POST NO. 41
The American Legion Auxiliary of Post 41 was organized in 1940 and received its
charter March 10 1940. THere were thirty-one charter members: Irene Suggs, Rose Springs,
Katherine H. Heniford, Priscilla L. Moir, Alice Boyd, Ruth Freeman, Emma Harrelson,
Mildred Jones, Brookie Rankin, Daisy Stanley, Louise McKinney, Virginia Freeman, Ann
Freeman , Catherine Heniford, Ann S. Hickman, Betty Moir, Ada Maude Hath , Emmeline
Jones, Margaret Suggs, Lis Boyd, May P. Cox. Alston Prince , Joanne Prince , Jean Prince,
Eva S. Long, Janie Graham, Essie B. Rogers, Ruth P. Hardee, Laura H. Graham and Birdie
S. Naugher. The first president was Mrs . Irene Suggs.
Some of the programs sponsored by the Auxiliary have been Americanism , children
and youth , civil defense , community service, education and scholarships, Girls' State , national security, membership, poppy, and veterans' affairs and rehabilitation.
The American Legion Auxiliary members constitute the largest patriotic organization of
women in history. Its fundamental purpose is to help build a stronger America and to inspire in all women a feeling of devoted patriotism.

BOY SCOUTS, TROOP 847
Left to Right: O. D . Freeman, Dr. W.K. Rogers, Boyd Ford, Jr., Homer Harrelson, Jr.,
Chuck Lewis, unidentified, Larry Floyd, Douglas Gore, A. Ben Todd, Buddy Hardwick,
Beecy Prince CT. B. Prince, III), Victor G. Spivey, unidentified.
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CONCERNED CITIZENS OPERATION REACH-OUT
In May of 1980, a group of Horry County citizens met at the phased out Sweet Home
School. The purpose of this meeting was to discuss a situation, involving a sick mother, her
son and a highway patrolman, which was known as the Liza Carolina Incident.

The Carolinas were residents of the Longs Community here in Horry County. Mrs.
Carolina was the victim of a heart attack; her son James Carolina Jr. was taking her to
Grand Strand Hospital in Myrtle Beach. On the way he was stopped by a state highway
patrolman and ordered out of the car. He was arrested, charged with reckless driving and
taken to jail; leaving his sick mother and his family at the scene, where his mother died .
Many local citizens concerned themselves with this matter of deprivation and injustice.
The leaders in the effort were Herman Watson, the Rev . Franklin Reaves, Elmore Bellamy
and others . They began to search and make contact, although unorganized at that time. As
the case went through court, it seemed that justice did not prevail.
InJanuary, 1981, this group began to concentrate on organizing. In February it met
and discussed plans for naming the organization. After a lengthy and profound study a
committee consisting of Edward Frinks, Lonnie Stanley and Eulice Gore was formed to
name the organization. This committee was chaired by Stanley. The group met approximately three weeks later and named the organization. The Concerned Citizens Operation
Reach Out Officers elected were: Herman Watson, President; Eulice Gore, Vice President;
Ms. Julia Williams, Secretary; Elmore Bellamy, Treasurer; and the Rev. Christopher Robinson, Chaplain.
A committee appointed to formulate the by-laws for the organization was chaired by
Allen Connor.
In April, 1981, the organization received its charter. From that time it has operated as
a non-profit organization and encouraged membership of all persons concerned with helping others .
The objective and purpose of the organization is to foster the needs of the people and
to reach out aid the people in our county and state who are deprived, less fortunate and victims of injustice.
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D01HAN (NC) JilGH SCHOOL
Dothan High School was known as one of the best schools in the Horry CountyColumbus County (NC) area during the early years of the twentieth century. This picture is
of the student body about 1911. Many were identified by Grace Bellamy Sawyer (48) and
Emma Suggs Hughes (36) on Oct. 7, 1987. Among the other Loris area residents were
Grover C. Suggs (1), long-time Loris businessman, and Kenneth Suggs, prominent Conway
attorney (4), both of whom were brothers of Emma Suggs Hughes.
Beginning at top left, they are (1) Grover Suggs, (2) A.G . Cox, (3) Edwin Cox, (4)
Kenneth Cox, (5) Glenn Foy Holmes, (6) Rufus Butler, (7) Spurgeon Stanley, (8) unidentified, (9) Dewey Suggs, (10) Mathew Suggs, (11) Beulah Prince, (12) Edna Stanley, (13)
Glenn Marlowe, (14) unidentified, (15) Allen Cox, (16) Mollie Bell Holmes, (17) Penny
Suggs, (18) Maggie Suggs, (19) Eula Butler, (20) Viola Butler, (21) unidentified, (22) Retha
Suggs, (23 and 24) unidentified, (25) F.O. Cox(?), teacher, (26)John Needham Cox,
teacher, (27) Ruth Williams, (28) Grady Marlowe, (29) Bryan Marlowe, (30) Bruce Cox, (31)
Mary Suggs, (32) Mary Marlowe, (33) unidentified, (34) Alma Leggette, (35) Ila Legette,
(36) Emma Suggs, (37) James Marlowe, (38) unidentified, (39) Lee Porter, (40) unidentified, (41) Ivey Marlowe, (42) Emory Marlowe, (43) unidentified, (44) Vera Butler, (45)
Katie Marlowe, (46) Eunice Marlowe, (47) Bertie Suggs, (48) Grace Bellamy, (49)Jaclyn
Cox, (50 and 51) unidentified, (52) Clarice Marlowe, (53 and 54) unidentified.
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EBONY GARDEN CLUB

By Mrs. Daisy M. Nichols, Historian, and Mrs. Patricia Lewis

The Ebony Garden Club (originally Garden Club 101, renamed in 1974) had its beginning in the year 1963, when a group of interested ladies met in the home of Mrs. Rachel
Cooper for organizational purposes.
Mrs. Halestine Gould was elected president and served until 1967. Mrs. Rhodie Bailey
was elected president in 1967, but resigned. Mrs. Rachel Cooper served until 1968. Mrs.
Janie Chandler, elected in 1968 served until 1972; Ms. Fannie M. Watson, 1972 until 1975;
Mrs. Halestine Gould, 1975 until 1978; and Ms. Fannie M. Watson, again elect~d in 1978
has served until the present.
Our dues have increased from twenty-five cents (25¢) to $2.00 per month.
A. To promote sisterly love by showing acts of kindness and understanding toward
each other.
B. To motivate women who are lovers of flowers to improve their yards.
"Commune with Nature and Commune with God."
CLUB'S MOTTO:
Sing While You Work
THEME:
Yellow and White
CLUB COLORS
Chrysanthemum
CLUB FLOWER:
We have twenty-two active members. We have hostesses of the month, and our
monthly meetings are held in the homes of the membership.
Activities during the year are:
• Yard Beautification
• Flower Arrangements by members and/ or invited Resource Persons
• Recreation Hour for Community Children (Example: Easter egg hunt, etc.
• Raffles - Items made and donated by the members
• Christmas Party - Invited guest
• Family Outings with covered dishes
• Senior Citizens Projects (Mothers and Fathers Day gifts and flowers)
• Participate in Christmas Parade
• Christmas Program in the churches of membership
• Tour Christmas decorated homes. This idea was initiated by Mrs. Ann Moss in 1984.
• Each year we publish a Year Book
EBONY GARDEN CLUB POEM
By Mrs. Daisy M. Nichols
1. Listen friends and you will hear
How our garden club was started;
In 196 3, we organized,
Since then we've never parted .
2. The objectives were to improve your yards,
With flowers to plant and sow.
Hearts can make their gardens,
Under the Snow.
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3.

4.

5.

6.

Its membership is now open.
To every Sue, Jane, and Sal,
And every year we pull names
To get a secret Pal.
During the year, we send presents,
For birthdays, anniversaries, and such,
To let the pals know we think of them.
And gifts add an extra touch.
At Christmas time the year climax
Oh! what joyous feeling!
We gather eagerly to hear.
The secret Pal's revealing.
Oh! won't you come join us!
We'll gladly take you in,
It will make our chain much stronger,
And whatever we start we'll win.

Officers are: President, Ms. Fannie M. Watson; Vice President, Mrs. Melvina Lewis;
Secretary, Mrs. Ruby G. Nichols; Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Halistine Gould; Treasurer, Mrs .
Maude Dewitt; Program Chairperson, Mrs. Melzetta Gore; Co-Chairperson Program, Mrs.
Patricia Lewis; Social Chairperson, Mrs. Clara Vereen; Historians, Mrs. Daisy M. Nichols and
Mrs. Patricia Lewis; Chaplain, Mrs. Mary F. Swinton; and Christmas Tour Advisor, Mrs.
Ann Moss.

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA AND VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
The agricultural industry in the United States during the past century has been involved
in one major change after another and has been noted as the most developed industry in existence. Due to the fast and constant development in production techniques, the U.S . Congress in 1917 passed the Smith-Hughes Act that made provisions for the educating of college
and high school students in the field of agriculture. This act not only allowed for the
establishment of land grant colleges, such as Clemson University, but also high school
agricultural programs such as the one at our school here in Loris.
Vocational Agriculture and The Future Farmers of America Organization have a long
history within the Loris School system. For sixty-four years, Loris High School has offered
agricultural training for boys and girls to learn more about improved production technology,
mechanics, leadership, and management. Recently, a reunion of the agricultural teachers was
held to reminisce over the history of the agricultural program and the FFA.
The agricultural program at Loris High School started under the guidance of R.E.
Naugher (deceased) in 1923 along with the organization of the Loris Chapter of the Palmetto
Future Farmers. Naugher, a quiet, athletic gentleman from Mississippi, taught a strong,
disciplined agricultural production course within the program. He was greatly instrumental in
the introduction of sweet potatoes into Horry County Agriculture. After leaving Loris in 1934,
Naugher became the Assistant U.S. Commissioner of Vocational Education in Washington.
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In 1928, the Palmetto Future Farmers joined eighteen other states in Kansas City, to
establish the Future Farmers of America Organization to unify agricultural programs
throughout the United States. The Loris Organization joined at this time and has had a shining history ever since.
In 1930, J.H. Yon, who still lives in Loris, came on board to assist Naugher in training
leaders for our agricultural community. Yon holds the distinction of teaching the First Girls'
Agricultural Class in the United States and in 1931 having the first competitive team from
the Loris FFA Chapter to attend a national judging competiton, dairy judging in Saint Louis.
While talking of his days as agricultural teacher in Loris, Yon recalled the fact that Loris had
no paved roads or rural electricity. These were two things that he put his efforts toward getting established, along with livestock improvement through the establishment of a duroc pig
chain. After leaving Loris High School, he became a district consultant for vocational
agriculture in South Carolina.
In 1933, S.F. Horton joined the staff as the third agriculture teacher. Horton greatly emphasized scholarship and scholastic ability in the students of his program. Gilbert Hardee, a
student of Yon attended the National FFA Convention in Kansas City, being noted as the
first representative from the Loris FFA Chapter. Yon operated a very competitive program and
had many outstanding accomplishments.
George C. Cooper (1941-1954) at the same time was operating a very good black
agricultural program at Finklea High School. Cooper recalled being not only the agriculture
teacher, but also the principal, janitor, maintenance man and anything else that came along.
"Tobacco was the king crop of the area, but we tried to encourage our black farmers to turn
to vegetable production as a new style of life."
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1945 brought the end of World War II and Lewis Carter to the Loris Agriculture Program. Carter, a product of R.E . Naugher's Agricultural Program, came on board to head up
the Veterans Agricultural Training Program to help young men returning to become
sounder and more qualified agricultural producers. He was also instrumental in the Simpson
Creek and Buck Creek drainage projects.

L.L. Lewis joined Carter in 1949 working with both youth and adult programs. Lewis
recalled that teaching agriculture was more than a regular job in that it entailed working
from seven until and working six and sometimes seven days a week. He also recalled the
cooperative nature of the citizens of Loris and how many of his former students went on to
become local and state leaders in the agricultural field. Lewis left Loris three years later
along with Carter to become a District Vocational Agricultural Consultant and later to
become the State Director of Vocational Education.
In 1951, Joe McCormick came to Loris to replace Lewis. McCormick developed his
agricultural program around production and agricultural mechanics. During his years with
the agricultural program here in Loris, he had numerous award winners and state officers in
the FFA Program.
In 1946 John Rankin was hired by Lewis Carter to operate the Loris Veterans Program
and in 1951 to join with McCormick in the operations of the total agricultural program .
Rankin along with McCormick developed a very successful agricultural program bringing
more and more concentration into the area of farm business management and agri-business.
Their efforts together produced numerous State and National Contest winners with several
of their students being noted throughout the State and National today as strong agricultural
leaders. Together, they were jointly nominated as the Loris Jaycees Teacher of The Year in
1965. They were also the chapter leaders of the Loris Young Farmers Chapter that was
recognized several times during the sixties as the outstanding state young Farmers Program.
Together, they also worked toward the establishment of a productive agricultural pig chain
to promote improvement of the swine industry in the Loris area.
Rankin noted that the biggest honor that he achieved while working at Loris High
School was in October of 1970 at the Forty-Third National FFA Convention. He was awarded the honorary American Farmers Degree. This award is earned by agricultural teachers on
a point system basis of job accomplishments within the field . Rankin served the Loris
Agricultural Department as instructor for thirty years before retiring in 1976.
Wilson Rankin came on board to take over the program operations upon the retirement
of his brother John in 1976. Wilson Rankin had already served as agriculture teacher at Loris
High School in 1971 and 1972 before returning to the Green Sea School. While at Loris
High, he had numerous award winning teams while earning the love and admiration of all
the students that he came into contact with. He was a firm believer in the young people of
our community. He realized that different capability levels existed but felt that a lot of
good and potential existed in all young people.
In 1979, Wilson Rankin retired, turning the reins over to a former student, Benjamin
W. Hardee. Hardee received his high school agricultural training under both of the Rankin
brothers and went on to Clemson University to receive a degree in Agricultural Education.
In his eight years at Loris High School Agricultural Department, Hardee has obtained
numerous student honors as well as team honors. "One that I'm really proud of is that in
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eight years, I have sent four state winning soil teams to the international soils judging meet
·in Oklahoma." When interviewed, Hardee stated that teaching high school agriculture
is like having a second family, "because my students are my children." Agriculture is also a
constantly changing field that allows new and promising challenges each and every day. The
FFA gives students a chance to put to use the knowledge that they have obtained in
classroom study.
Teaching agriculture and working with students within the FFA is rewarding with constant challenges as well as achievements. The program at Loris High School has had a lot of
exceptional program leaders and is still meeting challenges, going from a production oriented
program in the early days to a program that now even includes turf management. The
Agricultural Program in conjunction with the FFA allows students to grow in many ability
levels -- leadership, citizenship , cooperation , character, and a feeling of self-confidence . The
Loris Agriculture Program still holds a bright future for its present membership of eighty
students and many more to come .

HORRY COUNTY FARMERS MARKET
In the winter of 1966 a meeting was held at Horry's Restaurant to promote the Horry
County _Farmers Market. It was attended by members of the Horry County Legislative
Delegation, the Horry County Marketing Commission and a number of people interested in
the welfare of the county.
The people attending (L to R) were Ernest Lawrimore, J .H . Yon, Curtis Suggs, Robert
Wolpert, Lloyd B. Bell, B.K. Stabler, Grant Singleton, James Blanton, James Stevens,
Robert Carter, Wendell McCrackin, Winston Vaught, Harvey Graham, Mance Watkins , Bob
Potts and Tom Stanley.
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LORIS BRANCH LIBRARY
As far as available records show, the first public Library in Loris was founded by the
American Legion Auxiliary as one of its civic projects in 1939. Located in the then new
Masonic Hall on Main Street, it was funded for two and a half years by the Works Progress
Administration (WPA). Books were donated by local citizens and by the Lend-a-Hand Book
Mission of Boston, Mass . Mrs. Lila Stevens was the first librarian.
In 1949 after the establishment of the Horry County Memorial Library as a county
system, the library was re-opened as a branch. The Loris Parent-Teacher Association sponsored it and secured a room in the high school to house the collection. Mrs. Mason Shelley
served as the librarian during this period.
Mrs. C.D. Prince was a member of the original Horry County Memorial Library Commission and she interested the Loris Garden Club in providing quarters for the library.
Through the efforts of these clubwomen a room on the second floor of the new Town Hall
was secured and on the evening of November 17, 1952, the Club held a reception formally
opening the branch in its new quarters. Mayor J.D . Duncan spoke and pledged the support
of the town government. Senator-elect Frank A. Thompson, who in an earlier term of office
had written the enabling legislation for the county library system, pledged the support of
the county government.
On the following day the new branch served its first patrons. Mrs. Prince and other
volunteers maintained a schedule of three to five o'clock on Tuesdays, Thursday, and Saturdays and a story hour for children from ten to twelve on Saturday mornings.
Mrs . J.R. Suggs was president of the Loris Garden Club at the time and the other
members of the Library Committee chaired by Mrs . Prince were Mrs . Sam Hickman and
Mrs. B.K. Stabler.
According to the records volunteers served Loris Branch Library from its opening
through the next five years. Mrs. H. C. Milligan became the first paid branch assistant on
February 1, 1958, and the library increased its hours of service to sixteen a week.
Shortly before the resignation of Mrs. Milligan in January, 1962, the hours the library
was open to the public each week were increased to twenty. In February Mrs. Sam (Mitchelle)
Hickman became librarian . It was becoming apparent that many people who might use the
library were put off by the long, steep flight of stairs which they must climb. The room was
becoming overcrowded and tended to be too hot in summer and too cold in winter.
In October 1965 the book collection was moved into an office building at 4131 Main
Street and circulation immediately jumped by 25~ There was room for more books and
patrons were encouraged to walk in as they moved about their errands in stores and offices
nearby. The story hour for children, which had been inaugurated in 1962 by the Loris
Literary and Music Club, continued to be extremely popular. Members of the Club took
turns weekly for almost ten years to read and tell stories to preschoolers .
About the same time informal conversations among interested citizens about a permanent home for the Loris Library were increasing, spurred on in January 1968 by the news
that the County Legislative Delegation had introduced legislation to appopriate $30 ,000 for
a building to house the branch. Representative James P. Blanton was a prime mover in this
action. The bill was passed and according to its terms a committee of Loris citizens was ap161

pointed by the Horry County Memorial Library Commission to oversee the purchase of a lot
and the construction of a building. Each member of the committee had been nominated by
one of the leading civic organizations: B.K. Stabler, who became chairman, by the Loris
Merchants Association; Mrs. J.D. McCormick by the Loris Literary and Music Club and
Charles Hodges by the Loris Jaycees.
On January 17, 1969, the committee purchased land at 4310 Main Street from Miss
Elaine Hughes and Mrs. C.D . Prince for $17 ,000. The site is regarded as one of the best
possible locations in the town for a branch library.
The original appropriation was not sufficient to begin construction after the site has
been purchased, so the County Legislative Delegation appropriated additional money in succeeding years which has been supplemented by funds raised in the community.
On June 30, 1971, Mitchelle Hickman retired after almost a decade of service during
which she personified good library service to the people of the Loris area. She was succeeded
first by Mrs . Ann Porter, who retired for health reasons in 1975, and then by Mrs . Edith
Mincey on October 30, 1975 .
In September 1971, the Horry County Memorial Library reactivated the Loris Library
Committee by appointing Dwight Byrd , Donald Hardee, and Mrs. Bill Wooten, with Mrs.
T.E . Duke and Mrs. J.C. Stanley as alternates . Plans were made for the new building at a
meeting of the Horry County National Bank on the evening of January 31, 1972. All
members and alternates were present, along with Mrs. E. Windell McCrackin, chairman of
the Horry County Memorial Library Commission , and Mrs. Catherine H. Lewis, County
Librarian. Donald Hardee was elected chairman . He was authorized to engage Wallace
Clontz as architect and to see that the old house on the site was sold and removed.
Under the chairmanship of Donald Hardee the Committee and the Horry County
Memorial Library Commissioner for the Loris area , E.E. Prince , began to raise additional
funds for the building fro~ businesses and interested individuals . Arrangements were made
for supervision of the construction to be done by Clarence Cox of the Area II Vocational
School (now renamed Finklea Career Center) . It was also agreed with the school that some
of the needed labor would be supplied by students who would thus gain some valuable onsite experience. Wilson Lovett, principal of Finklea Career Center, is also a member of
the County Library Commission . During this period Dwight Byrd dropped out of the Committee and Frankie Blanton was named to it.
Construction was completed in September, 1976. The branch is an attractive traditional
2800 sq . ft. building which now houses more than 15 ,000 books, audiovisuals and
periodicals . It provides comfortable seating for 25-30 readers. There is offstreet parking, a
book drop for returning materials when the library is closed, and a room which will accommodate story hours or small meetings. The grounds were originally prepared by the Horry
County Public Works Department and planted by the Loris Garden Club.
Loris Branch Library opened the doors of its new building to the public for the first
time on Saturday , October 2, 1976. The Loris Music and Literary Club members acted as
hostesses for the reception held for citizens of the town and visiting dignitaries on November
14, when the keys were officially handed to W . Burroughs Woodward, Chairman of the
Horry County Memorial Library Commission. The program acknowledged gifts from the
Horry County National Bank, the National Bank of South Carolina, Loris Civitan Club ,
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Peoples Savings and Loan, Magrath Insurance Agency, R.E. Naugher, Talon Div. of Textron, Inc. , Town of Loris, Loris Merchants Association, Loris Lions Club, Clarence Cox, Loris
Jaycees and others.
In 1984 Horry County Council authorized a second part-time position for this branch
and Kathleen Stephens was employed on Aug. 15, 1984.

Tiffi LORIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
By Eugene Sasser

A meeting was held Thursday night, July 28, 1932, at Rogers Cafe, Loris, for the purpose of organizing a Chamber of Commerce. The following officers and directors were
elected: H .W. Gore, president; D.O. Heniford, vice president; J.W. Hardwick, secretarytreasurer. The board of directors consisted of R.P . Hardee, Oscar Harrelson, H.C. Hughes
and C.D. Prince.
Also on July 28th C.H. Hardwick, J.H. Yon and Oscar Harrelson were appointed as a
Chamber committee to canvass the businessmen for donations for the purpose of advertising
the Loris tobacco market. The following note was addressed to the tobacco farmers: "We
give you below the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Average for year 1931
of five leading markets are government figures and not ours . Mullins, $9.93; Fair Bluff,
$10. 72; Fairmont, $11.47; Whiteville, $11.67; Loris, $12.38. Loris will operate three
warehouses in 1932 ."
Later, a letterhead, undated, lists the following officers: Charles D. Prince, president;
M.J. Bullock, vice president; J.M . Long, secretary-treasurer.

Another undated letterhead names J.R. Suggs, president; Sam Hickman, first vice
president; L.B. Dawes , second vice president; T.W. Boyd, treasurer; Dallas L. Mackey, executive secretary. The directors were T.W. Boyd, L.B. Dawes, Dan W. Hardwick, Sam
Hickman, H.C. Lewis, J.R. Suggs, J.H. Yon, and SJ. Deery, mayor, ex officio.
Later The Loris Chamber of Commerce became The Loris Merchants Associaiton, Inc.
A letter dated April 12, 1952 urges civic clubs to work with the Loris Merchants
Association to secure a new newspaper to be called The Loris Sentinel.
A certificate dated February 28, 1953 , signed by O .D. Freeman, president, and Fenton
Miller, secretary , certifies Hardwick Fertilizer and Insurance Co. as a member of Loris Merchants Association, Inc.
November 3, 1977 was the date of incorporation of The Loris Merchants and Trade
Association . Officers elected were Singleton Bailey, president; LeGrande Dorman, vice president; and Maxine Dawes , secretary. The certificate of incorporation states that the purpose
of the corporation is to promote business and community plans of a civic, social, business
and cultural nature which a designed to increase the functional and esthetic values of the
community .
The name of the organization was changed again on February 24 , 1983 to The Loris
Chamber of Commerce, Inc. The change was authorized by Directors Edward Boyd, Anne
W. Small, Jimmy D . Nealey, C.F. Spivey, Eugene Mills, Guy C. Williams, Donald F.
Hardee, Eldred E. Prince , Jr. , and Chester Hipp .
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The 1987 officers are Eugene Mills, president; Diane Watts, 1st vice president; Randy
Hardee, treasurer; Eugene Sasser, executive secretary. The directors are Singleton Bailey,
James Clardy, Lary Dawsey, Donnie Gore , Randy Hardee, Stephen Hardee , Pinkie
Housand, Jimmy Nealey, Joe C. Stanley , and Diane Watts.

LORIS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL AND EXTENDED CARE FACILITY
The first tiny seed for the planting of Loris Community Hospital was planted by the late
Dr. W.K. (Wilben) Rogers who suggested at a Loris Civitan meeting in the fall of 1945 that
the community would do well to investigate the possibility of building a hospital. At this
time the only medical facility in the Loris community was the Rogers Clinic. (That building
still exists and is now The Rogers Complex.) The seed came to life November 29, 1945 when
the Civitans appointed a committee to look into the feasibility of such a project. The committee consisted of E.E. Prince, the late D.O. Heniford, and the late Sam Hickman . This committee, along with teams of Civitan members, circulated a petition and acquired more than
4,000 signatures of property owners and voters. The Horry County Delegation introduced a
bill in the South Carolina Legislature that would create a hospital district. The bill, passed
and signed by the Governor in November, 1946, created a hospital district with a board of
five commissioners. The first commissioners were E.W. Prince, Sr., deceased; C.A. Lupo, Sr.,
deceased; L.M. Vaught, deceased; S.F. Horton and E.E. Prince, Sr.
The board with $80,000 of bond money and a four acre tract of land, donated by the
Burroughs and Collins Company, began a long, hard drive to raise other financing necessary
to build the proposed twenty-three bed hospital. The County Delegation provided $15,000.
Private donations amounted to $3 ,000 and the Federal Hill-Burton Fund contributed
matching funds of one-third of the amount of money raised from the other sources. The
stumbling blocks and discouragement were plentiful as the committee was told by one ar164

chitectural firm that more money would be needed. The Duke Endowment turned down a
request for financial help. Another architectural firm was contacted and agreed to build the
hospital within the budget. The total cost of the original building, furnishings and equipment was $157,350.
In just eighteen months the new hospital was complete. One man's dreams had
become a town's reality. On Sunday, Mothers Day, May 14, 1950, four years after the idea
was planted, the institution opened its doors. The hospital opened with twenty-three patient beds. One office took care of admissions, discharges, records and telephone. There was
one operating room, one delivery room, one x-ray room, one emergency room and one
small room for laboratory. The small kitchen and dining room served the employees and patients. On that first day, a new life was brought into the world. It was a baby boy, Ricky
Hardee, who is still a resident of Loris. Shortly thereafter a four bed ward was set up, making a total of twenty-seven beds.

The first administrator of the hospital was Mrs. Geneva Quinn, a registered nurse and
still a resident of Loris. She served from 1950-52 while also serving as director of nurses and
supervising the operating room. Mrs. Opal Suggs was one of the first employees of the
hospital. She served as office manager as well as doing other administrative duties. In those
days one person served in several capacities. Mrs. Lottie Hardee, who retired recently, came to
the hospital from Dr. Roger's clinic to supervise the laboratory, x-ray and EKG department.
Administrators who followed were John C. Grant, 1952-54; Clarence Hucks, 1954-57;
George M. Rentz, 1957-68; and Frank Watts, 1968 until the present.
The original physicians on the staff wereJ.D. Thomas, Sr., M.D. and W.K. Rogers,
M.D., both deceased; J.D. Thomas, Jr., M.D. and W.H. Johnson, M.D., still practicing in
Loris; and R.C. Harrelson, Jr., M.D., of Tabor City, deceased.
The hospital continued to grow as the health needs increased and trends changed. In
195 7 nineteen more beds were added and a few years later nineteen more beds were added
making sixty-five beds. Also added and/ or renovated at this time was a recovery room, kitchen, delivery room, operating room, laboratory, dining room, x-ray, lobby, business office,
nursery, laundry, emergency room and medical records.
In 1963 a forty bed skilled nursing facility was established. The Extended Care Facility
now provides both skilled and intermediate care.
In 1966 the Loris First Baptist Church, realizing a need for spiritual well-being as well
as for physical well-being for the Extended Care Facility residents, established a Sunday
School at the facility under the leadership of the Rev. and Mrs. George Bobo. Even though
Mr. Bobo is deceased, Mrs. Bobo continues with the help of other members of the Baptist
Church, to teach at the Extended Care Facility each Sunday at 10:00 A.M.
In 1968 areas of the hospital were renovated to provide a pediatric section and a lobby.
In 1971 minor renovations were made to provide for a four bed Intensive Care Unit.
In 1977 a complete and modern administrative section was established. Radiology and
Laboratory were also relocated and expanded. The conference room, emergency room
facilities and respiratory unit were expanded.
In 1980 the second floor consisting of forty-two private patient rooms were added. A
new pharmacy and physical therapy department was included in this phase, giving the
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hospital a total of 130 beds. The nursery was relocated and included isolation and observation units. The labor I delivery area was modernized. A labor I delivery waiting area was
established as well as a birthing room which provides family members and patient with a
home atmosphere to alleviate anxieties incurred during labor and delivery.
In 1985 a four bed Same Day Surgery Department was established. This department
was established to provide savings to the patient and yet provide the safest and most effective surgical procedures within a one day period. This service is designed to help the patient
return to his/her family and community in the best mental and physical health possible.
In 1985 the first gift shop was opened. It was initiated and is staffed by the Loris Community Hospital Auxiliary which was organized in September, 1984. The foremost purpose
of the gift shop is to provide a service to the patient and their families while generating
monies to provide needed equipment and/ or non-budgeted items for the hospital.
In 1986 a $10.3 million construction/renovation program began. This project is to
upgrade the physical plant so that the hospital will be able to continue to deiiver services in
a state of the art manner. All areas of the hospital will be relocated and/ or renovated . The
completion date is set for January, 1989.
In August, 1987 an inhouse CT scanner began operating. Prior to this, a mobile unit
provided services only four half days per week. The inhouse unit will enable the hospital to
have this important diagnostic tool available anytime it is needed.
Even though the first five physicians, who were general practitioners, were the medical
backbone of our facilities, our Medical Staff has grown tremendously with physicians in
numerous fields of medicine. As of September, 1987 Medical Staff members are as follows:
Drs. John D. Thomas, Jr., Family Practitioner, James N. Craigie, General Surgeon, Eston
Williams, Family Practitioner, W.A. Stout, Family Practice, Stephen Grubb, Family Practice, Bernabe Palomas, Surgeon, Elba Palomares, Pathologist, Richard Nelson, Radiologist,
Donald Fylstra, OB/GYN, Donald Rubino, OB/GYN, Robert K. Ahrens, Internist, Gary
Barrett, Internist, Peter Danis, Family Practice, Kevin Shaffer, Family Practice, John
Langlois, Family Practice, Ben Sheiner, Anesthesiologist, Dr. Edward Hayes, Urologist, Dr.
Ronald Glinski. Urologist, and Dr. J.S . Neviaser, Orthopedic Surgeon. Other physicians
who serve as consultants are Drs. Lawrence Holt and Renwick Goldberg, Oncologists, Dr.
Dennis Christensen, Psychiatrist, Drs. Brian Harsha, Edward Eckerd and William Rhinehart,
Oral Surgeons, Drs. Edward Teal and Gwyn McCutchen, Dental Surgeons and Drs. Alfred
Dawson, George R. Dawson, George R. Dawson, III and Erskin Moore, Orthopedic
Surgeons

THE LORIS FAIR ASSOCIATION
What is now known as the Loris Agriculture Fair began in 1928 as the Loris Community
Fair sponsored by the Eastern Star. The fair was operated under this name for the two following years. In 1930, a group of citizens formed the Loris Fair Association and applied for a
charter from the Secretary of State. This charter was issued on January 6, 1931, establishing
the Loris Agricultural Fair.
The directors of the Loris Agricultural Fair were J.M. Spivey, president; B.M. Walpert,
vice president; J.P. Hickman, secretary/treasurer. O.E. Todd, Herman Gore, Ed Felder,
M.J. Bullock, J.V. Hardwick served on the Committee.
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In 1933 the directors elected Ed Felder as president, Herman Gore as vice president,
and J.P. Hickman as secretary I treasurer. In 19 34, J. H. Yon was elected as a director and
secretary I treasurer, a position he still holds in 1987.
The fair was held in the Old Farmer's Warehouse on Main Street, owned by Cliff
Hardwick, until 1942. For three years the fair was not held due to World War II. In 1945 it
was started again and was held for two years in Bell's Warehouse on Highway 701. This
warehouse was owned by Roscoe and Lloyd Bell. It was then moved to the Farmers Market.
Frank Thompson appropriated $20,000 for a County Farmer's Market and $11,000 to
build fairgrounds at Homewood. These funds were not put to use until Sen. Richardson was
elected, at which time Harvey Graham asked the senator to transfer the funds to Loris where
a Farmers Market would be built. After this proposal, negotiations were held between the
Horry County Delegation, Loris city officials and the Fair Association. They agreed to the
town's furnishing the land, the County to build the building and the Fair Association to
wire and plumb the building. For this effort, a bill was introduced in the State Legislature
by Rep. Lloyd Bell to allow the Loris Fair Association use of the building each October to
hold the Loris Agricultural Fair.
In 1980 a small industry approached the City and County about locating in Loris if
they could acquire the Farmer's Market for their plant. The only thing standing in their way
was the Fair Association's annual use of the building during the month of October. The Fair
Association, being civic minded, relinquished its claim to the building to keep from
standing in the way of progress.
After relinquishing rights to the building, the Fair Association leased land in the
Allsbrook community and constructed an exhibition building. In 1983 a horse ring was
built and each year more parking space is added.
During the years, A.B. Allsbrook, A.B. Allsbrook, Jr., Forest McKinzey, C.B.
Heniford, Carl Doyle, William Tyler, Rochell Fowler and Benjamin Hardee were elected
directors. The present directors and officers of the Loris Community Fair are A.B. Allsbrook,
president; William Tyler, vice president; J.H. Yon, secretary/treasurer; Biscoe Allsbrook,
manager; and Carl Doyle, Rochell Fowler and Benjamin Hardee, committee members.
The Loris Fair Association was chartered as a non-profit corporation. During this time,
churches and civic organizations of the community have had booths to raise funds for their
special projects at no cost to them. When the Association realizes a profit, it has contributed to over 40 different organizations in the community. The Association has no
payroll. All individuals involved with the Loris Fair volunteer their time and efforts.
In the very beginning, the Loris Community Fair did not have an established date to
hold the Fair. In recent years the Fair is held beginning on the Third Monday of October.
This year, the Fair began on October 19, 1987.
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THE LORIS GARDEN CLUB
The Loris Garden Club was organized February 1952 with the help of the Nichols
Garden Club. Mrs. J.R. Suggs served as the first president. The first meeting was held at
the American Legion Hut February 26, 1952. During the business session it was decided
that the club would meet the first Wednesday of each month.
A Constitution was adopted, committees were appointed, and the yearbook was
prepared. The committees were program, civic, membership, sick, finance, conservation,
historian, and flower show.
The Motto: "Commune with Nature - Commune with God"
The Club Flower: Daffodil
The Club Colors: Green and Yellow
The first year there were 19 members. Each month helpful horticulture hints were
presented in the yearbook.
The first big accomplishment was to help re-open the library. On November 17, 1952,
an informal reception was given by the Garden Club members for all the townspeople .
The club presented several flower shows through the years. The club encourages and
observes the clean-up campaigns. At Christmas the Library, Town Hall, Post Office and the
Nursing Care Unit were decorated by the Garden Club members.
In addition to helping clean up and beautifying the town of Loris the club supports
State projects by planting trees along Interstate entrances, landscaping, bluebird trails and
world gardening. The club has three ongoing beautification projects: Library, Legion Hut,
and at East Point. In 1982 a Blue Star Highway marker was placed at East Point. A year
later a Blue Star marker was placed at the American Legion Hut in Loris on Highway 9, as a
memorial for all veterans of the armed services. Bird Sanctuary and The Garden Club of
South Carolina signs are placed at the four entrances of Loris.
The Garden Club sponsors an annual Christmas Bazaar each year, its only moneymaking project. Members sell crafts, homemade cookies and cakes to help with the beautification project. They donate to all State sponsored projects. Eight members hold South
Carolina Life Membership, and two hold National Life Membership Cards. There is a Horticulture Scholarship Fund.
Over the years the Club has received several awards from the Coastal District and State
Garden Clubs. Several Loris members are on committees for the State and Coastal District.
Today, 1987, there are 31 members and 1 honorary member, with 3 charter members
still active: Mrs. T.M. Butler, Mrs. Fred McQueen and Mrs . J.R. Suggs. Mrs. J .R. Yon is an
honorary member.
Our committees have changed as the years have gone by to arrangements and library;
awards, social and tour; beautification, environment and conservation; birds ; books; engagement calendar and National Gardener; bulletin reader and inspiration leader; flower show;
garden therapy; historian; horticulture and plant exchange; litter control; membership;
parliamentarian; programs; properties; publicity and reporter; recycling and reclamation;
ways and means; and Yearbook.
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Club Projects today are to plant a tree on Arbor Day, the first Friday in December; to
furnish plants or arrangements for the library; to give donations to all state sponsored projects; to decorate public buildings at Christmastime; to attract birds (purple martins and
bluebirds by planting berried plants, adding more feeders, houses and bird baths), and
garden therapy, working with underprivileged children and the handicapped .
The past presidents who have worked so diligently are Mrs. J.R. Suggs, 1952-1954;
Mrs. T.M. Butler, 1954-1956; Mrs. Sam Hickman, 1956-1958; Mrs. A.J . Mishoe 1958-1960;
Mrs. Cecil Milligan, 1960-1962; Miss Jacquelyn Mishoe, 1962-1964; Mrs. Bill Wooten,
1964-1966; Mrs. A.H . McQueen, 1966-1968; Mrs. C.G. Blackburn, 1968-1970; Mrs. Harvey
Graham, Sr. 1970-1972; Mrs. J.R. Suggs, 1972-1977; Mrs. T.M . Butler, 1977-1980; Mrs.
Nathan Bellamy, 1980-1983; and Mrs. Clyde Richardson, 1983-1987. Mrs. Joe D. McCormick is now serving as president.
This is its 35th anniversary year. Plans are being made to celebrate this event around
Christmastime.

MASONIC LODGE NO. 205
1879 - 1979

Ferd D. Bryant, Josiah Williamson, and Daniel Suggs petitioned the Grand Lodge of
South Carolina to establish a Masonic Lodge in Green Sea. The Grand Lodge , in action on
December 10, 1879, granted a warrant of constitution to Green Sea Lodge 205 at Green
Sea, in Horry County. The Charter was granted upon the payment of $90 .00, with Ferd D.
Bryant as Worshipful Master, Josiah Williamson as Senior Warden, and Daniel Suggs as
Junior Warden.
The Lodge met in the Green Sea area, from place to place and on different meeting
nights. During the early years the Lodge met upstairs in Iona Church, in the Finklea Post
Office, and at Green Sea. Some of the early records show the Lodge's annual reports were
from a post office known as Powellsville, which is now the Green Sea Post Office.
In the beginning the Lodge met on the fourth Saturday of the month at 1: 30 in the
afternoon, later being changed to Friday night on or before full moon. In 1924 it was
changed to the first Friday night of each month, meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the winter
months and 8:00 p.m. in the summer months. The meeting night now is the first Monday
night of the month at 7: 30 p .m.
The Lodge began with fifteen members as reported in 1881 and has continued to increase , except in certain years, which showed a decline. Our Lodge membership now stands
at 253 members.
In 1904 Worshipful Brother A.D . Jackson presented a petition to the Grand Lodge to
move the Lodge a distance of about six miles to Loris , stating that the same had been referred to the District Deputy Grand Master, but had been overlooked . The motion and request
was granted and authority was given as asked for.
The report by Right. Worshipful Brother John Sellars , District Deputy Grand Master of
the Seventeenth District, states that the move to Loris was a good one because as he noted
in 1904, before the move, the Lodge was in a languishing condition. Wisdom of this move
was demonstrated by the brothers in building what Right Worshipful Brother Sellars indicated as a commodious hall at the cost of $600. 00. This hall was built on what is now
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Railroad Avenue, on property secured from Yancy P. McQueen. This building served as a
meeting place for the Lodge until 1939, at which time it was decided that a new Lodge Hall
was necessary. An agreement was entered into with Brother Sam). Strickland, to purchase
property on main street, with Brother Strickland owning the lower story and the Lodge
owning the upper story.
In 1956 Grand Strand Lodge 392, was Chartered, which took from Loris Lodge, eleven
members, who because they had signed the petition for the establishing of the new lodge,
were automatically demitted by action of the Grand Lodge.
In 1962 it was decided by the Brothers to build a new Lodge Hall on property that was
willed earlier to the Lodge by Brother Daniel Hewitt, on the corner of Casey and Bayboro
Street. As this property seemed to be more appropriate for use by the hospital, we entered
into an agreement to sell that property and purchase property on the corner of Casey and
Stevens Street from Reba Stevens McDowell. A beautiful new Masonic Temple was erected
on this property and dedicated on the afternoon of May 31, 1963. This is the Hall presently
being used by the Brothers.
In 1975 , a motion was made that the name of Green Sea Lodge be changed to Loris
Lodge because of the misunderstanding by people who attempted to visit the Lodge not
knowing it was in Loris . This was approved by the Grand Lodge in April, 1975, and now
Green Sea Lodge 205 is Loris Lodge 205 . This is the oldest and longest continuous operating
lodge in Horry County.

THE LORIS MUSIC LITERARY CLUB
For the past 41 years the Loris Music Literary Club has nourished the cultural growth of
the Loris community. It began when a group of women interested in music and the arts
chartered an organization under the National Federation of Music Clubs in May 1946. Mrs.
Charles (Alston) Prince presided at that first very formal meeting. Guests were greeted on
the front porch , received in the parlor, and enjoyed refreshments in the dining room. A
program of piano and vocal music resulted in 46 charter members .
During the years the club was federated, members enthusiastically initiated activities
relating to music and the arts. A music week, held in the spring, was celebrated with a
week of musical performances and a gala parade , including a pet parade, children on
decorated bicycles, floats and music. Merchants joined in by decorating their windows with
"song title themes." During Music Week local churches featured special musical programs
and local schools held plays and pageants commemorating music. On May 7, 1948, a May
Day Festival was staged on the Guest Parking Court of the Loris Hotel.
Because of a spirit of independence , characteristic of Horry County citizens, in
November 1959, the club decided to discontinue its alliance with the National Federation of
Music Clubs . Free to pursue its own interests the club has provided cultural events for the
pleasure of everyone, including concerts from the music departments of Coker College ,
Winthrop College, Coastal Carolina College, and Furman University; programs from guest
musicians and local talented citizens . At the fourth Monday night meetings, members have
always enjoyed the entertainment of vocalists, piano performances, violin solos, displays of
artists, civic and community oriented topics, arts and crafts demonstrations, etc.
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The desire to spread the love of music and the arts inspired club members to donate
their time and money to many projects : scholarships, the library, the Loris Community
Hospital, financial support of numerous musical groups, gifts of toys, food and money for
the needy, and support of our local schools. One special annual event has been the
decorating of the club's Christmas tree at the hospital. The children's story hour which was
held every Wednesday morning at the Loris Library was a tradition for many Loris families.
A night of fun was the "Talent Night" program held every March. Members, both
talented and otherwise, showed their creative abilities and humor to the delight of all.
Today the Loris Music Literary Club is still active with a membership of 34. The club's
motto "Non Nobis Solum" or "Not Ours Only" and the "Collect" guide members just as
they did in 1946.
COLLECT

We praise and thank thee, Father, for the gift of music.
Through us as channels of Thy grace, may this blessed
legacy be shared with all mankind.
Grant that we may exemplify in our own lives the harmony of Thy great purpose for us.
Give us magnitude of soul and such understanding hearts
that we, who make music, may be as players upon rightly
tuned instruments responding to Thy leading.

LORIS POST OFFICE
By Lawton Todd, Postmaster, 1987
The exact date that the Loris Post Office was established is not known, but from
available records, transcripts and the recollection of Loris senior citizens, it is indicated that
it began between 1885 and 1890. The railroad line which was the Seaboard Coast Line
Railroad was laid during this period and shortly thereafter the post office was established in
the railroad depot. James G. Patterson was the first Loris postmaster.
Later the post office was relocated next door to the present Todd's Auto Parts with
Y. P. McQueen serving as postmaster. After several years the location once again changed
and the new quarters were where Boyd's Barber Shop is now. At this site W.J. Hughes,
Edgar Stanley and later T. W . Boyd served as postmasters.
In 1949 as mail receipts and dispatches became less dependent upon the railroad and
more dependent upon vehicles , the site of the post office was moved again, to West Main
Street in a building that is now the western portion of Roy Hardee's IGA Food Store. T.W.
Boyd remained as postmaster at this new site.
In 1961 a new building was constructed and the post office once again moved to its
present location. T.W. Boyd remained postmaster until his retirement in 1965, ending 26
years of service . C. P. Brewer served as acting postmaster for two years and was succeeded by
F.C. Gause, Jr. William]. Hickman became postmaster in 1972 and retired August 3,
1987 . Lawton E. Todd , the present postmaster, was appointed September 12, 1987 .
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During the early years of the Loris post office there were also two other flourishing offices in the area. The Gurley Post Office was opened about 1892 and the first postmaster
was Sims Allen, who served from 1892 until 1924. E.W. Prince, Sr. was postmaster from
1924 until 1952, at which time E.W. Prince, Jr. became postmaster and remained until
1954 when the Gurley post office was closed.
The Allsbrook (originally Sanford) post office was established about the same time.
From all accounts it served a larger delivery area and handled more mail than Loris in the
beginning. The first postmaster was J.R. Allsbrook. Other postmasters were John Tyler,
Pearlie Carroll, A.B. Allsbrook and Coe Allsbrook. Brookie Allsbrook served as the last
postmaster.
The post office and its employees have played an integral part in the development and
growth of the Loris area. Through the years, employees of the Loris Post Office have been
among the civic, fraternal, and church leaders of the community and have added much to
its history and development.

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE:
A History of the Lons Schools
By Rhonda Gore

The citizens of Loris have always had a high regard for excellence in education. Since
its early days as a prosperous railroad town and naval stores center, schools have played a
vital role in shaping the Loris community. Today Loris has some of the finest schools in the
state of South Carolina, the result of the dedication and hard work of many individuals. As
the people of Loris prepare to celebrate the centennial, it is worthwhile to turn back the
pages of history to the humble beginnings of public education in this area.
One of the earliest schools in operation in Loris was located at the present site of The
Coffee Shop on Main Street. Mrs. Lalla Stevens, the oldest citizen in Loris, recalls attending
this school in the 1800s. According to Mrs . Stevens, the building had wooden walls and a
dirt floor. Students sat on boards and wrote on slates with slate pencils. She presents
evidence that students' excuses for not doing their school work are not a new thing. A
fellow classmate, Waylon Stanley, who was tired of copying letters which the teacher had
written on his slate, began to erase them. When the teacher confronted him, the boy said
that he had not erased the letters; they had simply disappeared .
Around the turn of the century, there was another school which was located on the site
of the old Wolpert home on the southeast corner of Bryant and Main Streets. This school
was an unpainted wooden structure which was heated by wood stoves . The only source of
water was hand pumps. In 1908, this school had an enrollment of about fifty students.
Among those who attended this school are Roy Hardee, Sr., Mrs. Ruth Graham Hughes,
and Mrs. Blanche Hardee Holt, who still reside in the Loris area. The building was one
large room divided by a curtain. Will A. Prince taught the upper grades and Addie Vaught
taught the lower grades. This school was used until around 1910.
On April 21 , 1908, voters of Loris and two nearby school districts decided by a threeto-one margin to establish a high school. For its site, D.L. Gore of Wilmington offered two
acres on the east side of town and D .D. Harrelson offered two acres on the west side . The
east side was chosen as the location. Around 1910, the school was built at the intersection
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of Monroe, Main, Graham, and Walnut Streets. This is the present day location of the
Dairy Maid. Robertson Hardee was in charge of construction of the school, which was built
of good materials and painted white. The building had two stories with seven classrooms
downstairs and an auditorium and several other classrooms upstairs.
By the beginning of school in August of 19.14, the enrollment of this school was about
one hundred students. By 1915, it became obvious, as stated in the following excerpt from
a letter from Leuco Gunter, State Supervisor of Rural Schools, to S.H. Brown, County
Superintendent of Education, that due to the great progress being made in the area,
another larger school was needed.
"To begin with, Loris is a larger and much more enterprising place than I expected to find . I knew that it was a thriving community, but with its location and
its growth in the past few years, it seems to me to be destined to become a place
of some importance . In school matters I am impressed that Loris has even now
about outgrown the rural graded school idea. It seems that the time is at hand
when the people might begin to prepare for the use of the High School Act in
their school district. The school now has an enrollment sufficient for two teachers
giving their time to high school work. With such an arrangement $500 State aid
could be secured. To meet the requirements of the Law some additional burden
would necessarily fall on the taxpayers . But, after all, such expenses are not a
burden for rapid development in school lines has always meant rapid development
in industrial and commercial activities. There is not a high school between Conway
and Chadbourn and Loris is a logical place to develop one. Besides, a strong high
school at Loris ought to draw support from the communities on each side of the
railroad. "
This letter led to a movement for expansion of the school. The old school building and
the property on which it was located was traded to Y.P. McQueen in exchange for the land
which is the present site of Loris High School. Children attended the old school while the
new brick building was being constructed. The Rev. Henry Singleton bought the school and
property from Y.P. McQueen. He and his family lived there for several years. After the
Singletons moved, the building was made into apartments where three families lived until
the old school building burned.
The next school, which is the present Building 2 on the Loris High School campus, was
built in 1922. It included an elementary school and a high school. The total cost of construction was about $22,000 . Florine Todd Shooter was a student there in 1923.. She recalls
having no running water. "The girls used an outside toilet, and the boys used bushes for
their toilet," states Mrs. Shooter. Drinking water came from a hand pump in the school
yard, and students carried their lunches in lunch buckets . Katherine Richardson taught first
grade in a small wooden structure near the brick building which had been built to accommodate the overflow.
1923 was a landmark year for Loris High School because it signaled the beginning of
the vocational agriculture program. R.E. Naugher, a graduate of Mississippi State, became
the first agriculture teacher. (Clemson fans will be interested to know that the vocational
agriculture program at Clemson University was patterned after the programs at Mississippi
State .) Naugher was an outstanding teacher at Loris who eventually became the Assistant
Commissioner for Vocational Agriculture in Washington, D .C.
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In 1925, Loris High School became an accredited state high school. At that time, there
were only three accredited high schools in Horry County. Conway High School was the first,
and Loris High School and Green Sea High were both accredited during the same year.
Instrumental in the development of the school were Mr. and Mrs . M.J. Bullock. The
Bullocks continued to play a major role in the expansion of the curriculum and the growth
of the school for many years.
By the end of the 1920s a separate building for high school students was under construction . Vernon Hardee, who was a second grader at the time, recalls his excitement when
the high school students moved into the new building in 1930. This structure is now known
as Building I on the Loris High School campus. When the high school students. left the
original brick building, the first and second graders were then able to move in with the
other elementary students.

J.H. Yon, Sr. recalls his first year as an agriculture teacher at the new Loris High
School. It was 1930, and Mr. and Mrs. Bullock were still very much involved with the
growth of the Loris schools. One anecdote concerns the Bullocks and a pine tree which was
growing in the school yard . One day, Bullock called Yon into his office . "Agnes is gone today," he began, "I want you and your agriculture classes to get rid of that tree before she
gets back this afternoon. It is going to fall on the building one of these days." When Mrs.
Bullock returned to find her beloved pine gone, Yon said she never took credit for hiring
him again.
During the Depression the Loris schools often experienced lean times. Yon recalls that
at one point the Bullocks mortgaged their home in order to keep the school going. Loris
had an excellent record in sports, especially basketball, during these years, but the "old
gym", which is still standing on the present Loris High School campus was not built until
1936. Prior to that, students practiced basketball in the local tobacco warehouse. The football field really was a field for many years, complete with crops and a tobacco barn.
The elementary school and the high school were all on one campus until Loris Elementary, located on Spring Street was built around 1955 . Sweet Home, Daisy, Longs, and Watson Elementary Schools were all built about the same time. In 1976, Loris Middle School
opened on the site of Watson Elementary School.
Through the years buildings have been added and renovated, and the curriculum has
been expanded to serve more efficiently the students of all the Loris Schools.

The oldest black school in Loris was the Loris Training School which was constructed
during the 1920s. The original building had four rooms, later enlarged to six rooms . The
school went through the eighth grade. It was located on the northeast corner of Cameron
Road and Cedar Street.
According to George Cooper, a former principal in the Loris area, prior to the construction of the Loris Training School building, students went to class in a lodge hall near the
present Mt. Rona Church. Later they went to school in the church itself.
Charlie Watson, Henry Bullock, and Zander Crawford , three prominent black men in
the Loris area reportedly mortgaged their property in order to match funds offered by the
Rosenwald Foundation to build the Loris Training School.
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In 1956 the Loris Training School was split and Finklea High School, located at Finklea
Crossroads, was formed. In 1958 Watson Elementary School was opened and the Loris
Training School was closed.
Watson Elementary School was located on the southeast corner of Church and Spring
Streets. It is now Loris Middle School. For many years Watson Elementary School and
Finklea High School remained separate from the white schools. In 1965 and 1966, some
"token" integration took place in Loris, but full integration did not take place until 1970.
Although many incidents of racial friction occurred in other areas, integration of the Loris
Schools went smoothly.
In the late 1960s and early 1970s there was an increasing need for vocational training
for high school students. The trend of separate vocational schools had begun. The old
Finklea High School became the first vocational school in Horry County. Students from
Loris, Green Sea, and Floyds High Schools began attending the Area II Vocational School.
Wilson Lovette, who was principal of Green Sea High, was transferred to the old Finklea
High School in July of 1970 with the seemingly impossible task of preparing it for students
to begin classes in August. Lovette managed to secure equipment and personnel. On
August 26, 1970, students who entered the new facility were able to take courses in
mechanics, electricity, brick masonary, building construction, industrial sewing, horticulture,
health occupations, and business education.
By 1975 the building had been renovated again and the name changed to Finklea
Career Center.
Today Loris High School has approximately 945 students. Dr. Bobby Nalley is the head
principal. John D. Bonnette and Thomas Dewitt are assistant principals . Loris High School
is now offering instruction in computer literacy and a host of other classes which are of current interest. A new high school is under construction at Heniford Field on Heritage Road.
Plans to move to the new school in the fall of 1988 are well on schedule .
Loris Middle School has an enrollment of approximately 601 students. The head principal is James McCall. Ronald M. Fowler is the assistant principal.
Loris Elementary School has an enrollment of approximately 684 students . The head
principal there is Charles M. Camp. The assistant principal is Bradley France-Kelly.
Finklea Career Center has an enrollment of 341 students from both Loris High School
and Green Sea-Floyds High School. The head principal there is Edward Rodelsperger, and
the assistant principal is Mrs. Sara Floyd Elliot.
The schools in the Loris area have a proud past and a bright future. Students of today
experience a standard of education which would have seemed luxurious to their grandparents and great grandparents . Teachers are better trained today than ever before. Schools
offer a greater course selection and more opportunities for personal growth and development
than at any time in the past. The schools present a wide variety of extra-curricular activities
to students of all ages and interests. As in the past, the Loris area schools are the center of
the community. Commitment to excellence today will insure that the tradition of excellence
will continue in the future .
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ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR
Progressive Chapter No. 167

This history is dedicated to our founders who made their dreams a reality, and to the
leaders who continue to strengthen the Order. The development of this history is for the
enhancement of our youth program efforts and an expression of our Christian love and
devotion toward a better tomorrow.
It is with gratitude that we acknowledge Sister Fannie M. Watson, Worthy Matron,
Progressive Chapter Number 167, Loris, for her labor of love . Her efforts include searching
for information, interviews and telephone calls.
Thank you to the following persons for giving willingly valuable information: Sister
Omelia Buck, District Deputy: Sister Ernestine H. Floyd, Associate Deputy; Sister Helen B.
Mcleod, Grand Secretary; Sister Thelma W. Milner, Sixth District Secretary; Brother Edward Lewis, Horiato, SC; and Mrs. Elatha Floyd of the Finklea community.
Prior to organizing Progressive Chapter Number 167 of the Order of the Eastern Star
and Rite of Adoption, State of South Carolina, in Loris, the outstanding men of the Finklea
community were affiliated with Progressive Lodge Number 234, Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of South Carolina, Nichols, S.C.
The Finklea community is located in northern Horry County, six miles west of Loris,
twelve miles from Marion County, and thirteen miles northwest of Nichols. The Rev.
William "Bill" Love was Worshipful Master; Sister N . Love, Worthy Matron; and Brother
John Oscar Floyd, District 6A Deputy.
The idea of an organization of the Order of the Eastern Star in Loris, was conceived by
Brother John Oscar Floyd . He had assumed leadership roles as Worshipful Master and
District Deputy of District 6A of Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of South Carolina. The District includes Horry, Marion and Williamsburg Counties . Brother Floyd was impressed with the Sisterhood of the Order of the Eastern Star of
the State and in Nichols.
The Masons' wives of the communities were invited to attend special functions when
both organizations met together, such as, St. John's Day, etc. Each year on the 27th of
December, the Progressive Lodge Number 234 (Masons) sponsored an oyster roast, to
enhance better relationship. This was an opportunity for the men and women in the various
communities to ascertain and witness the seriousness of the Order of the Eastern Star.
Brother John Oscar Floyd, an ardent member of Prince Hall Grand Lodge, and the
Order of the Eastern Star can be credited as initiating the idea of organizing Progressive
Chapter Number 167 of the Order of the Eastern Star in Loris in 1942 .
The first elected officers were: Sister Elease Lewis , Worthy Matron; Brother Cleveland
Lewis, Worthy Patron; Sister Rosetta Floyd Watson , Associate Matron; Brother William
Stanley Gore, Associate Patron; and Sister Plumer Lewis, Secretary. The Charter Members
were Sisters Eva Mae Gore, Lena Galloway, Ida Mae Floyd, Daisy Mae Nichols , Ernestine H.
Floyd, Lossie Jane Floyd , Ruth Lewis, and, Brothers John 0 . Floyd and William B. Floyd.
Progressive Chapter Number 167 joined the Grand Chapter 1944 at York, reporting
$22.50 for fifteen members . The Officers were Sister Magnolia A. Lewis , W .M.; Brother
Cleveland Lewis, W.P. ; Sister Elease Lewis, A.M.; Sister Annie Jackson , Treasurer; and
Sister Plumer Lewis, Secretary.
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ROGERS HOSPITAL

By Edna Small Cum·e, LPN (RT.)

Dr. Wilbert K. Rogers opened a small clinic in his home in 1943. He had two nurses,
Mrs . Albert Goldfinch, RN, and Mrs. Daphine Rogers. The nurses used a portable sewing
machine to create supplies. Since at the time there was no disposable equipment and all
needles, syringes, glasses, sterile sheets, and instruments had to be autoclaved, Dr. Rogers
purchased an autoclave from a hospital in Whiteville, NC.
There was an elevator which was operated, mc:>stly by Richard Dewitt, by pulling on a
rope. Patients not able to climb the stairs were taken to the second floor in this way. Once
when Dr. Johnson and I were on our way to deliver a baby, we pulled ourselves up in the
elevator, only to discover when we got to the top that the brakes had been on.
Dr. Rogers employed Alice Small Paul and sent her to Conway for training in
laboratory and x-ray work. Edna Small Currie was employed to fill in for her, and upon her
return became a hall nurse and soon became a registered LPN.
Registered nurses who worked at one time or another included Mrs. Lila Watkins, Mrs.
Rose Springs, Mrs. Carl Devane, Mrs. Irene Butler Duffell and Mrs. Geneva Quinn. Aides
included Katherine Ford, Mrs. Jennie Bass, Mrs. Emily Cook Todd, Mrs. Jessie Ruth
Graham Norris, Mrs. Hattie Melton, Mrs. Ruby Rabon, Mrs. Margaret Blackburn; Mrs.
Eunice Mishoe Brown, Mrs. Annie Prince. Two LPNs were Edna Small Currie and Elnita
Harrelson.
Dr. Kirby, originally from Mullins, came to work with Dr. Rogers, but developed lymphatic leukemia, diagnosed in the clinic's laboratory, and died shortly thereafter. Later Dr.
W.H. Johnson came to work there.
When the Loris Community Hospital opened May 15, 1950, Mrs. Quinn, Mrs. Lottie
P. Hardee and I helped move to the new hospital. We and Mrs. Lottie P. Hardee joined the
staff there. For a while the new hospital's autoclave would not work and we had to take
supplies back to the Rogers Clinic to autoclave them. We worked long hours and days to
make it all work.
When I retired in the latter part of 1978, I had worked in nearly all departments of the
hospital and had passed the State Board in x-ray. All in all, I spent 28 years at Loris
Community Hospital.
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TWIN CITIES AIRPORT
By C. Vernon Hardee

It takes many different things all combined to make a community into an ideal place to
live , work , worship , and raise a family . The Loris community has most of the desirable and
necessary attributes to offer, including industry, retail sales and services, excellent schools and
churches, utilities, and many other things too numerous to list. One, with which most people
have little contact, but which is a necessity for the prosperity of the area, is an adequate airport . The Loris community has such a facility in the Twin Cities Airport located of U.S.
Highway 701 about 2 miles north of the city. Around Loris there have been landing areas for
small planes for more than 30 years, but an adequate runway for business jets and twin-engine
aircraft is now available.
During the mid-1950s, H.C. Parks and his sons, Fields and Marshall, provided a grass
landing area on their farm in the Long Point area near Loris. This strip was used by local flying
enthusiasts and to base sprayer planes in the summer months for the benefit of local farmers .
About 1960, local airplane owners, Ernest M. Elliott and Wyman Lupo, both of whom had
landing strips on their respective farms in the Green Sea and Floyds area, built a landing strip on
the south side of what was known as the golf course road. This strip was built at their own expense and was made available for the use of the general public.

It was during the early 1960's that the Loris and Tabor City, NC area began to develop industrially and it became obvious to many civic minded local people that an adequate airport
would be a very real asset to both of these area towns . The real credit for getting an airport
building program started, though , would have to be given to the Rev . G . Clyde Prince, a local
Baptist minister and flying enthusiast, and Ernest Elliott, local S.C. Highway Department
.
.
mamtenance engmeer.
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These men secured an agreement from Rudolph Todd of Tabor City, who owned farm
land alongside the golf course road, to sell enough of this land for an airport for a very
reasonable price. With this agreement in hand, Prince and Elliott approached the Merchants
Associations of both Loris and Tabor City to try for some moral and financial support for land
purchase and construction. Money then, as well .as now, was in short supply, but the Merchants
Associations of both towns received them enthusiastically and promised at least the moral support that was asked for. Each of the Associations appointed a committee of three men to follow
through as best they could on building an airport. Ernest M. Elliott, the Rev. G . Clyde Prince,
and Loris businessman, C. Vernon Hardee, were appointed by the Loris Association. Prominent
businessmen and flying enthusiasts Charles C. Leggette, A. Paul Rogers, Jr., and Howard Harrelson, all of Tabor City, were appointed by their Association.
The committee approached Attorney (and S.C. State Senator) James P. Stevens for advice
and assistance. With Senator Stevens' very able guidance (and at no charge, we might add)
Twin Cities Airport Corporation was formed with Ernest Elliott as President and Paul Rogers,
Jr., Secretary. With contributions from the six committee members and several other area
business persons, money was raised to make a down payment on the land, a deed was secured,
and the airport was on the way. With a borrowed road grader and their own labor, the committee went to work and within a few months a 3,000 foot dirt runway was being used by aircraft .
Ernest Elliott with his 1947 2-place "tail-dragger" Aeronica Champ was the first person to land
on what was to be the Twin-Cities Airport.
Stevens continued to work with the committee and after more than a year of diligent
effort, he secured a special appropriation of $20,000 .00 to be used for the airport. With
these funds now available, the airport was deeded to Horry County and the non-profit Twin
Cities Airport Corporation was dissolved . The Committee continued to supervise the airport.
With the $20,000.00 the balance of the debt on the land was paid and the runway was
paved with asphalt.
On a Sunday afternoon in the latter part of August, 1963, a grand opening celebration
was held with several hundred people enjoying an air show and sky diving demonstration.
Since the original paving was done many improvements have been added . During the
mid-1960s a County Airport Commission was appointed to oversee the Loris airport and to
construct an airport at Conway. The Rev . Prince was the first local member on this commission with Elliott serving after Prince's death in 1966. In more recent years local businessmen
Davis Heniford, Eldred Hardee, and Dayton Davis have served, with Heniford serving as
chairman for several years. Under the commission's direction, adjacent land was purchased
to more than double the land area owned, and the runway has been lengthened to 3700
feet and widened to 60 feet. A non-directional radio beacon for aircraft navigational purposes is now a permanent part of the facilities. Several hangers have been built and up to a
dozen aircraft are based at the airport. Runway lighting has been in place since the original
opening in 1963.
The Twin Cities Airport, named for Loris, SC, and Tabor City, NC, stands as a monument to the cooperation between two towns, to the willingness of people to get involved,
and to the hard work of a few dedicated individuals.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Loris was a little more than a handful of scattered cottages amid the great pine forest,
which had first attracted the turpentine and timber industies to this area. Recognizing the
need for a spiritual home, the citizens of the town founded the Pleasant Home Baptist
Church.
The church applied for membership in the Waccamaw Association on November 17,
1881. In 1919 the name of the church was changed to Loris Baptist Church, and again
changed in 1948 to Loris First Baptist Church . The charter members were : Rev. and Mrs.
Daniel Boyd, Mr. and Mrs. D .O. Boyd, Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Stanley, Mr. and Mrs. G.F.
Stanley, Mr. and Mrs. P.C. Prince, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Prince, Mr. and Mrs. Jasper
Todd, Mr. and Mrs. William Hardee, and Mr. and Mrs. Claudius Boyd .
The first church building was situated on the property across the street from our present location . It was loosely and guite modestly constructed of pine saplings and roofed
with green branches. This primitive structure was affectionately known as the "brush arbor"
church. The church grew rapidly in those early years and the need for a larger and more
permanent meeting place was met. The Rev. Daniel Boyd, the first pastor, gave a parcel of
land on which to build a house for worship.
This second church was a white wooden-framed structure located very close to the site
of the present building and served the congregation for many years. It had kerosene lanterns
for light and a pot-bellied stove for heat . Each service the stove had to be lit or the lanterns
trimmed. In the extreme heat of summer, hand-held fans and open windows were the only
source of cooling.
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Continued growth and prosperity made necessary the addition of classroom space and
other renovations. This first remodeling was done in 1923 with three Sunday School classes
being built across the back of the sanctuary. Prior to this all classes were taught in the sanctuary. In 1927 a stoop was built over the entrance of the church to allow worshipers to enter
without getting wet .
In 1934 three classrooms were added to each side of the church , making a total of nine
classrooms . This structure served until 1952 when it was moved and remodeled to become
apartments located on the corner of Spring and Sunset Streets .

j
l

I

In 1952 construction began on the present brick building, and on December 21, 1952,
the congregation moved into its new house of worship . Each fall a campaign was undertaken to reduce the debt, and on September 29, 1957, the mortgage was burned and the
facility was dedicated for worship.
In the meantime, another great need became apparent . The old wood-frame parsonage
had lived out its usefulness and was in bad need of replacement. A new brick veneer home
with ten rooms was completed in 1958 and occupied the same site as the old home.
The following have served as pastor for Loris First Baptist Church: Daniel Boyd, 1881;
G.F. Stanley, 1884; J.W. Todd, 1897-1898 and 1900; Moses Pridgen, 1899; K. Barnes,
1901; H.H. Holmes; SJ. Caines, served between years 1902-1918; G.W. Stanley; A.T.
Rogers, 1919; W.T.C. Briggs, 1920; J.T. Goins, 1921-1923; H.C. Haddock, 1924-1926;
James Long, 1927-1928; Dr. Rufus Ford, 1929-1930; H.D. Gober, 1931-1933; Frank Fisher,
1934-1936; B.B. Jernigan, 1937-1940; E.C. Kolb, 1941-1944; R.C. Goldsmith, 1945-1952;
Frank Haynes, 1953-1958; James Foster, 1959-1962; Lester Branham, 1963-1967; Redden
Thames, 1967-1970; Ben F. Broadway, 1971-1980; C. Eugene Scarborough, 1980-1983; Dr.
George Lovell, 1985-1986; and R. Kevin Skipper, 1986-present.
Music has always played an important part in the life of the church. Prior to June,
1964, leadership of the choirs and music was entirely on a voluntary basis. Mrs. C.D. Prince
led the music faithfully for 40-odd years. In June, 1964, the first Minister of Music and
Education was called and the following have served in that position: Dr. William V. Campbell, 1964-1966; Susan Milligan, 1966-1968; Betty Evans, 1968-1969; Dan R. Vincent,
1970-1973; Kaye Rogers, 1973-1975; N. Ray Phillips, 1975-1979; Nancy S. Grainger,
1980-1981; and Brad Weishaupt, 1981-1987.
Missions have always been a vital part of the church . In 1904 the Baptist Young People's Union was organized. Later the same year the Woman's Missionary Society was organized. In 1966 a Nursing Home Ministry was organized by the Rev. and Mrs. George Bobo.
Mr. Bobo led the singing and Mrs. Bobo taught the class. Mrs. Bobo is still very dedicated
to this ministry. Many of our leaders and members have moved on to serve in areas of mission work. Lila Watson served in foreign missions for 39 years; Mr. and Mrs. James Foster
have served as missionaries since 1963; and Archie and Anna Stevens have served as missionaries to Brazil.
Loris First Baptist Church observed its Centennial in 1981 with the theme, "Strength
from the past -- Boldness for the future." Emphasis was placed on the Centennial
throughout 1981, and was climaxed with special services on November 5-8, 1981. Former
pastors, ministers of music, and members were invited to be a part of these special services
to commemorate 100 years for Loris First Baptist Church .
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The first record of membership for our church was 62 members in 1895, and the
pastor's salary was $25 a year. At present there are 674 members on roll with an average attendance of 250 each week in Sunday School. There are choirs, hand bells, recorder, and
mission groups for all ages. Just as in those early years when a need for spiritual growth was
recognized, the church's primary concern is to meet the spiritual needs of the members and
to reach out and witness to those in need of a church home.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The Rev. E.S. Watson was sent by Pee Dee Presbytery to Loris, SC, in June 1924
because some ladies had presented the possibility of organizing a church there. The First
Presbyterian Church of Loris, SC, was organized on November 2, 1924 with eight charter
members. They met in the Methodist Church and the Masonic Hall.
The next two years were busy ones organizing a Sunday School, a Women's Auxiliary,
and a mid-week prayer meeting. By the end of 1926 there were 25 on roll with a Sunday
School of equal size.
In 1931 a 110 by 80 foot lot was purchased on the corner of Main and Bryant Streets.
At the cost of about $2,400.00 a building was constructed consisting of a sanctuary and two
Sunday School rooms.
During the next twenty years six pastors served the church on a part-time basis. In 1949
the Rev. W.D. Arnold was called to the Loris and Ocean Drive churches. In 1952 Loris
called Mr. Arnold as their first full-time pastor.
In 1951, a fellowship hall, kitchen, two Sunday School rooms, and two bathrooms were
added. The sanctuary was enlarged in 1958 and added were seven Sunday School rooms, a
choir loft and vestibule, and central air-conditioning and heat. The church was growing.
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At one time the church owned a manse, built in 1950 on a lot given by Dan Hardwick. It was sold in 1973 and the church began paying a housing allowance which enables
the minister to own his own home.
It was decided in 1974 to join with the Tabor City Presbyterian Church in calling a
pastor to serve them both. Land was purchased in 1979 on Heritage Road for a future location of the church when size and mission demanded it. Also, some parking area was bought
from Sears behind the church and paved.

In 1983 the fellowship hall and Sunday School rooms were renovated, making them
comfortable and attractive. The church continues to be blessed with a slow growth and
ministry opportunities. Today the First Presbyterian has 140 members and 100 in Sunday
School. What Miss Katherine Richardson, a charter member, said over 50 years ago is still
true, "We look to the future with new courage, depending upon our great leader, Jesus
Christ, for guidance."

FIRST UNITED ME1HODIST CHURCH, 1887-1987
The archives of the Historical Society of the South Carolina Conference indicate that
the Methodists in this area were served by church known as "Hebron", which was in existence from 1882 until 1897 and was in the Conwayboro Circuit until 1882, when it was
changed to the Bayboro Circuit. In 1887 this was changed to the Loris Circuit . The church
was, and still is in the Marion District.
Our own congregation was established around 1887 when a parsonage was secured for
the minister, the Rev. W.M. Harden, who was serving a number of churches in the area.
According to an old deed, the parsonage was a house situated on a lot approximately 150' x
100' located about where the Loris Coffee Shop is at the present time .
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During 1887-1888 church families who were instrumental in establishing the church
were Mr. and Mrs. Y.P. McQueen, Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Bryant, and Mrs. Jim Butler.
As early as 1887 there was a small building on the main road (later known as Patterson
Street) through Loris which was used as a meeting place for Sunday School by the
Methodists. This place was known as "The Cedars" because of the many cedar trees around
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When the Rev. John R. Sojourner came to serve the Loris Circuit in 1897, he was instrumental in having the first church built in Loris. Mr. J.C. Bryant headed the building
committee. Bryant hired Columbus Wall to construct the building. One of our senior
citizens remembered and told an amusing story about Wall. He was fond of using his ham.mer to play the tune, "Chicken in the Bread Tray" and Bryant heard him one day and informed him that he was not being paid $1.25 a day to play tunes with his hammer.
The new church was erected on a lot located about two blocks west from the railroad
line on Patterson Street. The building was a frame, one-story structure, and it sat almost
flush with the sidewalk. Inside the front door there were partitions which made rooms for
Sunday School classes, and there was a center aisle leading to the rostrum . The choir was
situated behind the pulpit. Mrs. Y.P. McQueen was the organist for many years; and J.C.
Bryant, father of Dol Bryant, was a leader in the church.
No list of members is available; however, according to the Archives, the membership of
the Loris church at the beginning was approximately 60. It is believed that the members at
Hebron were assimilated into the Loris membership when the new church was finished and
that the Hebron church building was sold and removed.
The parsonage lot on Patterson Street was sold to W.P. Marlowe in February, 1907, by
the Trustees for the Methodist Church, South Carolina Conference, Loris Circuit. They were
L.D. Suggs, J.C. Bryant, J.N. Cox, M.L. Gore, W .H. Long, L.F. Bryant and R. Levingston,
and all of these had to approve and sign the deed.
About this same time in 1907 a parsonage on Walnut Street was built under the
pastorage of the Rev. T.W. Godbold.
The membership of the church grew and additional classrooms were needed badly. In
1923 R.E. Brown, then superintendent of the Sunday School, addressed the need for additional space to the congregation . The members decided that they would raise the money to
renovate the church and build additional classrooms. One of the proposed changes was that
the building would be moved back from the street and that a porch would be added. A
thirty foot extension would also be built onto the rear to accommodate the choir and provide additional classrooms. The members at once pledged the sum of $700 for this work
and it was begun almost immediately.
Dr. and Mrs. J.D. Thomas, Sr., bought and planted two cedar trees, one on each side
of the steps leading to the porch. These trees grew and remained there until the building
was sold and removed.
When the renovations were completed, it was discovered that the addition at the rear
protruded three of four feet onto the property of Ben Stevens. When he called this to the
attention of the members, they decided to purchase the lot. Stevens was willing to sell and
an additional 25 feet of land was sold to the church for the sum of $200;
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As time went on, the congregation outgrew this small church, so the members voted to
seek another location and build a larger church . Mr. and Mrs. Y.P. McQueen donated a lot
facing on Broad Street and going back to the McQueen homesite property line.
The church and land on Patterson Street was sold in 1946 to E.E. Prince, Sr. and J.B.
Prince, Jr. Their business was growing and they needed additional land for expansion. They,
in turn, sold the building for the nominal sum of $1.00 to the A.M.E. Church which had
the building moved to its present location. It has since been renovated and is in use at the
present.
During 194 7, when the Rev. B. C. Gleaton was pastor, a building committee was appointed: Harry C. Lewis, chairman, Dan Hardwick, Grover Suggs, andJ.H. Yon. The
building contract was awarded to a Mr. Wilkerson and work was begun early in 1947.
While the work was in progress, the Loris High School gymnasium was made available
for services. When heat became necessary in the fall, the Loris High School auditorium was
used.
It soon became evident that the contractor who was hired to do the building was not
performing satisfactorily and the committee decided to dismiss him. They approached R.E.
Brown and asked him to take over the work. This he did and the church was finished at a
cost of around $56,000 late in 1947. A short while before it was completed Miss Marian
Graham, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Graham, Sr., was married in it.
Although finished in 1947, the church was not dedicated until all the debt had been
paid off. This service was held in the summer of 1950 by Bishop Harrell.
A new organ was purchased for the church in 1947 and installed when the church was
completed. The initial donation for the organ was given by Mrs . Nell Stanley in memory of
her first husband, Nathan E. Hardwick, II.
For approximately thirty years Mrs. Rowena Hardwick was organist for the Loris
Methodist Church. She gave a great deal of time and talent to this form of worship. The
collection plats now in use were given in her memory by members of the choir.
Money for the pews were given by various members of the congregation and other furnishings were memorials or gifts.
In June, 1954, when the Rev. Walter]. Smoak was serving the church, the Official
Board took action to have the church become a station. It was agreed that the Loris church
would assume the budget for the charge and would agree also to give the circuit parsonage
in Loris to the remaining churches on the circuit. The church became a station on June 15,
1954 and the lot on the corner of Broad and McQueen Streets was purchased from Dr. and
Mrs . J.D. Thomas, Sr., as the site of a new parsonage. E.A. Bethea drew up the plans for
the three bedroom, brick building, and it was erected by Boyd Builders. The work was completed inJanuary 1955 at the cost of$21,000. The Rev. Walter]. Smoak and his family
were the first occupants. The parsonage was dedicated on May 16, 1955 by the Rev. Herbert
L. Spell, Marion District Superintendent.
There were few changes in the church during the next twenty years except that in 1959,
at the instigation of Mrs. A.G. Long, funds were solicited for installing air-conditioning.
This was a most welcome improvement. At the same time the heating system was overhauled and put into good condition.
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The need for repairs and additional classroom space caused the Official Board to appoint a building committee for renovating the church. Walter N. Taylor was elected chairman and other members were Mrs. T.E. Duke, Mrs. T.W. Stanley, J.C. Hipp and R.E.
Naugher.
In the second year of the Rev. J.F. Forrester's pastorage, sometime during 1967, plans
were completed for the renovation and the contract was given to Moore Construction Company of Myrtle Beach on May 25, 1967. After the annual conference in June that year the
Rev. Cecil M. Camlin, Jr. succeeded the Rev. Forrester. While renovations were going on,
services were held in the auditorium of the old junior high school.
Mrs. James Graham, Sr., indicated her wish to have a steeple placed on the church
and, while the renovations were being done, foundation work was done to allow the steeple
to be erected. Mrs. Graham donated the steeple in memory of her husband and it added
much to the beauty of the building.
All the pews that had been in use were removed and refinished before being replaced.
On Dec. 24, 1967, the Rev. Carl Parker, Superintendent of the Marion District, came
to dedicate the renovated church and the memorial steeple. The final cost of the renovation
was $74,000, of which a loan for $50,000 was secured.
In 1968 Loris Methodist Church voted in favor of becoming Loris United Methodist
Church when the Methodists united with the Evangelical United Brethren. During the years
of the Rev. Carl Harris' ministry, a very active and outstanding missionary program was
begun. Mr. Harris was ably assisted in this project by Mrs . Lois Snavely whose father and
mother, the Revs. Baxter Mow, were missionaries to India.
In 1982 during the pastorate of the Rev. John Rush, a building committee consisting of
Singleton Bailey, chairman, Nell Stanley, Alice Marlowe, Ernest Snavely, J.C. Hipp, Hubert
Gibson and Ed Prince led the church in the building of some new classrooms and a new
fellowship hall and kitchen . In the spring of that year a groundbreaking ceremony was held
with the two oldest church members, Mrs. Lalla Stevens and R.E . Brown, assisting. The new
addition, which cost $160,000, was dedicated to the memory of E.W. Prince, Jr., on Dec.
19, 1982.
Although some indebtedness was incurred to pay for the new addition, the E.W.
Prince, Jr. Fellowship Hall was free of debt by the time the Rev . John Rush was assigned to
another church. On June 9, 1985, a service and a dinner were held to celebrate the
mortgage burning.
An expansion to the scout building was also completed in 1982. This was made possible through church funds, donations by scouts' parents, and a donation by the E.W. Prince,
Jr., family. Scout Troop 847, now under the leadership of Scoutmaster Edward C. Suggs,
not only has served a large number of boys, but also has won many awards at all levels of
scouting. The troop began in 1952.
In 1987 upon the recommendation of the Trustee, it was decided to incorporate the
church with the legal assistance of an attorney, Carroll D. Padgett. The incorporation was
done in the name of the official listing of the South Carolina Methodist Conference: Loris
First United Methodist Church.
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Ministers who have served the Loris Methodist Church: Phillip Alcemus Murray, 1882,
1 year; James Elmon Grier, 1883, 1 year; William Bennett Baker, 1884, 2 years; W.M.
Harden, 1886, 2 years; J.D. Frierson, 1888, 1 year; M.M. Ferguson, 1890, 2 years; William
C. Gleaton, 1892, 1 year; J.R. Copeland, 1883, 3 years; John R. Sojourner, 1896, 2 years;
N.L. Wiggins, 1898, 1 year; M.F. Dukes and Henry L. Singleton, 1900; 1 year; W.H. Kirton, 1901, 1 year; SJ. McConnell, 1902, 3 years; Thomas W. Godbold, 1905, 2 years; T.F.
Gibson, 1907, 2 years; Henry L. Singleton, 1909, 2 years; S.T. Creech, 1910 4 years; D.D.
Jones, 1914, 1 year; H.W. Shealy, 1915, 1 year; W.B. Duncan, Jr., 1916, 1 year; J.L.
Mullinix, 1917, 3 years; C.S. Felder, 1920, 1 year; William S. Mitchum, 1921, 2 years; Edward P. Hutson, 1923, 1 year; K.S. Carmichael, 1924, 3 years; F.E. Hodges, 1927, 2 years;
Paul T. Wood, 1929, 3 years; Edward B. Johnson, 1932, 4 years; Benjamin H. Covington,
1936, 3 years; B.C. Gleaton, 1939, 12 years; Walter]. Smoak, 1951, 5 years; Kenneth W.
Bedenbaugh, 1956, 4 years; Dan H. Montgomery, 1960, 5 years; John G. Forrester, 1965, 2
years; Cecil Camlin, Jr., 1967, 1 112 years; F. Carlisle Smith, 1969, 112 year; Carl N. Harris,
1969, 6 years; George C. Owens, 1975, 2 years; John Rush, 1977, 8 years; Bob Verhorn,
1985-.

HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH NO. 5
The Household of Faith No. 5 was established in 1964 by Bishop A.D. Sanders and
Elder G.W. Chambers. The pastor is the Elder L. Israel.

MT. RONA
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
The Mt . Rona Baptist
Church, located on Church
Street, was organized in 1904
under the leadership of the
Rev. T.W. Bass, pastor, A.B.
Hall and Tom Hall. It was a
felt need of the people in
Loris to have a church to worship within. It was built on a
piece of land that was given
by Simp Bryant and family .
Upon completion, the church
was named Rona Missionary
Baptist Church. The pastor and members agreed to become affiliated with the Kingston
Lake Missionary Baptist Association.
The first Deacon Board was organized and the following men were elected and ordained:
A.B. Hall, Henry Bullock, Charlie Watson, Percle Graham, Bart Graham, and later Tommie
Stanley and Tom Vereen were added. Tom Hall was elected as the first clerk, and he was
followed by Mrs. Annie S. Graham. Other departments were organized, such as the Sunday
School; Charlie Watson was the first superintendent. In the years to follow these men served
as pastors of Mt . Rona: the Reverends Joe Gore, Olin Chestnut, Morgan G. Lewis, Jessie
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Faulk, Anthony Graham, Bennie Stevenson, Luther Stevenson, G.W. Watson (1946-1960),
W.H.D. Flowers (November, 1960), Frank F. Gore (1963), Elbert Graham (September 20,
1964, to February 1984), and Dennis Graham (1985 to date) .
William S. Lewis was elected as the second superintendent of the Sunday School, and
served in that capacity for twenty-seven years until his death in December, 1952. Lewis P.
Gould was elected as his successor in January , 1953, and served in that position until 1982 .
Roscoe Hardee is the present superintendent.
Mr. Rona was built in 1951 , and located at its present site, just a few feet from the
original site, under the leadership of Rev. G .W. Watson . The Deacon Board consisted of
Charlie Watson, chairman, Tommy Stanley, and Wilbur Graham. Fred D . Watson later was
ordained and replaced Graham. Cleveland M. Lewis was elected as clerk of the church and
other clerks that followed were: Jerry Williams, Mrs. Maude Dewitt, James D. McNeil and
J.C. Hardee, the present clerk. Mrs. Nettie Graham was the first Mother of the Church, and
on January 1, 1967, Mrs. Mary Shipman was chosen and served until her death June 11 ,
1986. Present Mothers of the Church are Mrs. Beulah Stanley, Mrs. Ola Rowell, Mrs . Chrisy
Smith and Mrs. Julia Carter.
In 1952, the Usher Board was organized by Mrs. Willa Graham Walters. The first
president was Mrs. Callie Floyd . Other presidents were Mrs. Ella Jefferson, Mrs. Annie
Chestnut, Mrs. Mamie Davis, Roscoe Hardee, Mrs. Halestine Gould, and Mrs . Clara Vereen.
The current president is Mrs. Minnie L. Faulk.

Nettie Graham, instrumental in
helping to get the first school for
blacks in Loris.

Mr. and Mrs. Bart Graham
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The Missionary Society was organized by Mrs. Rena Bullock and Mrs. Ella Graham .
Mrs . Bullock served as the first president. She was followed by Mrs . Ella Jefferson, Mrs.
Plumer Lewis Green, Mrs. Mattie Sarvis, Mrs. Mattie Stevens, Mrs. Rachel Cooper, and Mrs .
Isabell Graham. The Society is presently headed by Mrs. Maude Dewitt. the Missionary
Society has grown so rapidly that it has been expanded into several other age groups, such
as, the Young Women's Auxiliary, headed by Mrs. Ann Moss; The G.A.s headed by Mrs .
Minnie Faulk; The Junior Girls; headed by Mrs. Ruby G. Nichols and Mrs. Melvina Lewis;
and the Sunbeams, headed by Miss Gloria Gould and Miss Rachelle Moss.
The first recollection of the church choir is that it was directed by William S. Lewis,
succeeded by Cleveland Lewis, Theodore R. Lewis, Clyde Graham and James D. McNeil. In
1955 the Junior Choir was organized by Mrs. Annie Chestnut, who served as president.
Other choirs in the church are the Senior Choir, Male Chorus and the Gospelettes. The present Music Department is headed by Mrs. Mattie Stevens, who was the first musician of the
church . She was later joined by Miss Gloria Gould and Miss Audrey Gould. Some of the
original members of the Senior Choir through the years were Mrs. Maggie Vereen, Greely
Rowell, Mrs. Pattie Jean Goff, Mrs. Chrissy Smith, Mrs. Maggie Beaufort, Mrs. Eliza Rowell
Sindab, Mrs. Ella Jefferson, Mrs. Mattie]. Davis, Mrs. Freddie Lewis Lee, Mrs. Georgia M.
Lewis, Mrs. Flossie Long, Mrs . Plumer Lewis Green, Mrs. Earlene Brown, Mrs. Gertrude
Stevens, Mrs. Myrtle Leggette, Mrs. Annie Mae Johnson, Mrs. Queenie Galloway and Mrs.
Mamie Davis.
In 1951, the Banking Committee was developed. The members were Fred Watson,
Lewis P. Gould and William S. Lewis. Today it is called the Trustee Board. It was
reorganized in January, 1965. Thomas Dewitt is the chairman. Its original members were
Tom Vereen, Jimmy Bellamy, and Robert Hardee.
In 1963-1964 the church was in a period of reconstruction. Three new deacons were
elected and ordained under the leadership of the Rev. Elbert Graham. They were Theodore
R. Lewis, Sr., chairman, Mack C. Stevens and Jerry Williams. The Deacon Wives Auxiliary
was organized in 1964, and became affiliatd with the Kingston Lake Missionary Baptist
Association Deaconess Union. They were Mrs. Georgia M. Lewis, Mrs. Beulah Williams and
Mrs. Gertrude Stevens. The present Deaconesses aer Mrs. Georgia M. Lewis, Mrs . Beulah
Williams, Mrs . Halestine Gould, Mrs . Minnie L. Faulk, Mrs. Geraldine Hardee and Mrs.
Elease McNeil.
The sexton of the church was Mr. Mat Grate, who served the church faithfully until his
death. He was responsible for the ringing of the church bells for many years.
The need was felt that the young people should be involved in the church process. The
Junior Church was organized under the direction of Roscoe Hardee. The first president of
the Junior Church was Harold Johnson, followed by Adolph H. Lewis. Ms. Rachelle Moss is
presently the president and Mrs . Ruby G. Nichols, advisor. Three young men were elected
as Junior Deacons. They were Harold Johnson, Adolph H. Lewis and Thessolonia Graham.
Keith Melvin and Curtis Hardee were added later. These young men would be responsible
for the Third Sunday services.

191

Mt. Rona Baptist Church was deeded a piece of land by Joe and Maggie Graham, who
were members of the church. Today that land is the site of the Mt. Rona Baptist Church
Cemetery. It has been beautifully landscaped and is taken care of by the Church Cemetery
Committee. The Cemetery Committee consists of James Faulk, John C. Hardee, Robert
Vereen, Amos Gause, Jerry Williams, Ander Shipman and James Bellamy.
Young men who have entered the ministry as products of Mt. Rona Baptist Church include the late Rev. C. Lewis Manning, Rev. Elbert Graham, Rev. J.B . Stanley, Rev.
Thessolonia Graham, Rev. Rudolph Smith, Rev. Charles Graham, Rev. Earl Williams, Rev.
Covell Moore, Rev. Clarence R. Lewis, Rev. James E. Lewis, Rev. William S. Lewis, and
Rev. Rudolph Lewis. The Lewis brothers are the sons of the late William S. and Ruth B.

.
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Since the Rev. Elbert Graham was elected as pastor in 1964, the church has grown
enormously. Such interior and exterior renovations have been completed as the educational
facility, the organ, the pews, and pulpit furniture, the carpeting, the intercom system ,
stained glass windows, air conditioning, and the furnishing of the pastor's study.
Mt. Rona Baptist Church continues to flourish under the pastorage of the Rev. Dennis
Graham, who was elected as pastor and installed on July 7, 1985, with the aid of our present Deacon Board, James Faulk, chairman , Lewis P. Gould, Theodore R. Lewis, Sr., Jerry
Williams, Roscoe Hardee, Clyde Graham and James McNeil.

MT. ZION BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Loris, SC

A meeting was held on March 10, 1887, for the purpose of constituting a new church.
Elders H. D. Grainger and George F. Stanley presided and]. B. Skipper, N .M. Harrelson,
Franklin Grainger, A.H. Grainger, members of Pleasant Meadow and Honey Camp
Churches were present and the following were constituted into the new Mt. Zion : (Male
Members) Franklin W. Fowler, Elias B. Harrelson, George Blackburn , Elisha M. Harrelson,
Benjamin P. Harrelson , Joseph F. Harrelson, William A.C. Harrelson, and George M.
Fowler; (Female Members) Mary F. Skipper, Anna]. Skipper, Nancy E. Grainger, and Francis H. Fowler.
On the day it was founded John B. Skipper was called as the supply pastor and the
first deacons were appointed: Elias B. Harrelson, H.D. Grainger, and George F. Stanley.
George M. Fowler was elected clerk, Benjamin P. Harrelson, treasurer, and George
Blackburn, xexton. Early the next month it named as trustees George Blackburn , Elias B.
Harrelson and George M. Fowler. The building committee named consisted of James H .
Harrelson, John B. Skipper, Elias B. Harrelson and Franklin Grainger.
The first baptisms in the new church were Anna J . Harrelson and Harley H . Grainger.
The construction of the present church building began in 1947 on land donated by
W.M. Strickland and the dedication was held in the summer of 1954. The fellowship
building was dedicated on Oct . 30, 1977 . For the first time a pastor, The Rev. David
Watts, was called to serve the church full -time in March, 1986. Mt . Zion celebrated its one
hundredth anniversary in March 1987 .
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The following men have been licensed or ordained as ministers by Mt. Zion : A.D. Harrelson, 1912; W .A.C. Harrelson, 1916; Sam Lloyd Sarvis, 1951; Eldon Grainger, 1964; and
Sterling Sarvis, 1986.
The following have been pastors for Mt. Zion: John B. Skipper, March 1887; C.P.
Bullock, September 1901; J.W. Todd, September 1903; George F. Stanley, August 1907;
H .B. Roberts, August 1908; John T. Caines, December 1913; A.D. Harrelson, October
1914; H.K. Marlowe, June 1916;]. Kelly Todd, July 1920; A.R. Soles, July 1925; S.A.
Hatley, June 1927; A.T. Rogers, May 1936; W.A.C. Harrelson, July 1937;]. Robert Carter,
Sr., November 1937; G. Clyde Prince, May 1941; Ralph A. Johnson, November 1945; G.
Clyde Prince, October 1954;]. Wilbur Squires, October 1962; Roland M. Lee, May 1965;
W.M. (Billy) Prince, November 1970; W .L. (Bill) Thompson, May 1976; Doyce Norris ,
April 1979; and David Watts, October 1984.

PRINCE CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Land donated by Mr. and Mrs. Prince in rural Live Oak community was the site of the
Old Prince Chapel Missionary Baptist Church. It was organized under the leadership of the
Rev. Morgan Lewis, first pastor, in 1939. Some of the members helping were Brothers ·
Henry Johnson, Nathan Rives, Connest McZeke, Fred Jordan, Sister Ardella B. Jordan and
many others.
The church continued to grow under the leadership of the Rev. Luther Graham
(1941-1975), the Rev. Herman Stevenson (1975-1983), the Rev. Ben Simmons (1983-1987)
and the Rev. Gilbert Spain (1987-date). The assistant pastors of Prince Chapel were the
Rev. Ben Simmons (1975-1983) and the Rev. Paul Purvis (1983-date).
In the late fifties some land was purchased from Otis Graham on Maple Street, Loris,
and a new church was built . In 1960 it was ready for service and was called New Prince
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church . Worship services are held on the second and fourth Sundays at 11:00 a.m. arid 5:00 p .m.
Many members have served the church over the years . The Deacons are Harold Jordan,
Ben Simmons, Ben Giland, James Farmer, Sol Jordan and Ben Jordan, King Graham, James
Holmes, Sr., Eddie Holmes, Robert Pasley and Lucky Bromell. Trustes have been John
Vereen, George Pierce, Walter Griffin, Alex McZeke, James Holmes, Lucky Bromell, Eddie
Holmes, Robert Pasley, James Vereen, Leroy Johnson, Willie Simmons, Junior Brown,
Melvin Stephens, Cecil Bromell, Ben Simmons, Jr. and Ellis Smith .
Missionary Society presidents have been Maggie Johnson, Ardella Jordan and Gladys
McNeil.
ArdellaJordan, Rosa Lee Carr, A. Butler, Nancy Wells, Mildren Holmes and Essie
Bromell have been church secretaries . Finance secretaries have been Lucky Bromell
(1976-1982), Barbara Stephen (1982-1983) and Lucky Bromell (1984-date) .
Presidents of the Usher Board were Florence Simmons, Carrie Holmes, Hester Holmes,
Lucky Bromell , Joann Pasley and Cecil Bromell. Mrs. Gladys McNeil has been musician
(1978). The Sunday Scho9l superintendents were King Graham and Robert Pasley.
In 1977 the young people were organized. The first president was Barbara Stephen.
Willie James Simmons is now serving as president.
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Prince Chapel has two active choirs, the senior and the young adult.
Prince Chapel Missionary Baptist Church is the church where Jesus Christ is Lord and
everybody is somebody.

ST. STEPHEN AFRICAN ME1HODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
In the early years, records were not kept of the events happening in the church, so
what we know was passed down through talk by the few elder members that are still with
us.
No one seems to remember the exact date the church was organized, but information
leads us to believe it was around 1910.
James A. Crawford lived in Little River and attended an A.M.E. church there. After
deciding to move to Loris, he learned there was not an A.M.E. church here, so he decided
to start one. With the help of Tom Crockett, and others (we don't know their names), he
started St. Stephen A.M.E. Church in a little house on a side street off Highway 9 East,
near where the Dairy Maid is now located. The Rev. Jake Lewis was the pastor. About 1915
the Rev. John Graham donated the land where the church now stands on Hill Street. John
Graham, James A. Crawford, Tom Crockett and others built a small church and conducted
services under Graham's leadership .
It was said the church building was used for a school during the week . After a few
years, the church got another pastor, the Rev. Joe Stanley. At this time the stewards were
James A. Crawford and Tom Crockett. The church secretary was Virginia Crawford.

The church moved along for the next few years. Among its pastors were the Reverends
Riggins, Taylor and Hemingway.
In 1946, E.E. Prince and J.B. Prince, Jr. gave St . Stephen A.M.E. a church building
they had purchased from the United Methodist Church . The building was moved to Hill
Street and is still being used, although it has been renovated.
In 1947, St. Stephen joined the South Carolina Northeast Conference, which made the
church part of a family of A.M.E. churches under the leadership of Bishop Frank M. Reid.
The conference is divided into districts . St. Stephen is part of the Marion District which was
under Elder Robinson at that time .
The church continued to grow in membership. In 1962, the building was bricked
under the leadership of the Rev. T. E. Shields and Stewards Willie Miller, Marion Miller,
Albert Brown and James A. Crawford, Jr. These men did a lot of the inside carpentry work
themselves. During this time our Marion district leader was Elder A.J. Jenkins. In 1974 the
church put down carpet on the floor and a few years later bought new pews. This was done
under the leadership of the Rev. F. Dennison.
In 1987 we have just completed a fellowship building adjoined to the church building.
This has been done under the leadership of a great pastor, the Rev. B.D . Bellamy, who has
been pastoring for nine years.
We are now under the Northeast Conference leadership of Bishop F.C. James and
Marion District Leader Elder M.W. Singleton . Our Stewards are George G . Cooper, Rodie
Williams, James Johnson, Sr., James Jacobs, Jr., James Johnson , Jr. , and Lizzie B. Conyers .
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The Stewards secretary is Debbie Robinson and the treasurer is Bobbie]. Brown . Trustees
are James Johnson, Jr., Lila Watson, Samuel Brown, Sr., Sarah Brown, Ophelia Bellamy,
James Johnson, Sr., George G. Cooper and John A. Brown. Our oldest member is Sis. Lila
Watson, a faithful worker.
The church is still growing. We have 78 members. We are keeping the faith of our
forefathers. That faith is in God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
When Richard Allen, a slave in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, started the African
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1787, it was to give people of African descent a place to
worship that would recognize "God as our Father, Christ as our Redeemer and Man as our
Brother." The people of African descent needed to be encouraged to see that they too were
children of God who had rights and responsibilities. Even though the people were
mistreated, they never strayed from the course charted by Richard Allen. The church still
lives by the spiritual doctrine of "God our Father, Christ our Redeemer, Man our Brother."
In appreciation of the services of the pastors, secretaries, and treasurers who have served
so well, we will name them in the order they served.
Pastors --The Reverends Jake Lewis, John Graham, Joe Stanley, Riggins, Taylor, P.H.
Moore, L.A. Stevenson, J.A. Hudson, Gause , McQueen, T .E. Shields, G.H. Moore, F.
Dennison, M. Hamlin, and B.D . Bellamy , present pastor.
Secretaries -- Virginia Crawford, Ruth Crawford, Thelma Brown, Elouise Miller,
Dorothy Brown, Beatrice Brown, Bobbie]. Brown and Debbie Robinson, present secretary .
Treasurers -- The church money was consolidated in a treasury in 1975. Treasurers who
have served are Beatrice Brown, Rachel Cooper, and Bobbie J . Brown, present treasurer.

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH, LORIS, S.C.
A group of twenty-five persons met May 12, 1965 at the Masonic Hall, Hill Street,
Loris, for the purpose of organizing a new church . The devotional service was led by Rev .
Albert Faulk. He began by singing Hymn No . 264, "Must Jesus Bear The Cross Alone".
The Scripture was taken from Gen. 26:1 read by the Rev. E.W. Roundtree. Deacon C.M.
Watson offered prayer and the closing hymn , "Amazing Grace", was lined and sung by the
group .
The executive board of Kingston Lake Association was in charge , the Rev . S. V. Riggins
presiding . The Constitution Committee was appointed and church officers elected. The
group then voted that the name of the new church should be Second Baptist Church.
Trustees were elected and a motion was accepted that the Rev. G .W. Watson be the pastor.
After a service and sermon by the Rev. Roundtree, the service was turned over to the officers and an offering was taken . The charge to the new church was given by the Rev . A.T.
Graham , Kingston Lake Missionary. There were remarks by the Rev . S.V. Riggins and the
new pastor and the Rev . E.W. Roundtree gave the benediction .
The new church grew and prospered . The officers negotiated with the late Roscoe
Bryant and he sold the group a parcel of land that is the site of the present church. Months
later ground-breaking services were held and the building has been completed . The cornerstone was laid Sept . 16 , 1973. One new addition has been made to the building .
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SILENT GROVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Organized in 1870, the Silent Grove Missionary Baptist Church is located in the
Finklea Community, on Highway 917, six miles west of Loris. Silent Grove's origin was
through the High Hill Missionary Baptist Church which is located eight miles west of the
Finklea community.
Silent Grove's first pastor was the Rev. Croslin. Christian leadership assistance was provided by deacons Sender Bullock, Stephen Joe Floyd, and Baccus Bullock. After numerous
worships under trees, the church was constructed on one acre of land donated by Deacon
Baccus Bullock. Silent Grove was affiliated with the Grace Creek Missionary Baptist Association in North Carolina until the Kingston Lake Missionary Baptist Association was organized
in 1887.
Silent Grove has a long rich history and a very promising future. It's accomplishment
can be credited to the Lord's Blessing through Christian ministry provided by its membership and pastors.
The pastors and church uplifting were as follows:
Church Uplifting or

Pastors
Rev . Croslin
Rev . Orlant
Rev. E.D. Butler
Rev. R.B. Hunter
Rev. H.H. Wilson
Rev. M.G. Lewis
Rev. O.E. Chestnut
Rev . Jessie Faulk
Rev. Frank Graham
Rev. 1. M. Stevenson

Years of Service
1871-1876
1877-1883
1884-1887
1888-1894
1895-1899
1900-1904
1917-1927
1928-1930
1931-1936
1937-1947

Rev . Jessie Faulk

1948-1949

Rev . Mcintosh
Rev. A.W. Stackhouse
Rev . Wescot Johnson

1950-1951
1952-1953
1954-1956

Rev . A.W. Stackhouse
Rev . Benjamin J. Gordon
Rev . H.H. Singleton

1957-1958
1959-1960
1960-1963

Rev. Ralph Canty
Rev. Lonnie B. Chestnut

1964-1966
1967 - ?
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Accomplishments

1904 through 1916 NO RECORDS
The Church was enlarged.
Purchased land on Highway
91 7 from Brother I.]. Rogers
and new church was
constructed .
Died . Missionary finished
unexpired time.
Purchased Pulpit chairs
laid cornerstone and purchased heating system
Remodeled and brick
veneered church
Purchased piano
Purchased new pews,
carpeted floor, purchased air
conditioners, two flags .
Educational Department
and dining area added to
the church

In 1982 the elected officers were Mrs. Hattie Washington, president, Carolyn Adams,
vice-president, Mrs. Melzetta W. Gore, secretary-treasurer, Ms. Shelia Gore, chairlady of
program committee, Mrs . Sula Ward, co-chairlady of program committee.
The Youth Department of Silent Grove Missionary Baptist Church was successfully
directed by Ms . Winnie B. Floyd for several years. On September 18, 1986, she resigned
due to her physical condition. She worked diligently with the youth for more than ten
years. The Church Family will always be grateful for the time, energy and patience she gave
to train them. May God continue to bless her.

SIMPSON CREEK
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH
Although the early
records of this church are lost,
there is a deed from Bro . John
Cox in 1898 for two acres of
land for the church. The first
pastor recorded is George W.
Gore, who joined the church
in 1884, his wife, Mary Ann
Cox Gore, uniting in 1894.
One of their ten children was
Herman W. Gore, owner of

the first Gateway Drug Store on Main St.

Today there is a membership of 29 and the pastor is Elder W.W. Horne, whose grandfather , Jacob R. Horne, was also a minister and often attended meetings. In the late 1800s
and early 1900s there was a membership list of fifty to sixty members and hundreds of nonmembers have attended regularly and supported the church.

SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
There are records of Springfield Baptist Church dating back to 1851, when it was
located on the Loris-Camp Swamp Road by Springfield Cemetery. In 1916 land was donated
by J.B . Hughes for a new church site, about one-half mile from Graham's Crossroads (Deed
Book W4 , p. 28, Horry County Courthouse). This is the present site . Construction began
with materials and labor donated by members of the church and the community . It was
finished in 1918.
In 1944 that building was torn down and a new church was built which had four
classrooms . Services were held in Hull's Island Schoolhouse during construction. Two more
classrooms were added in 1956 . A fellowship building was erected on the church grounds in
1967. In 1968 extensive renovation of the church was begun and included brick veneer and
a new roof. The interior was completely redone to include new wall finishes, ceilings,
carpeting and furn iture . In 1986 two additional classrooms were constructed and restrooms
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were added to the church. Concrete walks were also poured . The fellowship building was
remodeled to include a porch, additional inside space, a new roof and new furnishings,
cabinets and floors. This was completed in 1987.
God has wonderfully blessed us as brothers and sisters in Christ, working together in
the Kingdom of our Lord.

TRINITY BAPTIST
CHURCH
On April 15, 1984, a
group of concerned Christians
met at Mauro Realty to pray
together and discuss the future
God had in store for their
lives . Some 14 people were in
attendance and they decided
several basic things :
1. To form a prayer and

2. To ask the Rev . C.E. Scarborough,

Jr.

Bible Study group
which would meet
every Sunday at 11:00
for worship and
Thursday evenings for
Bible Study .

to lead them in worship and Bible study.

3. To prayerfully attend and to seek God's will for the direction of the group .
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The following Sunday was Easter, April 22. Forty worshipers gathered to celebrate
Christ's resurrection . It was a warm and meaningful service which was followed by two
months of regular worship and Bible study. The attendance continued with about 40 present each Sunday and some 60 who showed interest in the group .
A steering committee was elected for the group consisting of Frank Cameron, Mr. and
Mrs . Nick Mauro, Carl Rogers, and Mr. and Mrs. Fulton Wright. They met immediately
with the Waccamaw Baptist Association Committees relating to new churches to discuss
their reason for existence and to seek advice on future steps. On May 31 the steering committee recommended to the group that steps be taken to become a church and that a formal call be extended to the Rev. Scarborough to come as Pastor. These motions were received unanimously .
The generous use of Wright's Restaurant each week was given by the new owners,
Laten and Alice Reaves, but a longing for more adequate facilities grew in the worshipers.
After several weeks of prayer and study, the church voted on September 2 to purchase property on the Tabor City Highway which was owned by the Church of God. A fire had
damaged the building, but it was deemed repairable . The next week work began .
It was decided that most of the renovation would be done by church members . Nick
Mauro, a retired contractor, would coordinate and supervise. The Pastor would help Nick
and every other member would work, pray, and give as time was available , each one in a
sacrificial way according to his ability.

Every member of Trinity Baptist Church did his part. Through the hot days of fall and
cold of winter the work went on , sometimes into the late hours of the night and always
with great flourish on Saturday afternoons. With the passing weeks, a disastrously smokedamaged structure was stripped out, cleaned and rebuilt.
The interior ceiling was changed from flat to cathedral. Room spacing was rearranged .
New wiring and fixtures were installed. Concrete block walls were covered with drywall.
Much of the finishing material was handmade from rough lumber. Anything salvageable
from the old structure was reused in the new, particularly on the front exterior . A stately
front porch provides an entirely new look. Even those who worked long hours to renovate
the structure can scarcely believe the miracles which have taken place.
The sanctuary will seat 180 with five educational areas including a small fellowship
hall . Interior colors are in shades of blue with a handmade cross of walnut finished in oil as
a centerpiece . The pulpit furniture is of dark oak complimented by brass offering plates . An
organ was donated by Mrs . Leah Whittington and a piano by Mrs . Fulton Wright.
The first Sunday School director was Carl Rogers; treasurer, Molly Rogers ; and clerk,
Patricia Stevens. First elected deacons are Frank Cameron, Pearl Heniford, Carl Rogers and
Gene Stevens . In November of 1985 , the Rev. Richard Banks began serving as the second
pastor. On September 20, 1986, a baptistry was installed. A dedication service of baptism
was held on September 21, 1987, with seven candidates being baptized.
God has blessed the congregation with new converts and significant growth .
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ANNIE LEE SINGLETON BAILEY
Mrs. Douglas Bailey (Annie Lee Singleton)
is truly a native of Loris. She was born in the
old home which still stands far back on the
property where her present home is located. It
was originally known as the W.A. Patterson
homeplace. However, some of her childhood years
were spent in two other homes; one was later
sold to Oscar Todd and the other was a structure that once served as a schoolhouse.
Some of her earliest memories involve her
father, who was a rural mail carrier for route 2.
At first he used a road cart pulled by a mule.
Later on he drove a Model T . Early cars
frightened mules and horses, and when one
approached, the wagon driver had to get down
and hold the animal to calm it down . The little girl began to accompany her father on his
route, and at age nine learned to drive the car.
She learned the people in the surrounding
area. Sometimes strange items were ordered by mail. One patron took delivery on a length
of copper pipe, which was not wrapped, but tagged.
The unpaved and unimproved roads were a real challenge in those days. Getting bogged
down was a regular occurrence. When this happened, the driver blew his horn and the nearby
inhabitants would respond with some means of pulling the car out of the mud. Sometimes
the boards were loose in the long wooden bridge near Buck Creek Church. Then Annie Lee
had to stand on them to steady them while her father drove across.
One interesting activity observed on the route was dipping cattle to kill ticks and other
insects. The animals were walked through big vats.
The bumpy road did have one fringe benefit. Annie Lee's mother sent along the milk
ready to be churned for butter. By the end of the trip the task was accomplished without the
usual effort.
In those days, people learned to improvise and "make do". To protect her father from
extreme heat, her mother attached peach tree leaves on his hat.
A trip to the beach was a big undertaking. A ferry at Wortham's Landing took
beachgoers across the river. Covered wagons took people who camped out and stayed a full
week.
As a teenager, Mrs. Bailey recalls attending monthly missionary meetings in the homes.
After regular programs were finished and refreshments served, the chaperones left, but the
party continued until the late hour of 10:00 p.m.
Ball games and other entertainment took place Fridays, but never on school nights. Mr.
and Mrs. M.J. Bullock held a firm rein on school related activities.
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Another important event of the day was to meet the train to see who got off. One day
Mrs. Bailey and some of her friends decided to ride to Tabor City although they didn't have
the money for fares . Fortunately the conductor excused the debt and they walked back to
Loris.
Mrs. Bailey remembers the old wooden stores that lined the street. There was an ice
plant where big blocks of ice were kept in sawdust.
It was slower paced living in those days, but full of events that made fond memories.

C.P. BREWER
I came to Loris on October 17, 1929 to work as Clerk
Operator for the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company. I
caii1e on the train and had a pass. If it had been necessary to
buy a ticket, I probably would have had to borrow the
money to purchase it. I checked in at the Loris Hotel, which
was operated by Mrs. H.L. Eidwon, and went to work.
Some of the schoolteachers stayed at the Loris Hotel
where we had some great bridge games at night. It was at a
bridge game there that I met Fannie Graham, a teacher, who
became my wife . Later on I boarded with Mrs. Lalla M.
Stevens who also kept schoolteachers and tobacco men during
tobocco season. With the schoolteachers in the winter and
tobacco men during tobacco season, we had some wonderful
times, lots of good food and a drink sometimes before supper during tobacco season.
I married Fannie Graham in 1936 and we lived with her mother, Mrs . Fannie Bryant
Graham, in her home where the Southern National Bank now stands until 1959. I had fifty
plus years of a happy life with my wife and I am one of few men who dearly loved my
mother-in-law. In 1930 the present Loris High School was built and that greatly helped the
situation. The school buses had terrible roads on which to travel and I told my wife she
ought to pass the students anyway, for if they learned their lessons at home it would be
shaken out of them enroute to school.
At that time Loris did not have street lights or pavement , but plenty of dust and sand .
There were not any paved roads. To get to Tabor City one had to go either by way of
Finklea and Green Sea or Dogwood, as the road from Loris to Tabor City on the east side of
the railroad was not built at that time. To get to Conway one had to go by Finklea, as there
was not a road between Loris and the junction below Gurley. The road to the beach was in
awful condition, but it was always a pleasure to go to Cherry Grove and Ocean Drive and
take a swim . They had a dance at the Pavilion at Ocean Drive on Thursday nights in the
summer which was well attended by Loris people .
Sometime in the 1930s five miles on Highway 9 from Finklea toward Loris was programmed for paving that would stop one mile west of Loris. The people got together and
asked the Highway officials to begin the pavement one mile east of Finklea so we would
have pavement through Loris. That would have the pavement ending somewhere about
where Robert Wolpert now lives . The Highway Department granted the request. Then
federal Highway 701 was established . It came by Green Sea, not touching Loris.
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LENA CARTER BRYANT
Mrs. Bryant is perhaps best known for her flowers and the beauty of her yard, one of
the first to be selected as a "Yard of the Month" for showing the most improvement. After
that she planted 300 rose bushes, which in the years that followed produced blooms that
were a delight to all who saw them. She furnished roses and other flowers for churches,
weddings and other occasions. As much as other people enjoyed the fruit of her labors, she
feels that she derived the most pleasure and satisfaction.

ETHEL COATS
Ethel Coats was born in the Pleasant Meadow Community, June 26, 1919 , to the Rev.
Phillip B. Coats and Nancy Causey Coats . He was the youngest of nine children, six boys
and three girls. He has one living brother, Osbie Coats of Loris .
Coats married Monette Gaskins in 1934 and they had one son, Bobby. She died several
months after his birth. On Oct. 25, 1937, Coats married Violet Johnson from the Juniper
Bay section. They will soon be celebrating their 50th anniversary.
They say they have seen many changes over the past years in their community and in
Loris. They still live on the farm where he was born. He has farmed all his life. During
World War II he got into construction work during the winter and continued this for many
years until his health prevented it.
"I remember having carbide lights in the house, cooking on a wood stove, no plumbing until the 40s when electricity was extended to the country," Mrs . Coats said.
"Farming was much more difficult. We relied on neighbors working together and
mules to do the heavy work. We hand cut wood to be used to cure tobacco. I remember we
took turns staying up all night to keep the fire in the barn going. Nowadays everything is
much more mechanized. We got our first tractor during World War II."
Coats said, "My Dad was a Baptist preacher for forty years. He pastored many churches
in Horry County. Until we got our first car in 1935, it was my responsibility to leave on
Saturday evening with the mule and buggy to take him to the church where he would be
preaching on Sunday. When he pastored a church in Conway, I brought him to Loris where
he would catch a train to Conway. I never did get a chance to ride the train myself."
"There were no paved streets in Loris and the earliest I remember there were only three
or four stores. We rode our buggies to town about once a month for a few groceries and
other things we needed. We didn't buy many farm supplies. About the only thing we
bought was fertilizer. We saved our seed from year to year.
"In the lot that is now between Bertie's and the Fashion Center was a water pump and
a place to tie up horses. The merchants were always very friendly and willing to help the
farmers in any way possible.
Mr. and Mrs. Coats have always been active in their church and community. He served
as choir director for over forty years and as a deacon for many years . Mrs. Coats has been active in W.M.U. Sunday School and choir. They have three children. Bobby and his wife
Geraldine live on the adjoining farm. Joyce Leasure and her husband Larry live in Florence.
Margaret and her husband, Terry, live in Conway. They have six grandchildren and four
great grandchildren.
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JANIE GRAHAM
When I first came to Loris on May 3, 1917 , I was ten
years old. Loris was so small it was almost nonexistent, having just a few houses and a few stores , and one bank on the
site where Mauro'~ Realty stands now. Don McQueen was
cashier. It was later moved to where NBSC now stands with
Dan W . Hardwick as president.
Loris had two drug stores, Loris Drug Store where it
stands now and Gateway Drug Store, owned and managed
by Herman Gore. There were two doctors, Dr. Richardson
and Dr. Thomas Oohn Thomas' father) . Dr. Richardson had
his office in Loris Drug Store and Dr. Thomas had his in
Gateway Drug Store. There was no hospital at that time, but
Dr. Rogers much later was the beginning of that. He and his
family bought and lived in the big white house next to our high school. He started a clinic
there, using the upstairs of the house while his family lived downstairs.
There were two churches, Methodist and Baptist. Loris Methodist Church was on the
site of Prince Chevrolet's old building. We still call it "the old wooden church", for so it
was . Mr. Mullinax (Irene Suggs' father) was the preacher. The Baptist church stood at that
time very near where it does now.
There was one hotel where the Fast Fare is now, owned and managed by Mr. and Mrs.
Jimmy Butler. He was the brother of Ben and George Butler. There was one boarding house
owned and managed by Mrs . Ed Prince. We had no "eating out" place as we do today.
The old, wooden, unpainted, two story schoolhouse stood between Walnut and Main
Street across from M.] .'s Service Station and across from the Dairy Maid. It was a good
school, one where the teachers gave out lessons which were meant to be learned and
prepared for the next day . The teachers had time to teach and they did! They did not have
so much paper work or so many meetings to attend that there was no room left for
teaching. They were there to teach and to give out punishment when needed, whoever you
were, and that they did . We had good teachers, some of whom were Mrs. Capps, Miss
Frances Watson (who later became Mrs. Dawes), Miss Fronie Watson (sister to Mrs. Dawes),
Mrs. Ruth Hughes (Henry's mother), Miss Bess Worley (who became Mrs. Mishoe), Mrs.
Fannie Gore and later Mr. and Mrs. Bullock. The first brick school across from the present
Methodist Church was built between 1920 and 1922 . We had a real good basketball team
for girls, Brice Harrelson, Lucille Singleton, Eva (Sweetie) McQueen, Mabel Brown, Maggie
Watson, me, and others. We also had a good baseball team, but not from the school. It
was made up of whoever wanted to play and there were games nearly every Saturday and
sometimes Sunday afternoons on a lot on Walnut Street.
There is one store that has just got to be talked about a little and that is Roy Hardee's
store, now the IGA. It was then just where it is now, called Roy's. It was smaller then than
now, wood, unpainted, owned and managed by Roy Hardee. In the middle of the store was
a big, black potbellied stove which Roy always kept warm in winter. He also had a bunch of
men sitting around that store talking, chewing tobacco with a big box filled with sand to
catch the tobacco juice. What were they doing except talking and chewing? Just that,
a-talking, a-sitting, and a-chewing.
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The store was divided right down the middle . On one side he sold all kinds of
groceries and on the other he sold all the school books in town. We could not get any
anywhere else. Roy had them all, so, for one or two weeks each year Roy was busy going
from one side to the other all day while the ones in the middle of the store were a-sitting,
a-talking, and a-chewing.
When I came to Loris there was no running water nor electricity. People had a pump
or well, light was given by lamps, and heat by fireplaces or heaters and cooking was done
on wood stoves. How could those of us who lived through those days forget the outhouse?
But we sure did appreciate the change when it came.
We had train service twice a day, first coming from Chadbourn to Conway about
twelve noon and coming back about four that afternoon, going back to Chadbourn for
more connections. Since there were just a few cars at that time, traveling was sometimes a
little hard, but we had horses, wagons, buggies and road carts, so we managed and Loris
grew.
There were no sidewalks except two small walks, one just in front of the store Clay
Hughes ran, the other in front of what was the bank to what is now Floyd's Dry Cleaning.
We had no hard roads at all in town, just deep sand beds.
When I first came to Loris I had never seen a hog or pig and I was literally scared to
death of them. When I had to walk "uptown", I was always afraid when I saw a hog. I was
afraid it was going to eat me and I would make someone my size go with me to protect me
-- me crying, the boy or girl afraid of me and the hog making hog sounds and running
anywhere. I've seen many hogs being run out of stores, for at that time the hogs went
everywhere. There was no law against them running loose.
Loris has grown much since 1917, but I loved Loris then, and I love her now. I do not
want to live anywhere else. Loris has the best people you want to meet anywhere. They are
kind, warm, loving and caring. Talk about beautiful people -- Loris is full of them. I am
glad I came when I did and have been one of the ones to see Loris grow. Good old Loris!

G. MELTON HARDEE
By C. Vernon Hardee

G. Melton Hardee has a distinction which few, if any, in the Loris area hold. He was
born Sept. 22, 1906 in a house beside the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad in what is now
known as the Glendale community, but which was then known as Glenn Station. He is still
living in the same house in which he was born, and it has been his home for his entire life.
Hardee is the youngest of the six children of George W. and Indiana ("Annie") Norris
Hardee. His brother, Charlie, and sisters, Lizzie Stanley and Belle Holt, are deceased. His
brother, longtime Loris businessman, Roy L. hardee, lives in Loris and sister, Blanche Holt,
lives in Hope Mills, NC. He has been married to the former Bertha Barker of Robeson
County, NC, for more than 55 years. They have four sons, Marion, George, Norwood, and
Wesley, and four daughters, Maxine Bellamy, Rosa Nell Finkle, Verna Ford, and Helen
Soles.
Hardee has seen tremendous changes during his more than four score years living
beside the Coast Line Railroad. Recently he talked about many incidents, especially during
his childhood.
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"The most exciting thing which I remember when I was a boy," he said, "was a train
wreck about 1916 . The passenger train ran into the rear of a freight train on the curve at
Glenn, just a few hundred yards north of my home. The freight train, headed south,
stopped at the Glenn Station to transfer boxcars to a side track, with the rear of the train
around the curve . The passenger train ran into the caboose of the freight, knocking it from
the track and turning it over against a telegraph pole. The passenger train engine had major
damage to the steam boiler, and it , too, was derailed. My recollection is that they used the
engine of the freight to pull the passenger train on to its destination, Conway, and then
back to Chadbourn. The caboose of the freight was so badly damaged that they burned it
where it lay and salvaged the wheels and other metal from it.
Hardee went on to tell about his first train ride as a boy. He walked to Loris and
bought his ticket back to Glenn . The ticket for the two mile ride cost 5¢ . The ride was so
short that the train had already passed the Glenn Station before the conductor took up his
ticket. Realizing that he had a passenger for Glenn, the conductor immediately stopped the
train and let him off. The walk back to his home was probably about as far as the walk to
Loris in the first place. A train ride for the five miles from Glenn to Mount Tabor, NC was
12¢; from Loris to the neighboring town, 15¢.
Another train ride that he remembers vividly was when, as a young man, he had appendicitis. There being no hospital in the area, he was taken by train from the Glenn Station to a hospital in Florence, changing trains to Chadbourn, NC, and making the entire
trip on the bed he was on at home. His appendix was removed and he remained in the
hospital for 24 days. The total hospital and doctor bill was $110. 90.
Hardee recalls how his father worked to provide for his family. Although he farmed a
small acreage with an ox to pull the plow, he primarily worked in the turpentine woods.
Turpentine from the pine trees was a major industry of the area. He also remembers when
he himself cut crossties to sell the railroad as a young man . All the labor of cutting the
timber and hewing out the ties was done with hand tools. Only heart pine timber could be
used and 60¢ to 90¢ each was the amount received for the finished tie.
The Loris school which Melton Hardee attended was located at approximately the intersection of what is now Main Street and Monroe Street on the north side of Main . Some
of his older brothers and sisters attended the school located at the southeast quandrant of
the intersection of Bryant Street and Main, but use of that building had been discontinued
before he started to school.
Hardee recalled the naming of Glenn Railroad Station. The Rev. G . Fletcher Stanley lived on his large farm adjacent to the railroad at what was to be known as Glenn. One of his
daughters was named Glenn and, as a young lady about the turn of the century, she became
a favorite of a train conductor. He named the station in her honor. Glenn Stanley later
became Mrs. Ed Harrelson of the Pleasant View section of Horry County. Her daughters,
Daphene Rogers and Allene Stevens are residents of the Loris area at the present time. The
Rev. Stanley was one of the most prominent Baptist ministers of that time . He was a pastor
of what is now known as the First Baptist Church of Loris during its formative years. During
the 1930s he donated the land at Glenn on which Glendale Baptist Church was built and
served as its first pastor. Glendale Church is the focal point of the community at the present
time. Stanley had several sons and daughters who were prominent citizens of this area.
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PRESTON AND ARTHUR HARDEE
Brothers Preston Hardee, born in 1912, and Arthur Hardee, born in 1914, have lived
near each other and worked together most of their lives. Sons of Polly Ann and Norton M.
Hardee, they were born and raised in the New Home community. Two of Norton Hardee's
six children died at an early age.
The family moved to Loris in 1929 when Norton Hardee began working at Garrell
Brothers Store. Through the years, the store's name changed to Garrell and Hughes, then to
Hughes. This was a wholesale grocery store located on the corner of Main and Railroad Ave.
at the present location of the New York, New York, store. Anything a person needed at
that time could be bought there .
Preston and Arthur tell about the town and how things "used to be."
PRESTON: I can remember when there were only two cars in the town .
ARTHUR: One morning I came down to the store with Dad. The streets were not paved
then and there were no sidewalks except a little in front of The Farmers Bank and Sid
Bellamy's store, which is where the Fashion Center is now. I walked outside the store and
couldn't see an automobile. It was a cold day. We stayed there all day and took in 14¢. The
store opened at daylight and closed about 10 p .m. (We didn't work by the hour, but by the
week or month. A day was from daylight until 10 p.m.) About 9:30 some people came from
North Carolina and bought $16 worth of sugar (about a truckload). Wages were $1 a day.
PRESTON: Arthur and I came from the farm and when we first came to Loris people
knew that we could crop tobacco and there was someone continually asking us to work. The
most money I ever made cropping tobacco was when Mr. Oscar Harrelson hired us and gave
us $2 .50 a day.
ARTHUR: That was the first day we ever made over $1.25. We did finished carpenter
work for $1.25 a day. We built the homes where Charley Prince and Don Currie lived.
H.W. Powell from Mullins was the contractor. These two houses were being built at the
same time . Mr. Charley Prince's house is still there. The Currie building has been moved
into the country and remodeled.
PRESTON: We farmed in the summer and did carpentry work in the winter.
ARTHUR: There was always something to do. When we came home from school there
were bushes to cut down, hedgerows to clean.
PRESTON: We had to hoe the grass and weeds out of the corn. There were no
chemicals to spray with. When tobacco was plowed, children walked behind and lifted the
leaves out of the dirt. Children turned sweet potato vines, then someone plowed the row,
the vines had to be turned back, then the process repeated on the next row. There was
corn, cotton and tobacco to hoe . Back then a family couldn't work but just a few acres of
land because the grass would eat it up before it was hoed .
ARTHUR: Loris has come a long way. It has been growing continuously since we moved
here in 1929. There is no plac-e else to live as far as I'm concerned . Loris is the garden spot.
PRESTON: I don't care how far I go during the day but I would like to be back in
town that night.
Arthur's wife is Annie Mae. They have two children, Ricky and Randy .
Preston's wife, Bessie, is deceased . His children are Robert and Jackolyn.
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JANET SUGGS HARRELSON
I grew up about four miles from Loris. My parents were
Mr. and Mrs. Lorenzo Dow Suggs, Sr. There were eight
children , four boys and four girls. We attended Oak Grove
School which was about a mile from our house . We had to
cross a mill pond on the way to school. The mill ground
grits, meal and wheat for people in the area. A terrific storm
destroyed the mill and the bridge. Our father had to take us
across the pond in his boat and pick us up in the afternoon
after school until the bridge was repaired. The mill pond was
also used for baptizing by all the churches around this area.
We had meatless days and wheatless days during World
War I. A lady came around to be sure that we were observing
these days.
We came to Loris for high school. There were no buses. We drove a horse and buggy.
Loris had a hitching post where we left our horse until we were out of school. We were
about four miles from Loris High School.
One big event I remember was when a man came to Loris with a big balloon. We were
afraid to go up in it, but enjoyed watching it . This was one Fourth of July.
We liked to visit Mr. Butler's store. He had everything that one could think of in it.
Mrs. Butler had a hat shop in the back of the store. She would decorate hats for you in
whatever way you wanted her to. I also remember one hotel.
On Nov. 24, 1932, I married Allen Harrelson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dock D. Harrelson.
We have one son and two grandchildren .

DENNIE B. HOLMES
By Lottie P. Hardee

[Dennie B. Holmes was born Jan. 12, 1897, to Billy and Almoria Holmes. He married
Mable Suggs, born Aug. 24, 1908, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Joseph L. Suggs, on Sept.
10, 19 24. Both are now residents of Loris Extended Care Facility.]
"My daddy said that he used to do a lot of hauling things, turpentine, logs, etc. He
told me that he hauled the first freight that ever came into Loris depot . It was a boarded up
box of salted meat that weighed 500 pounds. He delivered it to Hickman crossroads where I
think Nathan Hardwick and Neal Suggs had a store or stores. This was on the old ConwayWhiteville road."
Holmes recalls that the mail travelled along that road, from Conway to Whiteville one
day and return the next. Mail was delivered to post offices along the way . They were usually
located in stores . "You could go pick up your mail and buy your liquor at the same place,"
he said. Holmes remembers that the post office at Round Swamp, as well as one operated
by Molly and Sam Pink Hughes, but can't remember that location.
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"My Daddy sharecropped the Pearlie Hardwick farm for seven years. He lived on one
side of the branch and Russel Graham on the other. There was no road there then. I didn't
go to Hulls Island School -- in fact I never went to school to amount to anything. That's why
Mable handled the pencil; but I told her how.
"I had to work on the road six days a year or pay somebody else to go in my place. We
worked instead of paying tax to keep up the roads. My daddy was overseer of a section of
road. If somebody's didn't show up when they were supposed to, he would turn them in.
"I have farmed all my life, part of the time as a sharecropper. I have worked for 25¢ a
day and I have sold strawberries for $1.25 a 32 quart crate. It cost 1¢ a quart to get them
picked . The first tobacco I ever worked was some that my brother and I sharecropped with
Jim Carter. We didn't have to tie it then; that came about later, then went out again. I
remember hauling it to town with an ox and cart or mule and wagon." Mrs. Holmes recalled that they hauled tobacco to sell and ate their lunch of cheese and johnny cakes by the
hand pump at the depot . There were no soft drinks then.
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HENRY C. HUGHES
Henry C. Hughes now sells real estate. There was a time
in his life when part of his job was selling material for
women to make their dresses . He never did like that task!
A hometown boy, Hughes is the son of Henry Clay (he
was called Clay) Hughes and Ruth Graham Halfacre Hughes.
(His mother was married twice) . Ruth Hughes was one of the
few college graduates in the area at that time. After
graduating from Coker College in Hartsville , she obtained a
job teaching in the Dothan High School Academy in North
Carolina. It was there that she met her first husband, who
was the headmaster. At one time Dothan was a fairly well-todo section of the country.
Hughes attended grammar school and high school in
Loris . He remembers when they installed the first toilets in
the grammar school. The children were brought in, lectured,
then shown how the facilities worked. Some had never seen
indoor plumbing.
"When I first began school we carried our own lunches, but after several years the
"soup kitchen" came into use. You could buy a bowl of soup and a piece of cornbread for a
nickel but many people didn't have a nickel. There was no welfare program . Children could
bring produce, like sweet potatoes, in exchange for meals.
"My father was chairman of the board of trustees for the schools of Loris for quite a
while . My mother taught school for many years. She was a language teacher and loved
Latin. She taught French and Latin . Later, they needed Spanish. Mother never had any
Spanish, so she studied through a correspondence course and became a Spanish teacher. At
one time she was teaching these three languages."
Hughes went into the army after graduating from high school. For 33 months he was
in the heat of the Pacific conflict: Leyte, Luzon, Okinawa. He was in the second wave that
landed on Okinawa on Easter Sunday morning. He was wounded at Luzon .
Upon being discharged at Ft. Bragg, NC , Hughes came back and finished his college
education, graduating from Bowling Green College in Kentucky with a degree in business.
He had been in basic training in Bowling Green and had friends there.
After graduation Hughes came to Loris and went into business with his father. His
father's store started off as Garrell Brothers. R.M. Garrell from Tabor City and Bish Anderson owned the general merchandise business .
"When my father came back from World War I, they asked him to be manager,"
Hughes said, "Later Daddy bought Mr. Anderson's interest. The store was called Garrell and
Hughes, then he bought Mr. Garrell's interest and it was just Hughes .
"How we stayed in business I'll never know. There was no cash flow. We never saw any
money until fall when the farmers sold their crops. But if a man owed you, he came in and
paid.
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EVA "SISTER" STONE LONG
The first memories I have of Loris were when I was a teenager and would drive with my
Daddy to sell his tobacco on the Mullins market. He would have to take the tobacco by
truck a day or two ahead to get in on the floor to sell. On our way back to Little River we
would stop at Mr. Grover Suggs' grocery store and buy fresh beef roast and steak. Fresh
meat was quite a treat for country people .
Allie and I were married June 24, 1936, and came to Loris to live. We rented a house
from Lenny Little. Our neighbors were Gene and Tulie Miller and Dr. and Mrs. McKinney.
We lived right across the street from where the Dairy Maid is now.
About a year later we built our home where William and I now live just above the
Church of God. When we began building Mrs. George Butler asked me why we Methodists
were building on the Baptists end of town. True, my neighbors were all Baptist, but
denomination didn't ever bother me. That is one of the good things about Loris to this very
day. The cooperation between our churches is something we can be very proud of.
It was about this time the highway department began to pave Hwy. No. 9 and we got
our first paved street, sidewalks and curbing. This gave work to many of the local teenagers .
Soon our city sewer system came into being. You could do away with your septic tank and
hook on to town sewerage for $25 .00. Wonderful!

Our first telephone was on the wall of the back porch. You had to turn the crank to
call the operator, then she would call who you asked for. Grier Todd owned the telephone
system. Mrs. Todd was the switchboard operator. I never did understand why the phone
had to be on the back porch .
Behind us were trees, no houses. On the left side was a plowed field. Allie soon began
to sell lots back of us and houses began to be built. Loris was beginning to grow.
I had taught school in Conway for five years before I was married. So my interest was
in the school and church. I was not teaching at the time. In the 1940s I was elected president of the local P.T.A. Our project was to have a central library at the high school. It was
hard to get things done. We needed lumber to build shelves. I remember taking my car
and going to the sawmill and getting the lumber.
Our church (Methodist) was where the Prince Chevrolet building is now. We were
small in number, but a loyal group of people. We shared our minister with two other
churches . In 1946 we sold the property to Prince Chevrolet. The McQueen family gave the
lot for our new church to be built where it is today. We gave our old church building to a
group of Black Methodists and it became the St. Stephens A.M.E . Church of Loris.
When Edgar Stanley was our mayor, he wanted to improve the looks of our town, so
he planted dogwood trees on both sides of Main Street. He loved these trees and saw that
they were cared for. Every spring our Main Street became beautiful with the azaleas and Mr.
Edgar's dogwood.
I did not teach again until 1948 . The schools had grown in those twelve years -- new
buildings and other improvements. Teachers' salaries had increased from $75 .00 to about
$110.00 or $125 .00 per month . I retired after 31 years, 25 of which were in Conway. But
Loris was my home and I have enjoyed seeing it grow into a progressive, friendly city .
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ELIZABETH MINCEY
Elizabeth Mincey came to
Loris Community Hospital a
few years after her graduation
from the Mullins (SC)
Hospital School of Nursing.
She had been working at Conway Hospital and came to
Loris Community Hospital
May 15, 1950 as a staff nurse
on second shift. In those days
the hospital had one patient
care area (Desk I). Mrs .
Mincey, as a registered nurse,
was responsible for the twentythree bed patient care area, emergency room, labor I delivery and other areas which required
nursing techniques and knowledge.
She recalls other employees whose jobs required responsibilities in numerous capacities.
Mrs. Lottie Hardee was responsible for the Laboratory, X-ray and EKG Departments. Mrs .
Geneva Quinn served as Administrator, Director of Nursing and Operating Room Supervisor, and Mrs. Opal Suggs was manager of the Business Office.
Mrs. Mincey has seen the hospital grow from twenty-three beds to one hundred thirty
beds, not including the forty bed Extended Care Facility across the street from the hospital.
She has also seen a tremendous change in health care, particularly in the area of nursing.
Because of rapidly changing trends in medicine and development of sophisticated equipment, nursing has become a profession that requires specialized and/ or advanced training in
many areas.
After several years as a staff nurse, Mrs. Mincey was promoted to House Supervisor and
served in this capacity until her retirement October 1, 1987. Through the years she earned
the respect of those who worked with her because of her dedication to her profession and
loyalty to the hospital. Frank Watts, hospital administrator, decribed her as a rock -- firm,
sturdy, supportive, yet quiet in nature.
Mrs . Mincey and her husband , Howard, live in the Mount Olive community . They
have two children and four grandchildren .
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). BROOKIE NEALY
Recorded by Lottie P. Hardee
[Brookie Nealy was born July 27, 1903. His family lived on the edge of Loris . He gave
this interview in 1984.]
"I was too small to work at the turpentine mill when my daddy worked there, but I
remember it well. He helped to work up the turpentine that was collected from pine trees.
The mill sat on the location where the Town Hall is now. After the mill went out of
business , the spot stayed caked with turpentine and rosin for a long time. It was no good
for anything.
"Later a jail was built on the spot. It was a wooden building with real heavy doors. I
remember an incident that took place when Willie Stevens was mayor of Loris. Uncle Zay
Nealy was deputized by the mayor to keep law and order during the festivities of the day ,
which consisted of competition games such as sack races , climbing greased poles, soldiers'
parade and such-like.
"It so happened that two brothers came into town that day would have been better off
in the cotton field. They were drinking and disorderly , so Uncle Zay arrested them and put
them in jail. They were big, hefty men but he handled them anyway. I remember that one
of the men kept his hand in the door, making it hard to put him in, but when that heavy
door came to on it, he was glad to get on the inside where he belonged ."
Thurman Nealy, youngest of the]. Calvin Nealy family, was born Jan. 17 , 1909. He is
the only surviving member of that family which was closely associated with Loris from the
time of its birth.
"My daddy farmed a little, but most always worked downtown at something. I don't
remember his work at the turpentine mill, but I do remember his work with sawmill, cotton
gin and grits mill downtown. In fact, I remember helping to cut pine trees for the mill
right there in Loris .
"I also remember the old wooden jail on the corner where the city hall is now, and I
remember Uncle Zay as he was deputized . One time he didn't take time to be deputized,
get a badge or even a gun . I was standing on the railroad . Someone came running by, saying that a black man had just killed the officer. This officer was one that the town had
hired for the day. I think he came from either Mullins or Aynor. Anyway, somebody
thought he was dead. Just at that time Uncle Zay came running by, he jerked the black
man from off the officer and knocked him up by the side of a building. He conquered the
man and hollered, 'Somebody open the jail."'
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LUCIAN G. NORRIS
Lucian G. Norris, born in 1898 in what is now
Goretown, was one of seven children. While he was a small
child the family moved to Guide, now Guideway, where he
attended school, having to walk a distance of two miles each
way. There were no grades . When a pupil finished one book,
he received another. The school term was six months . The
school day was 8 A.M. to 4 P.M . Breakfast was eaten at
home, and lunch was carried to school.
When Lucian was twelve, his mother became ill and he
had to stay at home to wait on her, cook, wash and do other
home chores. An artesian well supplied good water.
His favorite teacher was a Mr. Williams from Ohio, a
strict disciplinarian. Lucian was asked to gather switches for
him. He always selected good ones.
Mr. Williams's favorite quotation was

"If a task is once begun,
Never leave it 'tit it's done.
Be the labor great or small,
Do it well or not at all. "
Williams lived in North Carolina for the remainder of his life. Lucian quoted these
favorite lines to him everytime they met and was always told by Williams that he was a
good boy.
Norris's grandfather, John Rogers, son of Jesse Rogers, fought for four years in the Confederate Army. Family celebrations were enjoyed on each Fourth of July.
While he was a young man, Lucian left home to work for hire. He went to Hardwick
Crossroads and worked for Nathan and Becky Hardwick, good people to work for, who took
him in and treated him as one of the family.
He was married in 1920, began to buy land, and eventually moved into his own home,
where he lives today . He cleared his land with mules, axes and dynamite, and built the
road that runs by his house.
Later he worked for Cliff Hardwick, helping with his produce. Dan Hardwick had
moved to Loris years before and had begun selling fertilizer . The Hardwick Fertilizer Company is still in business.
Mr. Norris reminisces about Cole L. Blease, who ran for Governor of South Carolina in
1916 and was elected. His slogan was
Cole Elease ... cold beer;
No Elease ... no beer.
Pull out your gun. Shoot.
You'll be pardoned by Cole L. Elease.
Governor Bl ease visited the state penitentiary, saw the poor conditions there, the filth,
the sickness, and freed all the inmates.
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While Lucian w~ living with the Hardwicks, he attended services at Sandy Plain Baptist
Church , usually walkmg back and forth alone and getting home as late as 11:00 P.M. He was
not afraid, since doors of homes were not locked then.
Mr. Norris expresses amazement at the growth that has taken place in Loris .
He was saved many years ago, and in this connection
offers the following quote:

I can tell you the time.
I can take you to the place
When the Lord saved me
With "Saving Grace'.
Norris does not get out alone anymore. He does not hear well, but he extends an invitation to anyone who would like to visit and hear about "Old Times ." He says he has
enjoyed a long life of hard work.

MRS. REBECCA G. PAGE
By Eugene Sasser

Mrs. Rebecca G. Page, the oldest of eleven children , was
born in 1909 in upper Horry County, the daughter of
Nathan Oliver and Viola Gause Graham. Graham was from
the upper section of Horry County, and Mrs. Gaham from
Beulah.
After living in the upper section of the county for a
number of years the Grahams moved to Lake View, where
Rebecca finished high school in 1928. She entered nurse's
training in June, 1928, at Mullins Hospital Nursing School,
which was under the supervision of the director of McLeod
Infirmary Nursing School in Florence .
After finishing nurse's training, she worked one year
with Dr. Sidbury at his baby hospital at Wrightsville Sound near Wilmington, NC. Then
she came home and married June Clyde Page .
They had two children, Faye and Bill. When Bill was one and one-half years old, she
went back to work at Mullins as night supervisor and remained there in that capacity for
five years. She continued working there as supervisor of the medical floor for about three
years, working on the day shift. She was in Mullins for what she describes as a long, long
tune.
In 1943 Mrs. Page left the Mullins Hospital and entered county health nursing in Conway, where the central office was located . There were very few paved roads . Her secondhand 1942 Chevrolet, bought from a young man who entered military service during World
War II, proved to be trustworthy on those bad roads. She learned to drive at that time .
There were one hundred thirty-one small schools in Horry County at that time. Mrs.
Page says that she made that '42 Chevrolet swim in order to visit those schools to which she
was assigned. She did not have enough time to visit all assigned schools during any one
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year. Her vivid description of coping with indescribably bad road conditions leaves one
wondering how she managed to carry out her duties successfully.
During this time Mrs. Page set up clinics not only at schools, but also at churches and
even under oak trees to immunize children against whooping cough, diphtheria, tetanus,
typhoid fever and smallpox. She describes her visit to a one-room school near Horsepen Bay
where she vaccinated the children while two preachers waited to conduct a revival service in
the schoolhouse . Pre-natal clinics were set up at times to train and supervise midwives.
There were more than thirty midwives in Horry County. Most babies were delivered at
home; in only a very few instances was a doctor in attendance.
Mrs. Page came to Loris as a public health nurse. She asked to locate her clinic in the
back of the Gateway Drug Store where a health clinic had been held previously, but was
refused because many people with venereal diseases sought treatment . There had been no
place for them to receive treatment except at the central office in Conway. After she was
told that they could not have those people in the drug store, she looked for a place to go
and was offered space in an old, unheated, wooden building in bad repair. Many people
came to her there for treatment. A lady who was doing secretarial work in the building left
because she did not want to be near infected people. She was afraid of taking germs home
to her baby. Mrs. Page thought to herself that some were not so fortunate as others. She remained there for a long time until the building was torn down.
The Loris City Hall was under construction in 1945. Duffie Duncan, the mayor, told
Mrs. Page that she could locate in the City Hall. She set up her clinic there. She says that
she would not, however, have gotten a place there had it not been for Thurman Boyd,
because some people were not willing to have those infected people coming in and wanted
them to go to Conway. Transportation was the problem.
There was no furniture. Mrs. Page bought with $5 of her own money two chairs and an
old kitchen table from a second-hand store. She has one of the chairs now. Later Norman
James gave her an old bench to accommodate those waiting for treatment.
Mrs. Page was living at Green Sea, where between times she held clinics in her kitchen.
Vaccines received from the central office in Conway were kept in her refrigerator at her
home. Vaccines, needles, etc. were taken around in a box.
Mrs. Page says that the one thing that did more for Loris than anything else was the
coming of electricity. General health improved . Students had fewer lice and itch . There
were fewer cases of tuberculosis and other communicable disease.
She describes the home remedies in use when she came to Loris. Many kinds of "teas"
were used. Cotton root tea was frequently used to start labor during pregnancy. This was
dangerous and was later abandoned. "Silver tea," made by boiling a silver dollar all day,
was recommended by Dr. Eugene King of Aynor to replace cotton root tea. Mrs. Page says
that this was not worth a "hoot" , but that by the time the "silver tea" was ready, the baby
was ready to present itself. And the mother suffered no ill effects.
Mrs. Page did not like Loris at all at first. (Nor did she like it for a long time .) Then
she learned to love Loris . Since retirement , she has made her home here and attends Loris
First Baptist Church.
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PRINCEVILLE CEMETERY
By Elinor Richardson

[Information gathered by Dr. L.B. Kapps in 1973 from Mrs. Minnie Prince Todd
and confirmed by Eldred E. Prince, portions of which were published in Names in
South Carolina.}
Princeville Cemetery, now over 100 years old, is located approximately two miles west of
Loris on State Hwy. 9. It derives its name from the fact that the predominant families using
it were named Prince. A school located nearby was also called Princeville.
Mr. Alvie Prince gave the first land for the cemetery and in 1872 the first person was
buried there, his first child, a two year daughter, Nancy. Prince and his wife, Molly Powell
Prince, buried four more children here in the 1800s, one son and three daughters. The
grave of Lillian Bell Prince, buried in 1880, is identifiable.
Others who contributed land were Franklin Asbury Prince and John Reaves, who lived
in the vicinity. Mr. Reaves' descendants are not known .
Franklin A. Prince is buried in Princeville Cemetery as is his grandson, John B( ert)
Prince, father of Eldred E. Prince of Loris and Mrs . W .Y. Bryan of Florence.
William A. Prince, another son of Franklin A. Prince, was a farmer, teacher and later a
Superintendent of Education for Horry County. His daughter, Minnie Prince Todd of Loris,
assisted by her sister from Columbia, supplied this information. Their brother, Elbert, lived
at North Myrtle Beach.
Not only has Princeville Cemetery been utilized by other families through the years,
but it has been maintained by many people, among them Wilson Heniford. Through their
tireless work it is now a "perpetual care" cemetery, operated by the following ( 197 3)
trustees: Mrs. Ed (Rose Springs), Mrs. Hugh T. King (secretary), C.B. Heniford and
Wofford Fowler.
Directly across the highway is the Doc D. Harrelson Cemetery, established in 1941.

GRACE SAWYER REMINISCES
Since Grace Sawyer has spent her entire life in Loris and
the surrounding areas, she has many memories of this area.
Not only can she entertain you with her stories of the "good
ole days" of Loris, but she has helped make Loris what it is
today.
She is the daughter of George T. and Orrie Marlowe
Bellamy and was born in 1908, eight miles east of Loris on
Highway 9. Her grandparents lived in Dothan, which was
just across the South Carolina line near the Camp Swamp
area. At that time, Dothan was an important place because
the best high school in the area was located there. Students
from Loris and Tabor City boarded there to attend school.
Grace spent much time with her grandparents, and, at an
early age, became interested in schools and their importance to the community.
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Everi though she was exposed to these school experiences in her preschool years, she faced
many difficulties when she reached school age. As a first grader, she had to walk from her
home to Sweet Home School which was far too great a distance for a child to walk. This led
to a move to Tabor City in search of a school for Grace. After two years there, the family
moved to Loris. Her father purchased the first Met_hodist parsonage in Loris in 1918. This
home was located where the present Coffee Shop stands. Grace was ten when she moved to
Loris; therefore, she can "fill one in" on happenings in Loris in its early days .
Grace's early memories center around the schools, churches, and business area. The first
school which she attended was located between Patterson (Main) and Walnut Streets near
the present Dairy Maid. She has memories of the pump in the yard, the "dinner bucket"
lunches, the desks built for two, the auditorium upstairs, a principal named Hart, and some
other very pleasant memories of good times shared with friends.
Memories of the building of the first brick school are quite vivid. She tells of her
brother, Robert, driving a mule into the building. He was helping haul cement to be used
in the interior. She recalls the many improvements that werre made in the school at this
time. Grace feels that the M.]. Bullocks made a great contribution to education in this area.
The streets of Loris were unpaved and rough. Some private residences were located in
what is now the heart of town. She remembers a Stroud family, the Dr. Thomas family,
and her family as living in this section of town. Businesses which she recalls are: Felder's
Hardware Store, Loris Drug Store, Wolpert's, Libbert's, and the Loris Cash Store.
George Bellamy had three children, Grace, Robert, and Ann. All three graduated from
Loris High School. Robert went to Clemson and became a civil engineer. He has had a
thriving business in Myrtle Beach for years . Ann attended Winthrop and taught until her
retirement. She currently lives in Andrews, SC. Grace became a housewife, a secretary, a
study-hall monitor at school, a restauranteur, and an artist. She married Alvie Sawyer who
was a master mechanic and small-engine repairman, who taught small-engine repair work at
Loris High School.
The Loris United Methodist Church played an important part in Grace's life and she has
made many contributions to it. She joined the church when she was thirteen and has seen the
church grow from the small, white wooden building on Patterson Street to the present
facility on Broad Street. She has been a very active worker, having served as a Sunday
School teacher "all of her life", as a choir member for fifty years, as chief cook for the
Methodist booth at the Loris Fair for many years , and as a regular attender at Sunday worship services and Wednesday night prayer meeting . Recently, she has been busy writing the
history of the church. This is the centennial of her church and her town! Many of her
church memories center around the Rev . B.C. Gleaton who was pastor here for twelve years.
Grace has been interested in painting, drawing, sewing, crocheting, and flower arranging for years . Many of her works of art adorn her home and the homes of her friends. She
has played a part in making Loris a beautiful town. In connection with her interest in the
fine arts, she was a Charter Member of The Loris Music Literary Club and a member of The
Garden Club for many years .
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Mrs. Sawyer retired from her position as study-hall monitor at Green Sea High School
in 1974 because of physical problems . Since then, she makes her contribution to others by
cooking and baking for the sick and her friends, visiting the sick, crocheting, and making
objects of beauty for others. In her quiet, gentle way, Grace Sawyer has helped her family,
friends, church, and the town of Loris.

THE REV. CABOT McCLINTON STANLEY
[The Rev. Stanley, now 79, has lived in the Loris area all
his life. He is the son of a minister, Henry Stanley, and Idela
Jackson Stanley. The death of his father and his older brother
left him the breadwinner at an early age. He and his wife,
Beulah, have one daughter, Annie Lee, one grandchild and
one great grandchild.]
I love the people of Loris very much. My father was born
here. He died during World War I from influenza. We were
very poor. My mother had no money and there were seven
children in our family . I was the second oldest.
My mother and I walked to Loris and she helped Mrs.
Luttie Hughes and Mrs. Mary Cox do washing. She did two
washings a day and got 50¢ each . I kept the fire going under
the pots. While my mother worked, I played with Dr. Rogers
as a boy. Then we walked back home. I used to make
brooms out of broomstraw and sell them for 10¢ uptown .
Loris had a six room school for whites and no school for
blacks. What school we had was at church at Flagpatch . Maggie Dewit lived in Loris and she
and her daughter walked to Flagpatch to teach.
As I grew up my brother and I worked to help clean city outside toilets and things like
that. I remember where the Texaco Station is now there was a water pond. My first public
job was working for R.E. Brown at the sawmill , then I worked with Fitzhugh Lumber Co .
I started preaching about 1940 and I feel like I've been a help and friend to all races of
people. I had a broadcast show for 12 years . I started the local NAACP. I've tried always to
work with people on very good terms. I've traveled so many conventions -- Boston,
Philadelphia, Atlantic City, Chicago . I've marched with Martin Luther King. In fact , during
his funeral my picture was taken sitting in a tree, trying to get a better view.
I remember being the first to start a church and preach at Atlantic Beach. A bus traveled
from Mullins to Ocean Drive . I would catch it to Ocean Drive and then walk to Atlantic
Beach and preach -- unless I could catch a ride.
I started a church at Sweetgum near the North Carolina line . I also organized a church
at Green Acres. I've been back to preach at all. My happiness has come from helping
organize churches and seeing young people accept Jesus Christ.
The Rev. Stanley worked to get black people to register to vote in the 1948 election .
In early 1950 he organized and chartered the county's first NAACP chapter.
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SENATORJAMES P. STEVENS
America is a great country! In 1946 who would have guessed that a local young man in
the electrical and plumbing business would some day be Senator James P. Stevens.
Stevens, son of Lalla McQueen and McDuffy Stevens, entered the U.S. Coast Guard
after graduating from Loris High School. He se!Ved six years and during World War II was
mostly on North Atlantic patrol looking for submarines and running with convoys.
He came home from service in 1946 and began an electrical and plumbing business.
Three years later he went into the liquified petroleum gas business.
Deciding to attend college, Stevens chose the University of South Carolina where he
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws degree in 1952 . He opened a law office in Loris but
times were difficult. He grossed only $600 the first year.
In 1955 Stevens announced his candidacy for the Senate - against five other persons.
He worked hard on the campaign, going house to house and making many speeches over
the district. His preparation paid off and he served in the Senate for 21 years.
His tenure was marked by progress, judicial reform, and home rule, the changing of
county government to the county council form. Before that, each county had a senator. In
the reapportionment decision of the U.S. Supreme Court, Chief Justice Warren was of the
opinion that trees and other vegetation were not to be represented, only people. As a result,
many counties didn't have a senator and some didn't have a house member, so it was
necessary to bring about a County Council form of government. The educational department of the county was also restructured.
"One of the greatest improvements to education in our area was the Horry-Georgetown
Technical Education Center. At that time South Carolina was only supposed to have 13 TEC
centers in the state. Unfortunately, Horry County was not included in that. Governor John
West was behind the idea to train our young people to attract industry. Every time the board
met for the TEC center, the Horry Delegation appeared. Finally they realized how serious the
people of Horry County were and said, 'If you pay half of the expenses for faculty and other
expenses, we will build a place until you reach the 300 pupil mark, then we'll take over.'
"We were very happy to hear this decision. Within 30 days we had 300 students and it
has grown by leaps and bounds. Today we offer courses that no other TEC center offers. As
a result, this is one of the reasons we have been able to attract industry. The fact that we
have been able to train young people in the TEC center has helped Loris.
"Another great opportunity is the University of South Carolina, Coastal Carolina
Branch. This was a two year college, started by local people. I give Charles Hodges from
Loris, a member of the Legislature, a great deal of credit for helping it to become a four
year college."
Senator Stevens brought to the attention of Sen . Rembert Dennis, who at that time
was the second ranking member of the Senate Finance Committee, the need for a four year
college in Horry County. "Now you see many students graduating with four year degrees,"
Stevens said.
"We tried very hard to attract industry to the Loris area," Stevens remembers . "I must
have made at least 100 trips to New York City and other cities. Back then we lived on a six
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week tobacco economy. In riding from here to Conway one would see old unpainted
houses. We were successful in landing several industries interested in coming to our area.
Leaders of the county, Chambers of Commerce and others helped make surveys and attract
industry. In several years, because of industrial growth and jobs, those dilapidated buildings
were replaced by brick homes with two cars and televisions.
After retiring from the Senate, Stevens returned to his law practice in Loris. His son,
James, Jr., and a friend,]. Jackson Thomas, joined the firm . They have an office in Loris
and Myrtle Beach.
"We were the first ones in the county to get in excess of a million dollar verdict for a
client, one who was severely maimed. This lady became a quadraplegic as a result of an
accident," said Stevens.
Stevens continued practicing law until he reached the age of 65. Since he retired he
enjoys fishing and traveling. He and his wife, Madeleine, have three sons : James Jr., Randle
McQueen, Douglas Yancey, a daughter, Victoria, and two grandchildren.
Stevens recalls marching to the fair on children's day at school. Nickels and pennies
had been saved for the rides. How disappointing to have only 8¢ and the ride was 10¢.
When Stevens was 12 or 13, during Depression Days, he had a job as water boy during
the summer for the WPA making $2.50 a week. The truck picked up the workers (and the
water boy) to dig ditches and clean the roadbanks . They were charged 5¢ a day for transportation . The water boy carried drinking water to the workers.
"Franklin Roosevelt created the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the National Recovery Act (NRA) and at least put money back into circulation."
"A lot of ideas came out of the head of Woodrow Wilson . A Republican Congress
would not put them across for him. Herbert Hoover was a very learned man, a Republican
with a Democratic Congress who wouldn't put laws through for him. When Franklin
Roosevelt came along, he had a Democratic Congress , so he was able to pass all those
measures to get the country back on its feet."
"During the depression, people were starving in the north but here, farmers could grow
Irish and sweet potatoes. It was hard times. Loris had no paved roads . The train came
through every day."
"There were tent shows that came to town sometimes but Loris had no movie theater;
however there was one in Tabor City. Every Saturday they would show a serial. It ended
with the hero about to be blown up or killed, so one would have to go back the next Saturday to see what happened ."
"I saved up six or eight months to buy a bicycle. One Saturday I rode it in the drizzling rain to Tabor City to see the movie. The mud was so thick that it stuck to my tires and
the wheels would not turn so I rode on the railroad bed . The road to Green Sea was paved ,
so coming back, still sprinkling rain, I rode by Green Sea, which was about 13 miles."
"Opening day at the tobacco market was a big occasion. One would see people they
had not seen all year. Some farmers had gone all year without a haircut ."
"The first haircut I had at the barber shop at about age 7, cost me 15¢ . Mr. Duffy
Heniford, one of the first barbers here, had a small white building on Railroad Ave . on the
street that runs back of the Coffee Shop."
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"When I was small we went to Cherry Grove Beach, which had about five or six cottages. Mr. Nixon had a store and upstairs there was a place for dancing. Nearby was a big
oak barrel, with water warmed by the sun, for a shower. It was partitioned off with dressing
rooms, one side for men and one side for women."
"Mr. Dan Hardwick (Hardwick Fertilizer Co.) was always interested in the town and in
young people, having two boys of his own. We youngsters went to his house to play on
Sunday afternoon. He might say, 'We're going to the beach next Sunday.' He must have
had 10 or 11 in the car. One time it fell my lot not to go because the car was so full. He
saw how disappointed I was and said, 'Well, we can squeeze one more in."'
Mr. Dan had ice cream parties in his backyard. We had a wonderful time. He had a
heart for the town and a big heart for young people growing up. There have been quite a
number of people like that."
"Loris is a closely knit town. When some disaster came upon a family, everyone called
and anything anyone could do, they were willing to help. It's a caring town."
Stevens experienced some rewarding years during his terms in office . In a recent review
of Horry County history, Stevens was surprised to trace his ancestors back to three Senators:
Daniel Horry, Jam es Beaty and Joel Barcy Skipper.

LALLA McQUEEN STEVENS
[The interviewer is Christine McQueen. The interviewee is Lalla McQueen Stevens,
September 19, 1987, at her home at 3542 Railroad Avenue, Loris, South Carolina.]
Q. Where were you born?
A. In Loris, on May 5, 1892.
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Q. Who were your parents?
A. Yancey Price McQueen and Fannie Ellen Currie.
Q. Why did they come to live here?
A. Papa came to go into the turpentine business and Mama came to teach school. Papa was
reared at Galivants Ferry and Mama was reared in Conway.
Q. What is the earliest experience you remember?
A. The earliest experience that I remember as a child was going to my Daddy's turpentine
stills, one located near where the present Gateway Drug Store is and the other between
the present Brick Warehouse and FCX store.
Q. Who were the first settlers that you recall?
A. The Boyds who lived west of the railroad and the Pattersons lived east of the railroad.
We lived at the site where Dr. Hoyt Housand's office is today. The Robert Harrelsons
lived next door to the west of us. A Simmons family, Mishoe family, Carter family and
a Prince family also were early settlers. There could have been more, but I don't
remember them.
Q. What hotels do you remember?
A. The first hotel I remember was Best's Hotel. They hung up quilts to cut off rooms. The
first brick building in town was the Prince Hotel located where the Fashion Center is today.
Q. Who were the first doctors in Loris?
A. Dr. H.H. Burroughs was the first doctor in Loris, followed by Drs. Bethea, Robinson,
Kirby, Richardson and Thomas.
Q. Why was Loris settled?
A. The town was settled around the coming of the railroad and Wiley Mishoe was the first
depot agent followed by Albert Cannon . Jasper Cannon was the Clerk. There were no
paved streets or sidewalks in town, only horse and buggies went down Patterson Street,
now Main Street.
Q. When did an electrical system come?
A. As I remember, my husband and I had the first Delco plant in town and later when
Quattlebaum Electric Company came, we switched over to it.
Q. Do you remember who the police were?
A. Yes, a Stroud was the first police officer I remember, and later, John Elliott was the officer .
Q. Who was the first magistrate?
A. Mr. Ed Prince was the first magistrate in town. He built a two-story house on Patterson
Street, now Main Street, and took boarders, he and his wife, Mary.
Q. What outstanding crimes do you remember?
A. A son of the Simmonses shot a black man and killed him in an empty house near where
Hill's Grocery is today. A crowd of children, myself among them at a tender age of six,
went to the house he was shot in. Blood was running all over the floor. The sight was
horrible and after going ho!J1e, I couldn't sleep .
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Q . Did Loris have any women's clubs?
A. Yes. We had a sewing club. Everyone took her own work - embroidery, crocheting,
knitting. The club met at different homes and the hostess served refreshments. We had
quilting parties and always had a churn of homemade ice cream. The Methodist women
had an organization called the Ladies Aid Society. The Eastern Star was organized in
1923 and sponsored the first fair Loris had .
Q. What civic organizations do you recall?
A. There was a Masonic organization.
Q. What preachers do you recall?
A. Mr. Sojourner, W.H. Kirton, Mr. S.J. McConell and Mr. Godbold.
Q. What business do you remember?
A. My father, Y.P. McQueen had a general merchandise store located at the old Gateway
Drug Store location where a finance company is located today. The first tobacco
warehouse was Casey's located in the vicinity of the present Gateway Drug Store. The
J.C. Bryant Company was on the corner facing Patterson Street, now Main Street, where
the present Texaco Station is located.
There was a bank on Patterson Street, now Main Street, with E.L. Sanderson as Cashier.
The reason I remember the bank so vividly was on April 1 on my way to school, I
stopped in there and told Mr. Sanderson there was a man across the railroad that
wanted to see him. He locked the bank and was on his way to see the man when I last
saw him . I know he could have killed me! It was April Fool.
Q. Where did you go to school?
A. The first schoolhouse was a one-room building located at the site of the Wolpert home
on Patterson Street, now Main Street. It was divided by a curtain to separate the upper
classmen from lower classmen. In 1910 a second school was built approximately on the
site of Hardwick's Funeral Home. In the early 1920s a new high school was built where
the present Junior High School is now located. The present high school was built in the
early 1930s.
Q . Who were the early teachers?
A. Carrie Kirton, who later married D.J. Butler, Edith Rabon, Viola Harrelson, Mr. Sherman
and Mr. Monroe Stanley.
Q. Who were the early politicians that you recall?
A. W.A. Prince and Monroe Stanley were members of the House of Representatives. Doc
Harrelson also served in the House of Representatives for many years.
Q. Who was the first mayor?
A. Jim Butler.
Q. What did young people do for recreation?
A. Before 1912, on Sundays young people paid a five cents fare to ride the train to Glenn,
about two miles north of Loris and walk the tracks back to Loris.
Q. Who were the early postmasters?
A. James G. Patterson was the first and the second one was Y. P. McQueen.
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REFLECTIONS

By Albert B. Todd
On the 8th day of the 8th month, 1912, I was born to Oscar E. Todd and Docia L.
Marlowe in the Camp Swamp and Buck Creek section of Horry County. You might say I
was born between "the creek and the swamp".
I have many fond memories of my childhood. One of my earliest recollections was
hearing the whistle of the log train (tram) as it passed through my father's farm in the early
morning hours. The train came all the way from Whiteville, NC. In the afternoon it would
go back loaded with logs, of course, there were no trucks then.
I remember our trips to the beach in covered wagons. Several families would get together
and make the trip through the river swamp to a place on the river called Worthams. We
crossed the river on a small ferry (flat) operated by Sidney Bellamy. The ferry was guided by
a long steel cable fastened securely on either side of the river. At that time there were no
houses at Cherry Grove -- just an old fish camp.
I can't forget our one-teacher school. Everyone ought to spend at least one day in a
classroom where one teacher is teaching seven grades! I remember the pot-bellied stove in
the center of the building and that it was a main attraction.
My father's farm was what was called a five horse farm -- meaning that five sharecroppers lived on it. My mother rang the farm bell at 12 o'clock noon . And you know
what? Some of those mules would stop and bray. That always amused me.
My first experience in Loris was with my father selling tobacco. We would leave home
about 3:00 or 4:00 A.M. in time to get to Loris, 14 miles away, for the tobacco sale. No
trucks were used -- just wagons and two-wheeled carts.
In 1923 we moved to Loris. At that time Loris had only 6 or 7 stores and not many
houses. There was the old P.C. Prince building (the present Fashion Center), the John
Bellamy Clothing Store, the Olin Cox building, and the old Clay Hughes building which
has been rebuilt. Jim Butler's old wooden building was where Austin Graham is located
now, and the Til Spivey Grocery was located where the old Gateway Drug Store used to be.
There were two warehouses -- Brick, in its present location, and Caseys where Gateway Drug
Store is now.
There was no electricity . Two or three families were able to own a Delco plant just for
their own use. There were no paved roads or sidewalks . There was a small fish hole just
about where the Texaco Auto Store and the Pool Room are now. Loris High School was a
large wooden building where M.J . Cox Station is now located . I remember well the night
the school burned. Gas was 19¢ per gallon and pumped by hand. If a young fellow had a
dollar, he could ride all day and court half the night . He could buy his date a coke and ice
cream cone for 10¢.
I remember my father talking about helping lay the bricks on the old Clay Hughes
building. My uncle, Berry Todd, Dad's brother, helped build the chimneys in the old Dock
Harrelson house which has since been torn down.
I remember the steam-engine trains that came through Loris each day, two freight and
two passenger trains. It was on one of those passenger trains that I took my first train ride
--all the way to Mount Tabor, NC (Tabor City). Just a little later Horry County became a large
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potato growing area. Some days 20-30 cars of potatoes would be shipped out and many
times I have seen two engines pulling and pushing to go up the hill behind New Loris
Warehouse. Many times they would fail. Then they would back all the way through town
and around the curve so they could get up enough steam to make the grade.
My uncle, George Bellamy, had a blacksmith shop just about where the Duncan .
building is now. The farmers would bring their mules in on Saturday to get their hooves
trimmed and shod.
In 1928 the tobacco market opened with an average of 11¢. Strawberries were sold in
24 quart crates. I have paid 1¢ to get a quart picked and sold the 24 quart crate for $1.00 .
The 64 years that I have lived in the town of Loris have been good years. I have helped
raise a wonderful family. I have seen and been a part of many changes that have taken
place. The most memorable was the day in 1947 when I realized that I was under the
canopy of God's grace and forgiveness . Beautiful churches have been built. We have good
medical facilities, new financial institutions and new schools. We have paved streets and
roads and even two traffic lights. I have seen farming change from the one-horse plow to
the Diesel powered tractors, the automobile with its ever changing models, and fuel zoom
to the high price of $1.30 per gallon.
As I have observed through the years, I don't think one could live in a better or more
friendly and caring town than Loris. People are always ready to help others when needed. To
me this is what life is all about -- to love our neighbors as ourselves. It was Sam Walter Foss
who said, "Let me live in a house by the side of the road and be a friend to man". And, in
reply, Walter S. Gresham wrote these words:

'Tis only a half truth the poet has sung
Of the "house by the side of the way".
Our Master had neither a house nor a home,
But He walked with the crowd day by day.
And I think, when I read of the poet's desire,
That a house by the road would be good;
But service is found in its tenderest form
When we walk with the crowd in the road.
Loris is my town. It's your town. It's a good place to live and call home. Let's keep it
this way.
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JOHN VEREEN
John Vereen, age 95, was born in 1891 in Clarendon,
NC. He says he can remember walking to school, about six
miles, when they had it, but he didn't go much because he
had to work. "I can remember walking with one shoe and
rags wrapped around my other foot to keep warm. My Daddy
later moved to Cedar Branch, where I was raised. Then I
went to Georgia.
"When I was seventeen I volunteered for World War I. I
was sent to France and my job was to load ship~ and send
stuff to the front lines. After the war I came back to Loris
and we lived on the Deck Hardee farm.
"I was married two times. My wives are dead. I have so
many children I can't count them all. They are all over the
county. I remember I grew and raised everything I eat. I had me about 35 hogs . Me and my
best buddy, Jim Green, we cleared Mr. Deck Hardee's and Bert Hardee's land. I dug all them
stump for 10¢ a stump . I picked strawberries 1¢ a quart, cropped tobacco all day for 35¢ and
hung it by lantern at night. But I could take that 35¢ and buy box candy, cheese and
crackers, all I wanted.
"I tell you something else. I ain't never been to a doctor much, drank enough liquor to
swim in, smoked all my life, but the Good Lord been so good to me. I could never raise my
children if it had not been for the Lord.
"Loris didn't have but two stores, I remember, Mr. Jim Butler and Mr. McNabb. Mr.
Roy Hardee worked for Mr. Nate, and I've been trading with Mr. Roy Hardee all my life.
Been a good man to me.
"Mr. Robertson Hardee said to us, 'Boys, pull off your coat, roll up your sleeves,
because you got a hard road to go.' I believe I raised all my children there, best people in
the world, Mr. Bert Hardee, Mr. Deck Hardee, Mr. Robertson Hardee, and I loved Robert
and Daniel.
"Where I live now, weren't nothing but swamp, nothing nowhere."
"I wanted to join World War II, but they said I was too old. I loved my country. I do
anything for them."
"My daddy told me a story one time. He helped build the railroad through here. He
said near Allsbrook one day my daddy had a yoke around his shoulder where he carried
water, a bucket on each side. Said he went to a house to get water and heard a boy say,
'Daddy, you said I could shoot the first bear I see.' My daddy said he threw them buckets
down and never went back."
"Mr. Singleton carried the mail back then. I loved to go fishing. I've caught so many
fish at Camp Swamp, but they don't let me go no more except the man at the warehouse
told me, John, you go fishing at my pond anytime you got somebody to take you."'
"I don't go no more, watch TV a lot, but the Lord's been good to me. I got one picture
of me." He took it out of his coat pocket and said, "Make sure you bring it back. All my
old friends dead and gone now."
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J.H. YON

By Eugene Sasser
On July 7, 1930,J.H. Yon, directed by a sign on a tree
at the fork of a road, took the right road and arrived in Loris
where he began his career as a teacher of agriculture. He
found what he describes as terrible road conditions in Loris
and in the county.
Pitcher hand pumps were the usual source of water.
There was such a pump on Main Street and another across
from the railroad depot, which was located beside the
railroad on Meeting Street, between Duncan and Casey
Streets.
Yon recalls buildings of that time . The present Clay
Hughes building is not the original one. The Gateway Drug
Store was located behind the Clay Hughes building. There
were Peoples Hardware and Harrelsons Dry Goods and Shoe
Store. There were only three or four brick buildings .
Loris boasted two doctors . He describes their offices as being rocking chairs, one in the
back of the Loris Drug Store and the other in the back of the Gateway Drug Store.
He recalls the wooden hotel sitting on the lot where Fast Fare is presently located.
Electricity was generated in a few instances by privately owned plants . Soon after,
power was purchased from Quattlebaum in Conway.
James Graham operated a livery stable across Walnut Street from Wolperts and the present Stanley Discount. The parking lot at Hills Grocery was a pasture. Mr. Currie ran a
livery stable across Walnut Street from present W.F. Cox Co.
Fitzhugh Lumber Co., where Hardwick Fertilizer Company is now located, planed
lumber that was hauled in, and did not remain in business very long.
The present Loris Junior High was Loris High School until the present high school
building on Broad Street was completed in 1930 on what was a tobacco field . A tobacco
barn stood about where the lunchroom building now stands .
Desks had to be carried by hand from the old building to the new as the wet and
boggy gallberry patch between the two buildings prevented getting through with a truck.
Mr. Yon moved his agriculture class from the first floor of the old Masonic building on
Railroad Avenue, where he was teaching of necessity, and taught the first class in the new
high school building in 1930.
M.] . Bullock was superintendent of Loris High School district. Bullock came to Loris
after being County Superintendent of Education. Mrs . Bullock was principal. Yon describes
Bullock as being a fine man who was years before his time . Bullock was instrumental in getting the county to set up districts with a high school in each district . Now every child would
have the opportunity to get a high school education . After his death in 1936 the wooden
gymnasium was named the Montgomery Jackson Bullock Gymnasium .
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There were thirteen elementary schools and the Loris High School in the Loris High
School district. At the present time there are only two elementary schools, Daisy and Loris.
Each school district levied its own taxes. Green Sea had one of the highest tax systems in
the county, but was short on money. The Conway school district had more money than any
other district in the state.
Today Horry County is one school district and taxes are collected uniformly.
The county now has a four-year college and a technical college. Yon says that one of the
biggest improvements is the career centers at Finklea, Conway-Aynor, and Myrtle Beach
where job training meets the needs of many people.
Yon recalls that the only paved road in Horry County in 1930 was a ten-mile strip between the old pavilion at Myrtle Beach and the Ocean Forest Hotel, now torn down, then
known as the Million Dollar Hotel. In wet weather it was necessary to go to Conway by way
of Finklea.
Despite bad road conditions, the largest produce market in Horry County was on
Railroad Avenue near the depot. String beans, potatoes, tomatoes and strawberries were
auctioned, strawberries being the most profitable crop. The Atlantic Coastline Railroad ran
a special train as far as Gurley to pick up produce . He has seen as many as six or seven cars
of strawberries shipped to the north in one day.
There were few curing barns built to cure sweet potatoes. Robert Naug~er, agriculture
teacher at Loris High School, improvised a way to cure potatoes in tobacco barns by placing
them on the bottom tier and keeping a little fire in the wood furnace. Too much heat
could not be used. Potatoes will rot if the temperature drops below 38 degrees, so many
people kept them warm in tobacco barns during cold weather.
The first produce market was in the open street . Later the Loris Fair Association,
together with the National Youth Administration, built a shed of creosoted poles and a tin
roof about twenty feet wide and 30 to 40 feet long. This was located about where the old
John Deere building stands.
Loris had three tobacco warehouses, Farmers, Loris and Brick. None of these exist today. Two were torn down, and the original Brick Warehouse, owned by Sam Morgan, was
destroyed by fire. The present Brick Warehouse was built by Cliff Hardwick.
You could wake up in the morning around 4 and hear the wagons coming into town.
The number of wagons was a good indication of the day's sale.
Yon married Minnie Lou Brown on August 4, 1930, and came to Loris on that date to
live. The Yons have three children, all boys, none of whom live in Loris. The nearest one
lives in Hartsville . The Yons live on Holly Street.
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